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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

A Downtown Anna Summer
Block Party is planned from 4
p.m.to 9 p.m. Friday, July 18.
The block party will feature
music, shopping, food trucks,
treats, drinks and more. Local
businesses will be staying open
late with special sales and side-
walk deals.

skksk

A 2025 schedule of events
has been posted on the Union
County Fair’s website. Ac-
tivities kick off Friday, Aug.
15, at the fairgrounds in Anna
(the Anna City Park) with
open show registration (ex-
hibits are not to be brought)
and this year’s Union County
Fair queen pageant 7:30 p.m.
County fair activities, includ-
ing two demolition derbies;
a horse show; a community
worship service; a truck, semi
and farm stock tractor pull;
a tractor pull; a ranch rodeo;
and championship rodeo, run
through Sunday afternoon,
Aug. 24, when exhibits are
to be claimed and exhibitor
checks will be available.

skksk

A Cobden Peach Festival
5K run, 5K walk and 1-mile
fun run are set for Saturday
morning, Aug. 9. The events
are one of the many highlights
of the Peach Festival, which
once again is sponsored by the
Cobden Lions Club.

skksk

Southern Illinois high
school CEO programs are
featured in the latest edition of
the Southern Illinois (ST) Now
magazine. The Union County
CEO program is among those
featured.

skksk

Cobden School District
No. 17 announced that online
student registration for the
2025-2026 academic year is
scheduled to open July 21 for
all families. The district an-
nounced on social media that a
link would shared once it was
live. In-person registration is
scheduled from 8§ a.m.to 3 p.m.
Aug. 4-8.

skksk

An evening event to support
Anna Junior High School’s
cross country team is sched-
uled from 5 p.m.to 9 p.m. July
28 at Pizza Villa in Anna.

skksk

Stinson Memorial Public
Library District plans to have
apool party Thursday evening,
July 31, to celebrate the end of
the library’s summer reading
program. Festivities begin at
6 p.m. at the Anna City Pool.

skeksk

Students in Anna School
District 37’s summer school
have been learning a lot. Activ-
ities have included an experi-
ment to make elephant tooth-
paste and making crystals, to
name a few.

skksk

Weather permitting, the
north parking lot and back
drive on the Shawnee School
District 84 grounds in Wolf
Lake are scheduled to be clos-
ing for repair from Friday, July
18, through Monday, July 21.
The south parking lot and cir-
cle drive will be open.

(continued on page 2)
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Water rescue reported
Sunday night in Anna

The Anna Police Depart-
ment is thanking and acknowl-
edging fellow first responders
for their quick actions on
Sunday night in responding
to an incident which occurred
during flash flooding in the
Union County area caused by
thunderstorms.

Torrential rain fell Sunday
night in the county. At about
11:40 p.m. Sunday, the Na-
tional Weather Service office
in Paducah issued a flash
flood warning for northern
Union County. At the time,
the Weather Service office
reported that between 3 and
4 inches of rain had fallen.
Additional rainfall amounts
of 1 to 2 inches were possible.
Locations expected to experi-
ence flash flooding included
Anna, Jonesboro, Cobden and
Alto Pass.

A vehicle was caught by
flash flood waters along North
Lime Kiln Road in Anna at
about 11:17 p.m. The driver
was trapped inside the vehicle.
The area where the incident
happened is near a creek.

The Weather Service had
advised that flash flooding
was possible on small creeks
and streams and in low-lying
areas.

The Anna Police Depart-
ment shared on social media
that due to the information
Union County dispatchers
provided, the Anna Police De-
partment, Union County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies, Union
County Rescue and Union
County Emergency Medical
Services were able to respond
quickly to safely rescue the
driver from the vehicle.

The Anna Police Depart-
ment said it was “grateful for
this collaboration from our
fellow agencies and mem-
bers. As always, stay safe out
there.”

The police department also
shared a message for the com-
munity: “during this unusually
wet weather pattern, please be
cautious in low-lying areas
without adequate lighting. Just
remember, flash floods happen
quickly and without warning.
Please be safe in your travels.

Campaign underway
to reduce speeding

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office is partnering
with the Illinois Department
of Transportation, the Illi-
nois State Police and more
than 200 local law enforce-
ment agencies in a “Speeding
Catches Up with You” cam-
paign during July.

The goal of the campaign
is to step up traffic safety
efforts across the state to
reduce speeding. Throughout
the month of July, motorists
can expect to see increased
patrols looking for speeding,
as well as other traffic vio-
lations.

"Over the past few years,
we have seen an increase in
careless and risky driving. No
matter how safe of a driver
you think you may be, speed-
ing is dangerous,” Union
County Sheriff David Wilkins
said in a news release. "Speed
limits aren’t a suggestion —
they are the law."

The sheriff said speeding

Shawnee plans
to host Small

Business Expo

A Small Business Expo
is planned Wednesday, July
23, at Shawnee Community
College near Ullin. The free
event is begin presented by the
[llinois Small Business Devel-
opment Center at the college
and will offer an opportunity
to help small business owners
to succeed.

Registration for the event
starts at 8§ a.m. The expo
begins at 9 a.m. and contin-
ues until 3 p.m. Topics are
scheduled to include start-ups,
financing, marketing, human
resources, legal matters, the
web and more.

Entrepreneurs and small
business owners are invited
to attend expo. Four panels
led by experts are planned
and will cover business basics,
business lending, business
marketing and employees
and human resources. Each
session is scheduled to include
a question-and-answer session
with industry professionals.

Space is limited. Sign-up
information is available at
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.
com/events/40627.

creates unnecessary risks for
all motorists, reducing the
driver’s ability to steer safely
around other vehicles, haz-
ardous objects or unexpected
curves.

During the speed limit en-
forcement campaign, officers
will intensify enforcement
of posted speed limits. Of-
fenders will be stopped and
ticketed, especially in areas
where many speed-related
crashes occur. The goal is to
save lives.

Drivers can expect a ticket
from Union County Sheriff’s
Office deputies if they are
spotted speeding. Stepped
up patrols were scheduled
to begin July 6 and continue
through July 31.

The speed enforcement
effort is part of the "Speeding
Catches Up With You" cam-
paign and is made possible
by federal highway safety
funds administered by IDOT.
The campaign also supports
IDOT’s broader "It’s Not a
Game" media campaign.

Pedestrian
killed by
train in Anna

A tragic incident unfolded
early Sunday morning in Anna
after a pedestrian was struck
and killed by a train.

The incident occurred near
the Market St. crossing in
Anna.

The pedestrian has been
identified as 27-year-old Alan
Lee Casey.

Union County Coroner Jon
Shaffer confirmed he was
called to the scene shortly
before 5 a.m. on Sunday, July
13. Shaffer said no autopsy
is planned, but a toxicology
screening has been scheduled.

Following the collision,
vehicle access at the Brady
Mill Road crossing was closed
throughout Sunday morning.

The Anna Police Depart-
ment has launched an investi-
gation into the circumstances
surrounding the incident.

Crain Funeral home in
Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments and has announced that
there are no services planned
at this time.

Flash flood warning last Sunday night

Hot, humid conditions in forecast

Summer Saturday stormy sky

Storm clouds appeared in the sky over the Cobden area Saturday afternoon, July
12. At about the time the photograph was taken shortly before 3 p.m., the National
Weather Service office in Paducah had issued a severe thunderstorm warning for
central Cape Girardeau County in Southeast Missouri. The Union County Sheriff’s
Office also posted a weather alert on social media which advised local residents to
monitor weather conditions. Not much more than a few sprinkles accompanied the

stormy sky in Cobden.

Isolated thunderstorms, as
well as hot and humid con-
ditions, are in the forecast
for this week in the Southern
Illinois, Southeast Missouri
and Western Kentucky region.

Early this week, the Na-
tional Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah advised that
isolated to scattered thun-
derstorms are expected each
afternoon through Monday,
July 21. Isolated strong to
severe storms are possible.
All storms will be capable
of producing brief torren-
tial rainfall. Localized flash
flooding is possible anywhere
a storm sets up for more than
30 to 45 minutes. The best
chances each day will be
mainly in the afternoon and
evening hours.

Afternoon heat index read-
ings were expected to climb
into the 100- to 107-degree
range throughout the region
starting Wednesday, July 16,

and continuing through Sat-
urday. Humidity was expected
to increase throughout the
week.

The forecast for the Anna
area includes high tempera-
tures in the upper 80s to the
lower 90s through Sunday,
along with a chance for show-
ers and thunderstorms each
day.

Flash Flood Warning

The Union County area
experienced heavy rain, light-
ning and thunder on Sun-
day, July 13. Union County
initially was under a flood
advisory which was issued at
about 9:40 p.m. Sunday by the
Weather Service office. The
advisory also included Cape
Girardeau and Perry counties
in Southeast Missouri. The
flood advisory was in effect
until 12:45 a.m. Monday. At
the time the advisory was
issued, between 1 and 3 inch-
es of rain had fallen. Minor

flooding was reported.

At about 11:40 p.m. Sun-
day, the Weather Service
office issued a flash flood
warning for northern Union
County. The warning was in
effect until 4:45 a.m. Monday.
A flash flood warning also had
been issued for northeastern
Cape Girardeau County and
southeastern Perry County in
Southeast Missouri. Thunder-
storms were producing heavy
rain across the warned area.
Between 3 and 4 inches of
rain had fallen, with additional
rainfall amounts of 1 to 2
inches possible. An unofficial
measurement of nearly 5 1/2
inches of rain was recorded
in Cobden.

Flash flooding was occur-
ring at the time the warning
was issued. Some locations
that were expected to experi-
ence flash flooding included
Anna, Jonesboro, Cobden and
Alto Pass.

Anna City Park project work continues

Work continues on a major improvement project which is underway at the Anna
City Park. The photos of some of the work were taken last week. The city has received
state grant funding through the lllinois Park and Recreational Facility Construction,
PARC, Act program. The focus of the project includes enhancing the resources the
city has available at the park and other improvements.

Xz
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A new parking lot is under construction on the site of a former playground at the

city park.

Work has started on playing fields at the city park following the end of the 2025
SIBSA ball season. Many teams play ball at the park during the season each year.
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Southern 7 announces WIC
income guidelines change

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment announces that income
guidelines to qualify for the
Women’s Infants & Chil-
dren, WIC, Supplemental
Nutrition Program have in-
creased, which allows more
families to qualify.

Now a family of four can
earn up to $59,478 and still
qualify for WIC, the health
department reported. Fam-
ilies that qualify for WIC
receive a WIC EBT card with
food benefits loaded each
month to spend at participat-
ing grocers in the Southern
llinois.

The WIC Program safe-
guards the health of eligible
women, infants and children
up to age 5 who are at nu-
tritional risk. The program
provides nutritious food to
supplement diets, nutrition
education, including breast-
feeding promotion and sup-
port and referrals to health
and other social services.

Anyone with child depen-
dents aged O to 5, including
parents, grandparents, foster
parents and step-parents, as
well as women who are preg-

News Notes

nant, postpartum or suffering
the loss of a recent pregnan-
cy, can apply for WIC ben-
efits. Those who apply must
meet the required income
guidelines or be receiving
Medicaid, SNAP or TANF
benefits. STHD WIC staff
can assist in determining
eligibility based on USDA
WIC guidelines.

WIC is a federally funded
program through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
that provides federal grants
to states to safeguard the
health of low-income wom-
en, infants and children up to
age 5 who are at nutrition risk
by providing nutritious foods
to supplement diets, infor-
mation on healthy eating and
referrals to health care. WIC
is available at each Southern
7 Public Health Clinic.

To find out if you qualify
for WIC through Southern
7 Health Department call
618-634-2297 or visit them
online at www.southern7.
org, on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/STWIC,
and through the Southern 7

App.

(continued from page 1)
Flamm Orchards near Cob-
den has started a summer
“Peach Tour” which is sched-
uled to include stops during
July and August in Illinois,
Indiana and Towa.
skekok
Rendleman Orchards in Alto
Pass plans to host a “Pollinator
Pop-Up Event” from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday, July 19.
A beekeeping demonstration,
honey tasting education, ven-
dors and other special activities
are scheduled.
skkk
The Illinois Small Business
Development Center, SBDC,
at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale is celebrating 40
years of helping new and grow-
ing businesses. An anniversary
celebration was planned July
16 at the Dunn-Richmond
Economic Development Center
in Carbondale. The event was
slated to include the recogni-
tion of four businesses, one for
each decade, that represent the
hundreds who have received
assistance from SIU’s SBDC.
Two of the businesses were
from the Union County area:
Alto Vineyards in Alto Pass and
Rolling Oak Alpaca Ranch near
Makanda.
skkok
A grain bin rescue awareness
event is planned starting at
8 a.m. Aug. 16 at the Pulas-
ki-Alexander Farm Bureau in
Mounds. The Farm Bureau is
joining with the Illinois Fire
Service Institute to present the
program.

ksksk

New student ambassadors
are being recognized by Shaw-
nee Community College. The
ambassadors are graduates of
high schools in the college dis-
trict. They will events at the col-
lege and in area communities.

sekeosk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is celebrating its most
recent certified nursing assistant
graduates.

skksk

TRiO Educational Talent
Search-Shawnee Community
College is planning to host a
Pathways to Success event
Thursday, July 31, on the col-
lege’s main campus near Ullin.
The event is designed for par-
ents of guardians with children
in grades 6 through 12.

skekosk
Summer construction work
continues at Shawnee Com-
munity College, including re-
placement of windows, an
HVAC project in cosmetology
department and resurfacing and
painting of parking lots.
sekeosk

A sun-up hike is planned
from 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. July
25 at Giant City State Park near
Makanda.

skksk

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah reported
that the heat index was 102
degrees at 2:52 p.m. Friday,
July 11, at the Southern Illinois
Airport near Carbondale. The
air temperature at the time was
91 degrees and the humidity
was 59 percent.

Up close with a fire truck

Participants in this year’s Stinson Memorial Public Library summer reading program in Cobden had an
opportunity to get an up-close look at a fire truck Monday morning, July 7. A Cobden Fire Department truck was
brought to the park in downtown Cobden for the reading program. Cobden Fire Department Assistant Fire Chief
L.J. Hackethal talked with the children about the vehicle, about the equipment worn and used by firefighters,
about fire safety and other topics. He reminded the children that firefighters “are there to help you.” He also made
note of the pride which volunteer firefighters have in serving their communities.

Changes in SNAP could impact thousands in Illinois

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois

Hundreds of thousands of
Illinoisans could lose benefits
from a federal food assistance
program while the state will
be required to cover more
costs under changes passed
in the latest domestic policy
plan.

President Donald Trump
signed the “One Big, Beauti-
ful Bill Act” into law on July
4, making sweeping changes
to social services programs,
including Medicaid. Among
the programs being revamped
is the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, better
known as SNAP. The bill
institutes new work require-
ments for many people to
remain eligible for benefits
and shifts some costs for the
program to the states.

Food stamps were first es-
tablished in the 1930s during
the Great Depression. Re-
named to SNAP in 2008, the
program provides month-
ly stipends for low-income
Americans to purchase select
foods at grocery stores. While
states implement the program
and pay a portion of adminis-

trative expenses, the federal
government has historically
covered the cost of the ben-
efits.

Under the law, work re-
quirements to qualify for
SNAP benefits have been
expanded to include people up
to age 64, along with homeless
people, veterans and young
adults leaving foster care.
Previously, only people age
18-54 had to meet work re-
quirements.

Those populations didn’t
previously have to prove they
were doing a certain amount
of work, but when the changes
kick in, they will have to do
80 hours of paid, unpaid or
volunteer work each month to
qualify for benefits, according
to the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture. The law continues to
provide exemptions for people
who are physically unable to
work, such as for pregnancy.

The changes could leave
360,000 people in Illinois at
risk of losing eligibility, ac-
cording to the state.

“Trump and Republicans
would rather children go hun-
gry so their friends can receive
tax cuts,” Gov. JB Pritzker

National Health Center
Week celebration planned

Rural Health Inc. is plan-
ning to join in the upcoming
celebration of National Health
Center Week 2025, which is
taking place Aug. 3-9. The
annual event highlights the
essential role Community
Health Centers, CHCs, play
in improving public health and
providing Americans with an
equal opportunity for health.
CHC:s represent the nation’s
largest primary care network,
serving 32.5 million patients
nationwide.

This year’s NHCW celebra-
tion, launched by the National
Association of Community
Health Centers, NACHC,
focuses on the theme: “Amer-
ica’s Health Centers Celebrat-
ing 60 Years of Improving our
Nation’s Health.”

CHCs across the country
join the celebration through
a host of scheduled events
that include resource fairs,
back-to-school drives, health
screenings and visits to CHCs
by local, state and national
leaders.

Rural Health Inc. is plan-
ning to host free snow cone
days Aug. 4-6 at its loca-
tions in Southern Illinois. The
events will feature giveaways,
access to health resources and
more at all five of its clinics.

The schedule for the cele-
bration at Rural Health Inc.
clinics includes:

Monday, Aug. 4: Goreville,
10 a.m. to noon. Vienna, 12:30
p-m. to 2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 5: Anna, 10
a.m. to noon. Dongola, 12:30
p-m. to 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 6: Me-
tropolis, noon to 2 p.m.

With a mission to make
high-quality, affordable care
available to everyone, regard-
less of their ability to pay or
insurance status, CHCs work
to save lives and healthcare
costs on the front lines of the
nation’s most pressing public
health challenges. They are
powered by a workforce of
over 310,000 dedicated profes-
sionals who reach beyond the
walls of the exam room with
effective services that not only
prevent illness but also address
the factors that may cause it.

“CHC:s are vital in the offer-
ing of patient-centered care,”
Rural Health Inc. chief exec-
utive officer Cynthia Flamm
said in a news release. “CHCs
play a pivotal role in the ex-
pansion of essential healthcare
services by delivering care to
those in need. Recognition
of CHCs’ commitment to ad-
dressing social determinants
of health and the strong com-
munity ties between patients
and their providers remains
a solid foundation to health-
care and the communities we
serve.”

Those served by more than
1,500 CHCs across the nation
include one in five uninsured
persons, one in three persons
living in poverty, one in five
rural residents, 9.4 million
children and 419,000 veter-
ans.

CHCs serve 10 percent
of the U.S. population but
represent roughly 1 percent
of total annual healthcare
spending in the United States.
This health center is a Health
Center Program grantee under
42 U.S.C. 254b.

said in a statement. “Here in
Illinois, we have been work-
ing to combat food insecurity
for years, and while no state
can backfill these costs, the
State of Illinois will continue
to fight against these harm-
ful impacts and stand up for
working families.”

About 1.9 million people
were using SNAP in Illinois
as of March 2025, according
to the USDA.

New Costs for State

[llinois and most other
states will have to cover a
greater portion of costs for
SNAP under the law, includ-
ing benefits based on the
state’s error rate of over- and
under-payments on benefits.

Beginning in federal fiscal
year 2028, which begins in
October 2027, the law re-
quires states with an error rate
greater than 10 percent as of at
least FY25 to cover 15 percent
of the cost of benefits. States
with lower error rates would
cover a smaller portion of the
benefits. Illinois recorded an
11 percent error rate in FY24,
according to the USDA.

More than 1.8 million Illi-
noisans received $4.7 billion
of SNAP benefits in FY25, ac-
cording to the state. If Illinois
must pay 15 percent of the
cost of benefits, it could leave
the state on the hook for $705
million, or about 1.3 percent
of the current-year budget.

Also beginning in federal
fiscal year 2027, which be-

gins in October 2026, states
will have to cover 75 percent
of administrative costs for
SNAP, rather than 50 percent.
This year’s state budget ap-
propriates $60 million for ad-
ministrative costs for SNAP,
which is up $20 million from
last year.

The changes are part of
initiatives by congressional
Republicans and the Trump
administration to shift more
responsibility for assistance
programs to states. The non-
partisan Congressional Bud-
get Office estimates changes
to SNAP will reduce federal
spending by $279 billion over
10 years but increase state
spending on SNAP by $121
billion over the same time.
The CBO predicts some states
could abandon the program
or choose to provide a lower
level of benefits and not make
up for reductions Congress
made to the program.

Pritzker and 22 other gover-
nors sent a letter to Congress
last month saying it’s possible
states will have to leave or
reduce the SNAP program
because of the new cost re-
quirements.

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by
the Illinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

I “Feeding Kids in the Park,” (FREE) TUE & THR,
I-3 pm, shelter near playground — Anna.

2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price,
next door to Dollar General — Anna.

3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974
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Jonesboro School sets registration
dates for upcoming school year

The Jonesboro School Dis-
trict has scheduled registra-
tion for the 2025-2026 school
year for Tuesday July 29 and
Wednesday, July 30 in the
school’s cafeteria.

Registration for kinder-
garten and new students will
be held on Tuesday, July
29 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Registration for return-
ing students is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 30 from 9
a.m. until noon and from 2
p.m. until 6 p.m.

All new students, kinder-
garten and returning students
must attend registration.

Kindergarten and new stu-
dents must submit a birth cer-
tificate if one is already not on
file.

A consumable fee of $35
may be required for students
who are registering.

All students must register
and present proof of residency
within the district by provid-
ing the required number of
documents from both of the

following categories.

Category 1: Must have one:
most recent property tax bill,
mortgage papers for home-
owners, signed and dated
lease and proof of last months
payment for renters, let-
ter from manager and proof
of last month’s payment for
mobile home park residents,
or a letter of residence from
landlord in lieu of lease.

Category 2: Must have one:
Vehicle registration, most
recent gas, electric and/or
water bill, current homeown-
ers/renters’ insurance policy,
driver’s license or voter regis-
tration card.

The above informa-
tion can be sent by mail,
by email to npind@jones-
boro43.com or  spoole@
jonesboro43.com or by fax at
618-833-3410.

Officials at the school have
stated that if this schedule
does not work for you, bring
information into the school
office after Aug. 1.

Human Rights Authority
sets meeting in Anna

The Egyptian Regional
Human Rights Authority of
the Illinois Guardianship and
Advocacy Commission will
meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, July
17 at Pizza Villa in Anna. At
that time, they will review
and discuss complaints con-
cerning allegations that the
rights of persons with dis-
abilities are being violated at
private and public facilities
that provide mental health or
developmental disabilities
services.

The Human Rights Author-
ity is a panel of nine citi-
zen volunteers appointed by
the Commission and empow-
ered by statute to investigate
alleged violations of the rights
of persons with disabilities.
The Human Rights Authority
serves all counties throughout
llinois. Case investigations

Weather
High 92, low 68;
2.15 inches of rain

Precipitation  totaled 2.15
inches of rain in the Jonesboro
area during the period of July
8-14. Temperatures ranged from
a high of 92 degrees to a low of
69 during.

Following are highlights for
the period as recorded by local
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, July 8: high 83, low
70. 0.26 of an inch of rain. Fog.

Wednesday, July 9: high 86,
low 70. 0.01 of an inch of rain.

Thursday, July 10: high 90,
low 68.

Friday, July 11: high 92, low
09.

Saturday, July 12: high 88,
low 72. 0.17 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, July 13: high 88, low
69. 1.71 inches of rain.

Monday, July 14: high 86,
low 71. Fog.

ensure the rights of eligible
children and adults who have
a disability.

Cases tentatively set for
this month's agenda include
complaints involving alleged
violations of the laws, regula-
tions and other mandates that
protect the rights of persons
with disabilities.

If you believe the rights of
a person with disabilities are
being violated, you may report
this at the meeting or contact
the Disability Rights Man-
ager, Kim Conway, at (618)
833-2013. All complainants'
names are kept confidential.
Currently the board has two
vacancies for citizen member
volunteers. Contact Kim Con-
way if you are interested in
serving on the HRA board.

Cherry Connelly Health

Promoting Massage
(1 618 559 6302) was
guest speaker at Ameri-
can Legion and American
Legion Auxiliary speaking
about how Veterans may
apply to qualify through
the Veterans Hospital for
free back massages. Photo
by Martha Ann Webb.

"Che fpreaching Pen”

And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the

things which I say? Luke 6:46

I am sure you have heard of the term, “litmus
test.” It refers to a small piece of paper which
changes color when it interacts with an un-
known substance. If the paper turns blue, the
unknown substance is a base substance, and if
it turns red, the unknown is an acidic substance.
Luke 6:46 is a “litmus test” for Christians.

In Matthew 15:8, Christ says, “This people
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is
far from me.” Another reason why people think
they can call on the Lord but do not have to
follow through with obedience is that they feel
lip service is good enough. Christ says other-
wise! He wants full service, including what is
produced by our lips. Romans 12:11 states that
we must “serve the Lord,” and 1 Peter 4:10 re-
minds us that we must “serve one another.”
Joshua 24:15 reads, “An if it seems evil unto
you to serve the Lord, choose you this day
whom ye will serve; but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.” Have you made
your choice? Your eternal life depends on it.

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ

Medicaid cuts expected to hit rural hospitals hardes

t

Illinois hospitals fear massive cuts
under Trump domestic policy law

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Hospital
officials in Illinois say they
will have to make some dif-
ficult decisions in the next
few years that could involve
laying off staff, cutting back
services and even closing
some facilities entirely.

That’s the expected result
of federal funding cuts built
into the recently passed
domestic policy bill that
President Donald Trump
signed into law July 4, a law
that will cut federal spending
on Medicaid by more than
$1 trillion over the next 10
years.

A.J. Wilhelmi, CEO of the
[linois Health and Hospital
Association said in an inter-
view with Capitol News Illi-
nois that the financial pressures
will fall heaviest on hospitals
that serve rural areas, where a
larger share of the population is
covered by Medicaid.

“The hospitals in these
communities are already on
the brink, based on some of
the increases in labor, drug
and supply costs coming out
of COVID, a continuation of
claim denials by payers and
relatively flat reimbursement
rates,” Wilhelmi said. “So,
all of that is creating signif-
icant pressures. And when
you add these Medicaid
cuts to an already challeng-
ing situation, we know that
there are several hospitals
that close because of these
changes.”

Enrollment, Reimburse-
ment Reductions

The new law contains pro-
visions that are expected to
reduce the number of people

enrolled in Medicaid, par-
ticularly in states like Illi-
nois that expanded eligibil-
ity for the program under
the Affordable Care Act, the
2010 law commonly known
as Obamacare.

Those include work
requirements for people who
enrolled through the expan-
sion as well as requirements
that they verify their contin-
ued eligibility for the pro-
gram twice a year instead of
annually.

But the law also includes
changes in aspects of the
program that most peo-
ple outside the health care
industry never see. Those
mechanisms, known as pro-
vider taxes and directed pay-
ments, affect the way states
finance their share of the cost
of Medicaid and the way they
direct additional payments to
certain health care providers
such as hospitals.

Like many states, Illinois
levies special taxes on certain
health care providers, includ-
ing hospitals. The money
those taxes generate is used
to draw down additional fed-
eral matching funds, then is
paid back to the providers
in the form of directed pay-
ments to increase their over-
all reimbursement rate and to
reward them if they meet cer-
tain performance or quality
standards.

Currently, IHA  esti-
mates the hospital tax gen-
erates about $2 billion a year
in revenue. This past ses-
sion, lawmakers passed a
bill to increase the assess-
ment in order to fund a 54
percent increase in hospital
payments, subject to federal

approval of the state’s plan.
But state lawmakers passed
that bill before Congress
passed Trump’s domestic
policy bill, dubbed the “One
Big Beautiful Bill Act.”

Prior to passage of the
new federal law, the tax rate
states could levy was effec-
tively capped at 6 percent of
a hospital’s net patient reve-
nue. But under the new law,
for states like Illinois that
expanded Medicaid under the
ACA, that cap will gradually
be lowered by half a percent-
age point each year starting
in 2028 until it reaches 3.5
percent in 2032.

In addition, Wilhelmi
said, the new law imposes
a cap on the directed pay-
ments that expansion states
like Illinois can send to hos-
pitals so that the total does
not exceed the maximum
allowed under Medicare, the
federal health insurance pro-
gram for seniors, which has
a lower reimbursement rate
than Medicaid.

“And that will result in a
significant reduction in Med-
icaid reimbursements for
hospitals,” Wilhelmi said.
“It means literally hundreds
of millions of dollars in less
reimbursement to hospitals.”

$48 Billion Impact Over
10 Years

According to the nonpar-
tisan health policy research
organization KFF, federal
Medicaid spending in Illinois
is expected to be reduced by
about $48 billion over 10
years under the new legisla-
tion. That includes an esti-
mated $6.73 billion in spend-
ing cuts in rural parts of the
state.

Democratic Gov. JB Pritz-
ker has been harshly critical
of the new law, and particu-
larly the Medicaid cuts con-
tained in it.

“Donald Trump isn’t just
cutting health care — he’s
also closing hospitals in Illi-
nois and across the coun-
try with his latest scheme,”
Pritzker said in one social
media post while the bill was
moving through Congress.
“Hard-working  Illinoisans
will spend more time in over-
crowded waiting rooms and
lose access to life-saving
care.”

Wilhelmi, meanwhile, said
there is still time before the
cuts begin to take effect, and
he is urging state officials to
begin work immediately to
develop strategies to adapt to
the changes.

“I think the state will need
to work with stakehold-
ers like IHA and our hospi-
tals, other provider groups,
to identify creative options
to ensure that the Medic-
aid program can continue to
be that lifeline for vulnera-
ble patients and communi-
ties,” he said. “And that will
include identifying options
to fortify those programs and
services, as well as identify
working with our congres-
sional delegation on ways
to mitigate or further delay
these changes.”

Capitol News lIllinoisis a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily
by the Illinois Press Foun-
dation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

IDPH declares the Southern
Illinois measles outbreak over

The Illinois Department
of Public Health, IDPH. is
taking action to prevent the
national spread of measles in
[llinois. A total of eight mea-
sles cases, all linked to one
another, were identified in
Southern Illinois in April and
May.

In addition to the eight
Southern Illinois cases, two

additional, wunrelated cases
were identified in Cook
County around the same

time. Those did not consti-
tute an outbreak, and there
was no further indication of
any additional spread beyond
those two individuals.

As of July 11, no new Illi-
nois cases had been diag-
nosed since May 22; two
full incubation periods (42
days) had elapsed since the
last confirmed case, allowing
the department to declare the
outbreak over on July 11.

The Illinois measles cases
came as the nation is fac-
ing the largest number of
cases nationwide since mea-
sles was officially elimi-
nated from the United States
in 2000. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,
CDC, has reported the high-
est number of annual cases
across the nation in 33 years:
1,288 confirmed cases across
39 jurisdictions in 2025
alone.

Ninety-two percent of the
cases have affected unvacci-
nated individuals or individ-
uals whose vaccination status
is unknown. There have been

Find us

online at
annanews.com
or
facebook.com

three deaths from measles in
the United States this year,
equaling the total measles
deaths nationwide between
2001 and 2024.

“The end of this outbreak,
capping at just 8 cases and no
serious illnesses in Illinois, is
a testament to the deliberate,
decisive and successful work
of our public health and med-
ical professionals,” IDPH
director Dr. Sameer Vohra
said in a news release.

“Public health is made
stronger by the power of
partnership, and this mea-
sles response was a coor-
dinated effort that included
IDPH, local health depart-
ments, as well as other ded-
icated community and health
care partners. Vaccination
remains our most effective
tool to prevent measles. I
recommend that Illinois res-
idents make sure that they
and their family members
are up to date on the mea-
sles/mumps/rubella  vaccine
and all other age-appropriate
immunizations.”

A significant contributing
factor in containing or pre-
venting outbreaks of infec-
tious disease is immuniza-
tion. According to the CDC,
one dose of measles/mumps/
rubella, MMR, vaccine is
93 percent effective against
measles and two doses are 97
percent effective in protec-
tion from measles. Measles
is easily spread through the
air when someone coughs or
sneezes.

Measles can cause seri-
ous and long-term complica-
tions, including pneumonia
and brain infections leading
to long term brain and nerve
damage. Around one in five
children under five years of
age end up hospitalized with
measles, where unvaccinated
children experience severe
illness or even death.

IDPH stresses the impor-
tance of ensuring everyone
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is up to date on immuniza-
tions. The MMR vaccine
has proven to be much safer
than getting natural infection.
There has been no link estab-
lished between autism and
the MMR vaccine through
multiple scientific studies
both in the United States and
in other countries.

However, since the
COVID-19 pandemic, vac-
cination rates in the United
States have dropped, increas-
ing the likelihood of vac-
cine-preventable disease
spread. Individuals can pro-
tect themselves and their
communities by  ensur-
ing their families are up to
date on all recommended
vaccines.

When the first Illinois
case of measles was identi-
fied in April 2025, IDPH and
involved local health depart-
ments mobilized to identify
all potential sources of expo-
sure, instruct those who were
exposed and non-immune to
quarantine, alert the health
care community of the situa-
tion, issue news releases and
social media posts to pro-
vide the public with infor-
mation on ways to protect
themselves and promote pre-
ventive immunizations to
help those who would have
otherwise been vulnerable to
contracting measles.

Local health departments
rapidly identified individ-
uals who were infected or
exposed, encouraged isola-
tion and quarantine where
needed, and  monitored
and provided guidance to
affected individuals to ensure
they were receiving proper
care and had taken all nec-
essary precautions to prevent
further spread of the virus.

The Franklin-Williamson
Bi-County Health Depart-
ment, Jackson County Health
Department and neighbor-
ing local health departments
conducted vaccine outreach
clinics in their communities.
IDPH activated mobile vacci-
nations to assist with immu-
nization efforts across the
state, procuring emergency
services from CIMPAR to
deliver 14 mobile immuniza-
tion clinics.

IDPH also:

Launched a major, strate-
gic measles communications
effort targeting zip codes

with school vaccination rates
for MMR below 91 percent.
More than 2.5 million peo-
ple were reached through this
effort.

Updated its website with
easy to navigate measles
information for healthcare
facilities, parents, travel-
ers and schools in addition
to developing a new mea-

sles  toolkit for health
professionals.
Expanded its laboratory

capacity to conduct in-house
testing for the measles vac-
cine strain and reduce the
turnaround time relative to
awaiting results from the
CDC.

Issued multiple health
advisories, news releases and
social media posts, includ-
ing an IDPH podcast episode
devoted to information about
measles and a Dear Col-
league letter from Director
Vohra addressing the depart-
ment’s preparedness plans.

Sent messages to more than
2,000 school administrators
and school nurses statewide
to alert them to the potential
for measles exposures in the
school setting, survey them
on potential barriers to vac-
cination and advise them on
actions to take.

Launched a measles school
outbreak prediction dash-
board to help local offi-
cials determine risk factors
and evaluate what additional
steps might be necessary.

Launched a pharmacist tar-
geted survey on the statewide
inventory related to medical
counter measures (post expo-
sure prophylaxis) against
measles.

Engaged sister state agen-
cies including the Depart-
ments of Children and Fam-
ily ~ Services, Healthcare
and Family Services, Early
Childhood, Human Services,
and the State Board of Edu-
cation, along with Regional
Offices of Education, Head
Start programs and profes-
sional societies.

IDPH stated that if “appre-

ciates the intense level
of time, dedication and
resources it took to suc-

cessfully mitigate such an
outbreak and the critical
importance of public health
emergency preparedness
funding in keeping Illinois
residents safe.”
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Obituaries

Joseph Lyerla

Joseph Hank Lyerla, age
54 of Anna, died Wednesday,
July 9, 2025 at Memorial
Hospital of Carbondale.

He was born on Feb. 20,
1971 in Carbondale, the son
of Joe and Velma (Brim)
Lyerla.

Hank is survived by
his children, Dylan Lyer-
la, Austin Lyerla, Kassidy
(Kenneth) Swink and Wy-
att Lyerla (Kelcie Kobel);
grandchildren, Wrenleigh
Lyerla, Aubrie and Hunter
Swink and Liam and Colby
Lyerla; sister, Carla and his
dog, Willow.

He was preceded in death
by his parents and the mother
of his children, Tina Tate.

Hank enjoyed the peace
and purpose found by spend-
ing time outdoors, whether
camping, fishing or just
sitting and taking in the
serenity of nature. He was
spontaneous and fun-loving.

His greatest love was
RENDLEMAN his family.

& HiLEMAN His legacy
FuneraL Homes  will live on

through his strength, values
and the love of his children
and the lifetime of memories
they created.

A celebration of the life of
Hank Lyerla will be at 4 p.m.
Thursday, July 17, 2025 at
the Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna.

Visitation will be after 2
p-m. and until the service at
4 p.m. at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions
can be made to Rendleman
and Hileman Funeral Home
to assist the family with
final expenses. Envelopes
are available at the funeral
home.

Celia Barker

Celia Barker, age 90, of
Crisman, formerly of Jones-
boro, passed away peaceful-
ly on Sunday, July 6, 2025.

She was born on May
12, 1935 in Rock Island,
the daughter of Charles and
Minnie Janet (Slicker) Par-
cell.

She married Fredrick
Dwane Barker, he preceded
her in death on Dec. 12,
2003.

Celia is survived by her
loving son, David Barker of
Paxton; three grandchildren,
Matthew Barker, Steve Bark-
er and Tacara Jackson; three
great-grandchildren, Sarai
and Devon Jackson, Brad-
ley Baker; brother, Charles
(Sarah) Parcell of Chicago;
nieces and nephews; other
extended family and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; husband,
Dwane Barker; infant son,
Duane E. Barker; and broth-
er, Samuel B. Parcell.

Celia enjoyed spending
RENDLEMAN ime€ With

& HiLemaN her family
FuneraL Homes  and will be

dearly missed.

Graveside funeral services
were on Wednesday, July 9,
at the Ebenezer Church Cem-
etery in Jonesboro. Interment
immediately followed.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rend-
lemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Jonesboro
in charge of arrangements.

Alan Lee Casey

Alan Lee Casey, age 27,
of Dongola, passed away
suddenly on Sunday, July 13,
2025 in Anna, I11.

He was born on August 14,
1997 to Patrick Joseph and
Jennifer Ann (Tellor) Casey
in Carbondale, II1.

Along with his parents,
survivors include his chil-
dren, Aiden Casey and
Raylen Casey; siblings, Wy-
att Casey, Jenna Casey, John-
athon Sims, Justin (Kayla)
Sims; aunts and uncles, John
Casey, Sandra (Brian) Mead-
ows, Debbie (Shane) Hillard,
Eric Tellor, Bradley (Karen)
Toler, Susan McRaven; and
grandmother, Mary Duty.

He is preceded in death
by his grandmother, Barbara
Casey, and grandfather, Cur-

Ve tis Casey.
rain No ser-
@WW vices will

be held at this time.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that memorial
contributions be made to
Crain Funeral Home.

The cremation of Alan
Lee Casey will be personally
handled by the staff of Crain
Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in
Anna, Illinois is in charge of
arrangements.

View Obituaries
Online at
dannanews.com

Janet Sue Potts

Janet Sue Potts, age 80,
of Cairo, passed away on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025 at
Saint Francis Medical Center
in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on April 11,
1945 to David E. and Alma
(Kell) Jackson in Cairo, IlI.

On January 6, 1966, she
married Losier E. Potts and
have been together for over
59 years and he survives.

Janet was a dog groomer
for many years. She always
loved spending time with her
family and was a member of
Mighty Rivers Regional Wor-
ship Center in Cairo.

Survivors include her
husband; son, Joseph E.
(Michelle) Potts; daugh-
ter, Tangie (Joe) Woomer;
grandchildren, Justin, Joe,
Jerry, Ryan, Chris, Eddie,
Delaney, Cody, Jacob, Is-
ablle, Izac, and James; many
great-grandchildren; sisters,
Judy Draper and Loretta
Newton; along with nieces,
nephews, and other relatives.

Along with her parents, she
is preceded in death by her

N Son, Jerry
rain Potts: one
@i . Poits: one

Tim; and her sister, May Jean.

Funeral services were held
on Monday, July 14, at 2
p.m. with Rev. Larry Potts
officiating at Mighty Rivers
Regional Worship Center in
Cairo.

Interment will followed
the service at Green Lawn
Memorial Gardens in Villa
Ridge, IlI.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests with gratitude
that memorial contributions
be made to Mighty River
Regional Worship Center

Crain Funeral Home in
Cairo is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Janet Sue Turner

Janet Sue Turner, age 67
of Anna, passed away Friday,
July 11, 2025 at Memorial
Hospital in Carbondale.

She was born May 9, 1958
in Dover, Del., the daughter
of Franklin Henry and Pauline
(Daggett) Powles. She married
Alexander Turner Jr. on Sept.
21, 1980.

Janet is survived by her son,
Alex and wife Amber Turner of
Jonesboro; daughter, Kalanani
Turner-Cutrell and husband
Allan; three grandchildren,
Joseph and Matthew Turner
both of Jonesboro, Christopher
Allan Cutrell of Anna; two
brothers, Peter and wife Donna
Powles of New York, Dana and
wife Jackie Powles of South
Carolina; other extended fam-
ily and many friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and husband,
Alexander Turner Jr.

Janet was a wonderful per-
son, a true humanitarian. Her
true calling in life was help-
ing others. She cared for her
husband and family all while
working multiple jobs without
hesitation to provide for her
family, that’s just who she was.

After receiving her Bachelor
degrees from Southern Illinois
University she went to work
for Tri-County Education in
Anna as a teacher. Janet made

RENDLEMAN 2 difference

& HILEMAN innumerous
FuneraL Homes  lives of the

students she taught throughout
the years.

Beyond her professional
life, Janet found joy in sim-
ple pleasures. She was an
avid reader and was one with
mother earth, spending many
hours connecting with nature
through her love of gardening
and plants.

Her love for her family was
unmeasurable, her grandchil-
dren held a special place in her
heart. Her warmth, wisdom
and unwavering compassion
will be deeply missed not only
by her family and friends but
also the countless hearts she
touched in our community.

There will be no services at
this time.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna in
charge of arrangements.

Extension plans to offer
invasive species course

From the backyard to the
local forest, invasive species
have big environmental and
economic impacts.

University of Illinois Ex-
tension educators are plan-
ning to offer Introduction
to Invasive Species Man-
agement, a two-day hybrid
program led by University
of Illinois Extension edu-
cators that starts with a day
of online learning on Aug.
5, followed by a regional
hands-on field day available
from Aug. 6-9.

At the online learning day,
participants will explore the
basics of invasive species
ecology, invasive plant iden-
tification, and management
principles. The field days
are an opportunity to get an
understanding of invasive
species in the region, identi-
fy plants, review commonly
used management tools and
see demonstrations of man-
agement techniques.

Six statewide field day op-
tions are scheduled, includ-
ing one Aug. 9 at the Jackson
County Illinois Extension
office in Murphysboro.

The program is open to
early-career natural resource
professionals, landowners,
volunteers, students and
anyone interested in gaining

experience managing inva-
sive species. Participants
will obtain a certificate of
course completion from Illi-
nois Extension for attending
both days. The $20 regis-
tration fee includes lunch
on the field day. There are
a limited number of spots
available for each field day.
Sign up is available through
Aug. 4 at go.illinois.edu/
Introlnvasives.

Those who need a rea-
sonable accommodation to
participate can contact Chris
Evans at 618-695-3383 or
cwevans@illinois.edu. Early
requests are strongly encour-
aged to allow sufficient time
to meet access needs.

Non-native invasive spe-
cies are plants, animals and
insects that spread quickly,
cause ecological or eco-
nomic damage, and are hard
to remove once established.
Illinois' centralized location
and extensive transportation
networks provide many ways
for pests to arrive. Across
the state, Illinois Extension
staff and volunteers work
with communities to identify
potential invasions, remove
invasive species, and restore
natural areas. Explore more
about invasive species at go.
illinois.edu/Invasive.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church

Sunday, July 13

Congratulations to Pastor
Randy Wright on receiving
his Certificate Of Ordination
at the Illinois District
Assembly on Friday, July 11.

The event was held at the
Decatur First Church Of The
Nazarene in Decatur, III.
with General Superintendent
Carla Sunberg and Illinois
District Superintendent Terry
Armstrong presiding over the
District Assembly.

Those attending as
delegates to the Illinois
District Assembly were
Stanley Elkins-NDI
President, Jessica Elkins-
NMI President, Trey
Morrison-NYI President,
Carla Ramage, Yvonne
Ramage, Jim and Tonya
Hammer, Bradley West and
Jaida Smith. Others attending
were Lea Wright, Madison
West, Sarah Morrison and Liz
Hammer.

The morning worship
service was held at 10:35 a.m.
on July 13. Announcements
were given by Jessica
Elkins. The worship service
was led by Pastor Wright

News from

and the worship team. The
message “Whose Mat Are
You Carrying?” from Mark
2:1-12 was brought by Pastor
Wright.

The evening worship
service was held at 6 p.m.
on July 13. The message
was “The Sacredness Of The
Ark” from 1Chronicles 13
was brought by Pastor Wright

Sunday, July 20

Breakfast is at 9:00
a.m. and Sunday school is
scheduled for 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship Service
will start at 10:35 a.m. and
include of communion and
guest speaker 10:35 a.m.

Missionary Service and
International Night is at
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 23

Wednesday Night Service
will be held at 6:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary. Youth Group
in the Fellowship Hall at
6:30 p.m.

You may contact the
church by calling the church
office at 618-833-6702
and leaving a message if
necessary or by calling Pastor
Wright at 618-534-7103

First Baptist Church,

Jonesboro

Bro. Perry’s message
during morning worship
this past Sunday, July 13,
discussed the question,
“What does it profit a man
to gain the world, but lose
his soul.?”

We are reminded that lov-
ing the world shows the love
of the Father is not in us. Our
objective should be to fix our
hope on Christ. The text was
found in the 16th chapter of
Matthew, and the 8th chapter
of Mark, also 1 John 2, all lo-
cated in the New Testament.

Dee Rose, Music Director,
led in worship accompanied
by The Praise Team: Connor
Benbrook, Isabel, Megan
and Lucas Tehandon. Our
pianist was Debbie York.

Debbie York sang a solo:
“Come, Jesus, Come.” John
Turner sang the song, “Wor-
thy is the Lamb.”

Our service was sent via
transmitter station 87.9 FM
for those who want to listen
via the radio. The service
was also live streamed on
Facebook, so if you missed
it, you still have an opportu-
nity to view it. Please check
our Facebook page, Jones-
boro FBC, for the videos and
latest info on church events.

Our Vacation Bible School

was a success. We had a
great time with 40 kids and
50 workers for our highest
attendance. We give God
praise for 5 children who ac-
cepted Christ as their Savior.

This week’s activities in-
clude a Men’s Bible Study
at 6 p.m., Monday, July 14.
On Sunday, July 20, Riven
Ministry and Music will
minister to us during morn-
ing worship.

Also, on that day, our
JFBC Children’s Choir will
meet at 6 p.m. This is for
children ages 6 years old
through the 5th grade.

Recent birthdays: Holly
Flannigan, July 14; Martha
Greenwood, July 18; and
Heidi Robinson, July 18.
Happy birthday to all!

Currently, our regu-
lar schedule for worship
at Jonesboro First Baptist
includes Sunday School
classes on Sundays at 9 a.m.;
Sunday morning worship at
10 a.m.; Sunday evening
worship at 6 p.m.

Youth meet both at 6 to 7
p-m. on Sundays, and 6 to 8
p-m. Wednesdays.

Our Adult Prayer Meeting
and Bible Study also meets
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All
are invited to attend.

Busiest roadside mowing
period underway statewide

With peak roadside mow-
ing season underway, the
[llinois Department of Trans-
portation is reminding the
public to slow down, proceed
with caution and pay extra
attention when encountering
equipment and personnel.

In keeping with the recent
practice of timing operations
to preserve and promote pol-
linator habitat, the heaviest
mowing period will continue
until Aug. 15.

“By strategically schedul-
ing when and where mow-
ing takes place, IDOT is
doing its part to help the
environment and Illinois
businesses,” said Illinois
Transportation Secretary
Gia Biagi. “We need your
assistance as well. Please
be alert for mowing crews
who work hard up and down
the state, slowing down and
giving them plenty of extra
distance.”

During the summer, IDOT
conducts two primary types
of mowing. Safety mowing
occurs directly adjacent to
the road as needed. Mainte-
nance mowing, which lasts
for approximately six weeks
and starts around July 1,
includes areas next to cul-
verts, ditches, traffic control

devices and other structures,
while following the Illinois
Monarch Project Mowing
Guidelines for Pollinators,
protecting as much habitat
and nectar resources as pos-
sible.

The mowing schedule
helps to minimize the impact
on the traveling public and
encourage pollinator activi-
ty, which assists in the repro-
duction of flowers, fruits and
vegetables that are essential
to the state’s ecosystem and
agricultural economy.

Reducing the amount of
land maintained and growing
pollinator habitat also pro-
tects the endangered rusty
patched bumble bee and the
monarch butterfly, the offi-
cial state insect of Illinois.

A short video about
IDOT’s mowing schedules
and its work with pollinators
can be found at IDOT’s You-
Tube channel.

In 2020, IDOT joined
in the launch of the Illinois
Monarch Action Plan as part
of the Illinois Monarch Proj-
ect, a collaborative effort
with local and state partners
to help ensure the survival
and successful migration of
monarchs by increasing and
protecting habitat.
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News from

Anna First Baptist Church

Anna First Baptist Church
met for worship Sunday, July
13, with our welcome and
opening prayer.

Our Call to Worship was on
Grace and Assurance. “There-
fore, since we have a great high
priest who has gone through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the
faith we profess. Let us then
approach the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need. We
have this hope as an anchor for
the soul, firm and secure.”

These verses were taken
from the book of Hebrews.

Our Worship Team led in
three songs, “Power in the
Blood,” “Blessed Assurance”
and “Victory in Jesus.”

Pastor Perry gave our sermon
which was titled “Power, Assur-
ance and Victory.” Highlights
of his sermon gave many ex-
amples of how, through Jesus,
we have complete power in our
lives to live in the assurance that
Jesus is going to take care of
all aspect of our complete life.
We will have victory through
Jesus.”

Pastor Perry showed exam-
ples and spoke how Jesus works
in our life for the good and for
what will help us in everything

we are going through.

We appreciated everyone
filling in for those who were in
Mexico. Our Mexico Mission
Trip started Monday, July 7th,
but God provided the blessing
of people in our church who
were willing to give their tal-
ents and fill-in for those who
are away. We are truly blessed
and we give God all Glory and
Praise.

Our Mission Trip to Mexico
is going great as our Mission-
ary’s are sharing Jesus with
the folks there in Durango,
Mexico. Please keep them in
your prayers.

Sunday School starts at 9
a.m. on Sunday morning and
is for all ages. Worship service
and Children’s Church starts
at 10:15 a.m. Our Prayer Time

is on Wednesday evening at
6 p.m., our Youth Program is
also on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m.

Our bus runs for all of these
services and programs. Please
call our church offices for infor-
mation about being picked up.

Our church is located at 409
Morgan Street in Anna. Our
phone number is 618-833-
5416.

Visit us on Facebook.com/
AnnaFirstBaptistChurch. Our
email is fbcanna409@gmail.
com.

You are invited to come by if
we can pray with you or share
Jesus with you. We pray Jesus
is part of everything you do and
that you are living for Him.

God Bless You is our prayer
for you and your family.

Public invited to participate
in Peach Festival Parade

The Village of Cobden
has issued an invitation for
participation in the Cobden
Peach Festival Parade.

“We would like to invite
the public to participate in this
annual tradition in downtown
Cobden — The Home of the
Appleknockers,” said a press
release from village officials.

All types of entries are
welcome, including color
guards, bands, floats, scout
units, church groups, kiddy
units, performing units,

neighborhood groups, families,
class reunions, antique/custom
autos, tractors, horse units
and any other entry which is

appropriate for viewing by
children and all citizens.

The parade will begin at
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, August
9.

The Peach Festival, which
is sponsored by the Cobden
Lions Club, is scheduled for
the evenings of Friday, August
8 and Saturday, August 9.

The Cobden Peach Festival
Parade is sponsored by the
Village of Cobden.

For additional information,
call (618) 893-2425, or email
cobdenvillage@gmail.com.

Entry forms are available at
the Cobden Village Hall or at
www.cobdenil.com.

HEATING & COOLING

618-893-2861- 618-534;2391

Custom Processing of Beei-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-5986

Visit our website:
triplecmeats.com

Duty's Auto Glass

Windshields * Door Glasses
Back Glasses * Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

324 Willard Ferry Rd. - Joneshoro
833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

Anna-Jonesboro
National Bank

Dedicated to our customers, committed to our community

Member

201 South Main * Anna, IL + 618-833-8506 Foic
512 E. Vienna St.* Anna, IL * 618-833-2922
1002 Public Square * Joneshoro * 618-833-4547

SOUTHERN =/

JONESBORO LOGATION
400 SOUTH MAIN ST JONESBORO, IL 62952

FOURLTOUSHG
LENDER

Photo Credit Istockphoto.com/Photodsotiroff

There is a purpose for every mark on the architect’s blueprint; if
the plans aren’t followed, an unstable structure might result. A wise
construction engineer will consult with the designer if in doubt.
Consider that God is our Master architect, for He created us. He
has given us His plan in the Bible; when we follow His design for
our lives we will be filled with peace and joy. If we don’t understand
His plan, we can talk to Him through prayer. Visit Him this week
at your house of worship and learn about His special plan for you.

Weekly Scripture Reading

—

"W R ek i

Ug Cleaning Co.
M_

GIVE US A CALL...WE CLEAN IT ALL

618.697.7030
618.697.9502

BIH|K

BEUSSINK,HICKAM & KOCHEL P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

139 W Vienna St - Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-2721

S ervin.g the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning
ul YORK

INSTALL CONFIDENCE
1540 Old Hwy. 5IN « Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope 'I‘o see you m chur‘ch Sunday '

Schaefer
nterprises
Website: www.sewlparts.com

P.O. Box 136 » Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com
800-626-6046 + (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

Jonesboro, IL 62952
618-697-8490

joshuahathy@gmail.com

201 E. Chestnut St. « Anna, IL
6168-833-2500

THE FIRST STATE BANK
— OF DONGOLA —

Old and Reliable, Established 1906

108 SE Front Street © Dongola, IL 62926

618-833-2494 I
Yt ier DEALERE i| 7 T e v e 1[;e1u§3 >‘° VY!_CI e
::::nmuz;m@:mr::; :::::L";mm.m : & .' : . . : . ' 5 (61 8) 833 2 1 45 _ A
o oottt Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society 105 Transcraft Drive - Anna, IL
samasTme - ©2025 5:,'5.?” -Williams Newspaper Services, P.0. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com ‘
Jo's Heating & Cooling | | COMUAIY Itegrated Liing, n. rr
- Improving the lives of the 1
B reesemmm— individuals we serve. Sk K k.
P.0.BOX 775

ROLL-OFF

LLC
Michael Winters - Owner Unwanted Clutter

6 1 8'6 1 4-0885 l[auling&Serviee

www.communityintegratedliving.com = 618-827-3451 - Dumpster Rentals
b
Dine-In f“-"_'ls Serving the community since 1979/
FeTota.s S DUTCH GUTTERING
-?", ‘,@'ehv“ery‘“:- F \ 4 CALL FOR SUMMER SPECIALS!
| ARMERS MIDWESTERN 618-351-1881
Wil 2 A RS AR Seamless Aluminum Guttering
1835 E. Vienna St. » Anna, IL 55 N. Elm St. + Alto Pass, IL PROPANE GAS CO. Gutter Clean Outs * Leaf Guards
(618) 833-2415 (618) 893-2464 Anna, IL - 833-6300 Roof Repairs * Home Improvement
www.pizzahut.com www.myfsb.com FDIC Mike Jones Manager Service and Repair * Siding & Overhang
i L S B 0 LI Y ﬁ
Card | n a| COI’I'IEI’ nnnstoln: llglltlmuse Church
Breakfast and Sunday
m’(f % School e%t 9:45 am.
9, (409 Grand Tower Road | b STATE BANK
\ %, Grand Tower, IL{E 109 Transcraft Drive Wednoion sy oo 100 E. Vienna Street ¢ Anna, IL
61 8 565-1064 i Anna, IL 62906 s s 833-2151
Your Homefown Store ;"" 833-8755 Cobdon.l ;. ,oo| |55 WWwannastatecom iy
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' You re I nVIted Sunday Union County

@

Pressure Washing - Deck Staining - Gutter Cleaning

L) CrossPointe
Church

10:30am

Wednesday
Bible Study

7pm

® Worship Service

T .

Abstract Office, Inc. |

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President
304 West Market Street + P.0. Box AC
Jonesboro, lllinois 62952

618.691.5968 409 S. Green St, Anna, IL 62906 (Corner of West Spring and S. Green St) (618) 833-6521
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Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158
classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds .............
$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES

Perinch..................
\

........ 35¢ per word

FOR SALE

Boats for Sale Large Fi-
berglass Boat Double
Windshield16 Horsepower
Heavy Duty Trailer. 12ft
Johnboat With trailer Ac-
cepting offers on both Call
Steve at 618-638-2249

1986 Chevrolet Truck re-
built motor and transmis-
sion. $5500 or best offer,
also 1986 Chevrolet Truck
not running looking for
offers Call Steve 618-638-

Want to Buy or Liqui-
date Estates, All or by
the piece. Clean out attics,
basements, and barns. We
buy it all and clean out.
Furniture, Household,
Glassware, Cast Iron,
Quilts, Costume Jewelry,
Old Coins, Barn Items,
Tools Old & New, Blue
Canning Jars, Arrowheads,
Fluorspar, Pocket Knives,
Kerosene Lamps. We pay
cash on the spot! Over 30
years of experience. Call
270-498-3518. Riverport
Antiques, Golconda, IL.

LEGAL
NOTICE

NOTICE OF
INTENT TO FILE
APPLICATION

The Anna Jonesboro
Water Commission
(AJWC), Union County,
IL is submitting an ap-
plication for financial as-
sistance to USDA Rural
Development to Water
System Improvements
including new wells,,
storage tank rehabilita-
tion, and watermain re-
placements & addition.

Additional  informa-
tion may be obtained by
contacting Casey John-
son at the Anna Jones-
boro Water Commission
Office at 618-833-5313

8221-956040

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

Anna Jonesboro Water
Commission

Tuesday, July 29,2025
at 4:00PM at Jonesboro
City Hall for the pur-
pose of providing gen-
eral information to the
public regarding the
proposed Water System
Improvements including
new wells, storage tank
rehabilitation, and wa-
termain replacements &
additions project.

The public is invited
to attend and comment
on such issues as eco-
nomic and environmen-
tal impacts, service area,
alternatives to the proj-
ect or any other pertinent
issues.

Casey Johnson,
Superintendent
8221-956036

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BONNIE VINES,
DECEASED.
NO. 2025-PR-10
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN
to creditors of the death
of BONNIE VINES, of
Anna, Illinois. Letters

of Office were issued
on July 1, 2025, to JEN-
NINE ELLEN BAG-
GOTT, of 5470 State
Road 191, Dodgeville,
WI 53533, whose attor-
ney is ELVIS C. CAM-
ERON, 205B N. Main
St., Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after
the effective date of the
original Order of admis-
sion, you may file a pe-
tition with the Court to
require proof of the Will
by testimony of the wit-
nesses in open Court or
other evidence, as pro-
vided by Section 5/6-21
of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the
right, under Section 5/8-
1 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/8-1), to contest
the validity of the Will
by filing a petition with
the Court within six (6)
months after admission

of the Will to probate.
The estate will be
administered without

Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-
4 of the Probate Act (111.
Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4),
any interested person
terminates Independent
Administration at any
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Clerk of this
Court.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of
this court at the Union
County Courthouse, 309
W. Market St., Jones-
boro, Illinois, or with
the Independent Execu-
tor, or both, on or before
January 10, 2026, or if
mailing or delivery of a
notice from the Executor
is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois,
the date stated in that no-
tice. Any claim not filed
on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered
by the claimant to the
Executor and to the at-
torneys within ten (10)
days after it has been
filed.

Dated: June 27, 2025.

JENNINE ELLEN
BAGGOTT
CAMERON LAW
FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMER-
ON

ATTORNEY FOR IN-
DEPENDENT EXEC-
UTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS
62906

PHONE: 618-833-
2220

ARDC# 6244394
8221-955742

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
ANNA-JONESBORO
WATER
COMMISSION
JONESBORO,
ILLINOIS SHAWNEE
VALLEY METER
REPLACEMENT
General Notice
Anna-Jonesboro Water
Commission (Owner)
is requesting Bids for
the construction of the
following
Project:
Shawnee Valley Meter
Replacement 22-7015

Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will
be received at the Water
Treatment Plant located
at 495 Water Plant Rd,
Jonesboro, IL. 62952,
until Friday, August 8,
2025 at 2pm local time.
At that time the Bids re-
ceived will be publicly
opened and read.

The Project includes
the following Work:

Work included in the

Project will consist of
installation of approxi-
mately 40 LF of water-
main, one tapping sleeve
connection to existing
watermain, one direct
connection to existing
watermain, valves, me-
ter vault, and appurte-
nant items.

Bids are requested for
the following Contract:
Shawnee Valley Meter
Replacement

Obtaining the Bidding
Documents

Information and Bid-
ding Documents for the
Project can be found at
the following designated
website:

www.klingnerplan-
room.com

Bidding Documents
may be downloaded from
the designated website.
Prospective Bidders are
urged to register with the
designated website as a
plan holder, even if Bid-
ding Documents are ob-
tained from a plan room
or source other than the
designated website in ei-
ther electronic or paper
format. The designated
website will be updated
periodically with adden-
da, lists of registered
plan holders, reports,
and other information
relevant to submitting a
Bid for the Project. All
official notifications,
addenda, and other Bid-
ding Documents will be
offered only through the
designated website. Nei-
ther Owner nor Engineer
will be responsible for
Bidding Documents, in-
cluding addenda, if any,
obtained from sources
other than the designated
website.

Instructions
ders.

For all further require-
ments regarding bid sub-
mittal, qualifications,
procedures, and con-
tract award, refer to the
Instructions to Bidders
that are included in the
Bidding Documents.

American Iron
Steel

Section 746 of Title
VII of the Consolidat-
ed Appropriations Act
of 2017 (Division A -
Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and
Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act,
2017) and subsequent
statutes mandating do-
mestic preference ap-
plies an American Iron
and Steel requirement
to this project. All iron
and steel products used
in this project must be
produced in the United
States. The term “iron
and steel products”
means the following
products made primari-
ly of iron or steel: lined
or unlined pipes and
fittings, manhole cov-
ers and other municipal
castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and
restraints, valves, struc-
tural steel, reinforced
precast concrete, and
Construction Materials.

This Advertisement is

issued by:

Owner: Anna-Jones-
boro Water Commission
By: Casey Johnson
Title: Superintendent
Date: 06-30-25
8221-955649

to Bid-

and

ADVERTISEMENT
Clear Creek Levee
and Drainage District,
located in Union Coun-
ty, Illinois, is accepting
sealed bids for mowing
the levee’s and is offer-
ing aone (1) year written
Contract to be extended
up to three (3) addition-
al terms. For more spe-
cific bid specifications,
leave a message with
an email and/or mail-
ing address at 618-833-
3740. Sealed bids may
be received by July 31,
2025, at the following
location: 4720 N. State
Rt. 3, Wolf Lake, Illi-
nois 62998. Sealed bids
will be opened at 4720
N. State Rt. 3, Wolf
Lake, Illinois 62998 on
July 31, 2025. Payment
will be made by a half
payment two (2) weeks
after the start of mowing
and the other half when
the job is complete for
each Spring and Fall
season.
8221-955650

Illinois to roll out direct admissions
program for most state universities

By Andrew Adams
Capitol News Illinois

CHICAGO - Illinois
students won’t need to fill
out applications for most
state universities to be
admitted...if they have
high enough grades.

With his signature,
Gov. JB Pritzker on Mon-
day, June 30, approved a
bill creating the direct ad-
missions program. Along
with it, he approved bills
that implement new state
standards for programs
offering college credits
to high school students,
and new requirements for
financial aid application
assistance.

“These bills streamline
the application process
for college-bound seniors
in Illinois, enhance sup-
port for applicants, and
open up new horizons
for prospective students,”
Pritzker said in a state-
ment. “Enacting these
laws is what all govern-
ment work should be
about — making life easier
for our people.”

Pritzker had said col-
lege admissions and
higher education accessi-
bility would be a priority
of his during this year’s
legislative season, which
ended May 31. But one of
his signature initiatives,
allowing community col-
leges to offer four-year
degrees, failed earlier
this year.

Direct College Admis-
sions

Illinois will implement
a direct admissions pro-
gram so that students
hoping to go to a state
school will be automat-
ically admitted — if they
have a high enough grade
point average.

“For eligible seniors
and community college
transfer students, you
will receive offers from
the schools that you
are admitted to without
raising a finger. That’s
huge,” Sen. Christopher
Belt, D-Swansea, said. “It
takes away the anxiety, it
takes away the angst of
that whole process.”

The bill outlining the
direct admissions pro-
gram, House Bill 3522,
passed unanimously in
the Senate and with broad
bipartisan support in the
House in late May.

The program is set
to begin in the 2027-28

school year, with nine
of the state’s 11 public
universities participat-
ing: University of Illinois
Springfield, Southern Illi-
nois University, Chicago
State University, Eastern
Illinois University, Gov-
ernors State University,
Illinois State Universi-
ty, Northeastern Illinois
University, Northern Illi-
nois University, Western
llinois University.

High school students
and community college
students hoping to trans-
fer to a state school must
opt-in to the program to
receive offers. Communi-
ty colleges already admit
all students interested in
attending but will still
participate in the direct
admissions program.

The University of Il-
linois Urbana-Cham-
paign and University of
linois Chicago will not
participate in the direct
admission program. The
state will, however, pro-
vide information about
traditional applications
to qualifying students
through an “access and
outreach campaign.”

The criteria for the di-
rect admissions program
and outreach campaign
will be set by individual
schools.

“This new, statewide
direct admissions pro-
gram will make a college
degree more accessible
for students and will mo-
tivate them to continue
in their life-changing
college journey by ensur-
ing them a spot at their
community college or
at one of the state’s pub-
lic universities,” Illinois
Board of Higher Educa-
tion Executive Director
Ginger Ostro said in a
statement.

Financial Aid Applica-
tion Assistance

Two more bills signed
by Pritzker on June 30,
House Bills 3096 and
3097, aim to make it easi-
er for students to navigate
the financial aid process.

HB 3096 requires high
schools in Illinois to des-
ignate at least one staff
member as a point-of-
contact for information
about the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student
Aid,or FAFSA.HB 3097
requires high schools
to offer students time
during the school day to

fill out FAFSA forms and
to receive assistance in
doing so.

The new requirements
go into effect in the 2025-
26 school year.

Information collected
through FAFSA is used
to determine eligibility
for federal loans. Many
schools use FAFSA for
their own aid programs,
and the state offers need-
based grants based on
information submitted
through FAFSA.

“As a father of college
students, I just currently
went through this fun
exercise with my daugh-
ter filling out a FAFSA
form,” Sen. Javier Cer-
vantes, D-Chicago, said.
“I’m being a little sarcas-
tic calling it fun because
we had deadlines, we had
to make sure we had our
documentation together
and it wasn’t easy.”

From the 2010 to 2020
school years, an average
of 86 percent of first-
time students at four-year
schools and 78 percent of
first-time students at two-
year schools received
federal financial aid, ac-
cording to data from the
U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation.

Dual Credit Program

House Bill 2967, an-
other bill approved by
Pritzker on Monday, out-
lines new requirements
for high schools and com-
munity colleges offering
“dual credit” programs,
through which students
earn high school and col-
lege credit for completing
a single course.

It requires teachers
teaching dual credit
classes to have a mas-
ter’s degree in the sub-
ject they’re teaching or
a master’s degree and
some graduate course-
work in the subject. It
also requires high schools
and community colleges
to designate individuals
responsible for negotiat-
ing what individual dual
credit agreements look
like.

“HB 2967 reinforces
the vital role that strong,
robust partnerships be-
tween community col-
leges and high schools
play in delivering high
quality dual credit pro-
grams,” Illinois Com-
munity College Board
Executive Director Brian

Durham said in a state-
ment. “These programs
help students get a head
start on their college edu-
cation and a path towards
career success.”

The bill also requires
schools to consider in-
state colleges and uni-
versities when setting up
dual credit programs over
out-of-state institutions.

The bill also creates a
committee made up of
education officials, rep-
resentatives from two dif-
ferent statewide teachers’
unions and others to work
on improving dual credit
programs’ accessibility
and quality, as updating
atemplate used by school
districts to develop dual
credit agreements with
community colleges.

Four-year Degrees at
Community Colleges

One key proposal
didn’t make the cut this
spring: a measure al-
lowing community col-
leges to offer bachelor’s
degrees. Despite being
backed by Pritzker in his
State of the State address
earlier this year, it faced
pushback in the General
Assembly, which did not
pass a bill implementing
the policy.

That proposal drew
concerns from some law-
makers who worried it
could undercut programs
to attract local students to
state universities. In par-
ticular, some lawmakers
worried that it could hurt
schools like Northeastern
Illinois University and
Chicago State Universi-
ty, which serve largely
minority student popu-
lations.

But Pritzker on June 30
said he would continue
working on a proposal
to allow more schools to
offer bachelor’s degrees
in “very specific, niche
areas” like nursing and
advanced manufacturing.

“You sometimes have
to work two, four, six
years, maybe longer to
get something done,”
Pritzker said.

Capitol News Illinois is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service that dis-
tributes state government
coverage to hundreds of
news outlets statewide.
It is funded primarily by
the Illinois Press Foun-
dation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

Governor signs executive order
responding to impact of tariffs

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD -
Gov. JB Pritzker signed
an executive order Mon-
day, July 14, requiring
Illinois agencies to draft
recommendations to re-
spond to tariffs being
implemented by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
The order requires
seven state agencies to
“consider the specific
impacts that the U.S. tar-
iffs have had on Illinois
and provide draft recom-
mendations of measures
to mitigate the impact of
these tariffs” within the
next 100 days, which
would be Oct. 22.
Pritzker said in a state-
ment that tariffs amount
to a tax increase on con-
sumers and contribute to
economic uncertainty.
“This Executive Order
ensures we have a clear-
eyed view of the impact
the Trump Slump will
cause from higher prices
at the grocery store to
uncertainty in our farms
and factories,” Pritzker
said. “We’re working
with other states to stand

up for working people
and protect our econo-
mies when we can.”
The order cites large
tariffs Trump has uni-
laterally implemented
on most countries, in-
cluding some of Illinois’
largest trading partners,
saying the tariffs have
raised prices for con-
sumers and businesses
and led to supply chain
disruptions. The order
says tariffs as well as
retaliatory tariffs coun-
tries have imposed on
the United States are
hurting “vital sectors of
the Illinois economy.”
After previously push-
ing off implementation
of some tariffs until
Aug. 1 to allow time
for negotiations, Trump
announced last week
many countries will see
tariffs take effect. His
latest policy includes
35% tariffs on Canada,
30 percent on Mexico
and the European Union,
and between 25 percent
and 40 percent on many
Asian countries. The
president previously im-
posed 145 percent tariffs

on goods from China in
the spring, but many of
his latest rates are lower
than they would have
been earlier this year.

Illinois imports more
goods from Canada than
any other country.

Order’s Requirements

Under Pritzker’s
executive order, state
agencies must examine
the impact of tariffs on
certain sectors of the
economy or the agency’s
operations.

The departments of
Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity and
Employment Security
will evaluate challenges
reported by business-
es, employment trends
since tariffs have been
implemented and in-
dustries most affected
by tariffs.

The Department of
Human Services will
evaluate trends in food
donations and supply
chain challenges for
food assistance pro-
grams, as well as the
purchasing power of
food banks and their
ability to meet demand.

The Department of
Transportation and the
Capitol Development
Board will assess the
impact of tariffs on con-
struction costs and the
ability to purchase con-
struction materials and
complete projects within
their timelines.

The Illinois Emergen-
cy Management Agency
and the Department of
Homeland Security will
evaluate any impacts to
stockpiles and the ability
to obtain supplies, in-
cluding staying prepared
for emergencies within
budget constraints.

Pritzker’s executive
order was part of ac-
tions taken by seven
Democratic governors
to understand the impact
of tariffs on their states.

Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service that
distributes state gov-
ernment coverage to
hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded
primarily by the Illinois
Press Foundation and
the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.
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Illinois earns high
rankings for business

CNBC on July 11 released
its 2025 Top States for
Business rankings, with
[llinois earning the 13th best
state for business: its highest
position ever and a significant
rise from 30th place in 2019.

Illinois also climbed in
other key categories CNBC
tracks:

[llinois is number 3 for
education (up one spot from
2024).

Illinois is in the top 10
rankings for the infrastructure
(number 8), technology and
innovation (number 6) and
access to capital (number 5)
categories.

[linois is in the Top 20
rankings for the workforce at
number 19 (up 18 spots from
2024) and cost of business at
number 19 (up 13 spots from

2024) categories.

"Since taking office, I have
been on a mission to attract
more businesses to Illinois,
grow our economy, and give
us a competitive edge for
years to come. The latest
rankings from today are a
testament to the progress we
have made here in Illinois
and a clear sign that our
thoughtful strategy and fiscal
responsibility is paying off,”
Gov. JB Pritzker said in a
news release.

"From rebuilding our
infrastructure, strengthening
our workforce, and investing
in education from cradle
to career, we have laid the
foundation for sustained
growth and prosperity. This
progress is a clear indication
of what Illinois is capable of."

State investment
earnings top $5 billion

Illinois State Treasurer
Michael Frerichs reported
on June 24 that he has made
more than $5 billion in
investment earnings from
the state portfolio during his
time in office.

With one month to go in
the state's Fiscal Year 2025,
investment earnings were up
6.07 percent over the same
11 months in Fiscal Year
2024.

Frerichs also has surpassed
$3 billion in gross investment
earnings for cities, villages,
school districts, counties and
other units of government
that take part in the highly
rated Illinois Funds local
government investment pool
the state treasurer's office
operates. The Illinois Funds

has received the highest
rating of AAA from Fitch,
a national credit ratings
agency.

Frerichs is the state's chief
investment and banking
officer. He is responsible for
investing state revenue in the
state investment portfolio.

Under state law, the
treasurer's office is prohibited
from directly investing the
state's portfolio in the stock
market. Frerichs convinced
the General Assembly to
allow his office to invest
in secure local government
bonds, such as those issued
by Illinois school districts
to purchase land or erect
buildings, and prime money
market funds that emphasize
security and liquidity.

Television Listings

THURSDAY

JULY 17, 2025

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs |Local Local Programs |NBA Summer  |Bang (HD) (5:00) “Movie”  [Big City (5:58) The Gilded |"It Cc:r,nes At **t “Come-
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:30 |Nightine Midnight Late Night (HD) “The Meg” Big City
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PM Local Programs |Local Programs |-ocal info. SportsCenter  |(Hp) " |Law & Order:  [Bluey (:54) The Gilded |(:53) “Scream 3" |Dexter: Resurrec-
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MONDAY JULY 21, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX | PARSHO
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs |(5:00) Local Pro- |Local Programs X Games Bang (HD) Law & Order:  [Big City “The Brutalist” %% “Ameri- |(:05) MobLand
-30 grams Bang (HD) SVU Big City (25) can Ultra” (HD)
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i’M Local Local Local Family Law & Order:  |Jessie Daniel Kaluuya. Ronan. “Last Stop in
] 230 |[Jimmy Kimmel |(:35) Late Show (:35) Tonight Family Svu Jessie “The Iron Yu)ma County”
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30 |Nightiine Midnight Late Night (HD) Family S Bluey Age ' “Crossing”
WEDNESDAY JULY 23, 2025
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i’M Match Game (:.02) Secret Ser- |Chicago Med (Live) StuGo (HD) (17 Sean Connery.
:30 (HD) Hollywood  |Vice (HD) ZOMBIES (:32) The Gilded [[:37) % kk
PM [Shark Tank (HD)|Elsbeth (HD) _ |Local Programs (Chicago PD. |05 ToBeAn- |Jokers Miraculous |98 G"g,‘:,"‘*("} g’)‘ (:15) “Four )
. Local info. HD) nounced Info ; o« n « ” ! Brothers” (‘05
:30 unavailable. Fam!Iy (33 “dohn era?ulous etk Dune” lelen Mirren.  (yfar Wahlberg.
'I PM |Local Local Local Family m‘%g&ggm’ Jessie (R%L'eﬁggoggr "
230 |[Jimmy Kimmel |(:35) Late Show (:35) Tonight Family Reeves. (HD) |Jessie son. (PG-1 3)9 (527) “The Sitter”
.I PM |Live (HD; Local Programs | (D) Family Bluey (11) Dexter: Resurrec-
:30 |Nightiine Midnight Late Night SC (HD) Family Bluey “Balls Out”  |tion

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Tuesday the 9th proved to
be a busy day. I worked until
4 p.m., then met Elaine Crain
at St. Anne’s Historic Church
to discuss some details be-
fore the next PAST of Union
County meeting on July 29.

I left there and made my
way to a birthday party
for our aunt, Connie Har-
vel. This was held at the
home of Julie and Farroch
Kahnamoui’s home, where
the Harvel Clan was meeting
to celebrate her 90th birth-
day. The party was lovely, as
was the birthday girl, and the
food was excellent. It was
nice to visit with everyone,
though I had to rush out for
another meeting before I had
time to talk to everyone.

I made a small stop at St.
John’s Cemetery to also wish
my mother a Happy Birthday
in heaven. She would have
been 88. I also sent birth-
day greetings to a couple of
friends of mine in Missouri
via social media. I will NOT
disclose their ages, as I want
to retain those friendships. It
was busy day for birthdays.

I then made my way to
Wednesday night church
services, at Mill Creek Bap-
tist, just in time for business
meeting. A nominating com-
mittee was chosen to recruit
workers for the 2025-2026
church year, which starts in
September.

July is a busy month for
birthdays in our family.
There were three the first
week: a nephew, a niece, and
another friend. The second
week saw the first paragraph
above of folks and my eldest
grandson, who had his on the
11th. Saturday, we celebrat-
ed him with a birthday party
at Discovery Playhouse in
Cape Girardeau, accompa-
nied by friends and other
relations. Saturday was also
another nephew’s birthday,
but they live in Georgia, so
I texted him greetings.

The rest of the month
has a brother-in-law, a sis-
ter-in law, another aunt, three
nieces, two nephews, yet
another friend, and my eldest
daughter all with birthdays.
Things slow down a bit until
October when we have a full
roster again.

Believe it or not I once
sent cards to all my friends
and relatives. That ended
about five years ago when
the sheer number of them
exploded to the point of
needing a spreadsheet to
keep track of it all and a lot-
tery win needed to afford the
cards and postage. I send out
birthday cards to the most el-

By Suzan Harvel

Connie Harvel

derly, some weddings, sym-
pathy, get well, thank you,
and a few cards at Christmas
now. Social media, in person,
or the phone covers everyone
else. Sign of the times.

Mill Creek Baptist met
Sunday, July 13 for ser-
vices led by Brother Bobby
Richardson. He concluded
his study from the Book of
Job. Job suffered greatly,
but he never gave or cursed
God for what happened. He
wished he hadn’t been born,
but asked for forgiveness and
God blessed him abundantly
in return. His faith proved
God will get you through
anything.

We had a baptism after
morning services and wel-
comed JoJo Cobb into the
family of God. She had
three or four pews packed
with family alone to support
her decision and the rest of
praise God for it. An an-
nouncement was made for
a church-wide fellowship
dinner to be held Sunday the
20th after morning services.

Those added to our prayer
list are: The Robert Poole
family in his passing, the
family of Alan Casey in his
passing, Dennis and Jonie
Myers for health concerns,
Robin Henson who has been
moved to a new hospital,
Matthew Chamness for a
house fire with injuries, Lo-
retta Walls who had her dog
attacked this week, Gary
Rider for surgery this week,
Don Crumley for contin-
ued good health, Ginger
Bowman for upcoming ear
surgery, Darien (last name
unknown) who was in a
wreck, my daughter who
undergoes a new treatment
for her MS this week, and
Stephana for health concerns
and a home fire.

We also continue to lift
up those families impacted
by the flooding in not only
Texas, but New Mexico,
Oklahoma, and North Caro-
lina these last weeks.

Union County Fixin’s

Blueberry Cream Biscuits
with Blueberry Sauce

Blueberry Cream Biscuits
with Blueberry Sauce

Biscuits:

2 cups all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons baking
powder

2 tablespoons sugar

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon nutmeg

1 cup blueberries

1 1/2 cups whipping
cream

Sauce:

2 cups blueberries

1/2 cup sugar

2 tablespoons water

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 425.
In large bowl, stir flour,
baking powder, sugar, salt,
and nutmeg to mix. Toss
blueberries with the flour
mixture. Stir cream into
the flour mixture until
moistened.

Turn the dough onto a
floured surface. Gently lift

the dough and fold it over
itself 4 or 5 times, making
a quarter turn between each
fold.

Place dough on parchment
paper lined baking sheet and
form dough into a 7 to 8-inch
square, about 1 inch thick.

Using a floured pizza
cutter or knife, cut 12 to 16
square biscuits, but leave
intact.

Bake in upper half of
oven for 17 to 20 minutes or
until golden brown. Cut or
pull apart to serve. Drizzle
blueberry sauce over each
biscuit, if desired.

To make blueberry
sauce: In medium saucepan
combine 1 cup of blueberries,
sugar, and water. Bring to
a simmer, cook and stir
until blueberries pop and
sauce has thickened. Remove
from heat and stir in vanilla
extract and remaining 1 cup
of blueberries. Serve warm
or at room temperature.

Summer is a good time
for a yard sale
To advertise your yard sale,
just call 833-2158
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Parents encouraged
to talk with kids about
outdoor electric safety

Summer is in full swing, and children are spending more
time enjoying the outdoors. Ameren says now is a good time
for parents to sit down with children to share some important
electric safety tips.

"More than ever, young people are operating devices and
technologies, like drones, that can come into contact with
overhead electrical equipment," said Brian Brackney, director
of safety for Ameren. "We are encouraging parents to talk to
kids about the dangers of overhead power lines and surrounding
electrical equipment and remind them to stay away.”

Discussion tips for parents

Ameren offers the following discussion tips for parents
regarding outdoor electric safety:

Drones, remote-controlled (RC) planes and kites should
be flown only during good weather conditions in large open
areas, such as an open park or a wide field. Keep these items
away from overhead power lines or other electrical equipment.
If a kite gets stuck in a tree near power lines, do not climb up
to get it. Electricity can travel down kite strings or wires. Do
not attempt to free something stuck in a power line. If your
drone or RC plane lands in a substation, call Ameren Illinois
at 1-800-755-5000.

Never climb a utility pole or tower. The electricity carried
through this equipment is high voltage and could kill you.

Do not play on or around pad-mounted electrical equip-
ment. These are often green metal “boxes” on cement pads and
contain transformers.

Never climb trees near power lines. Even if the power lines
are not touching the tree, they could touch when more weight
is added to the branch.

Never go into an electric substation. Electric substations
contain high-voltage equipment; even raising your hand inside
one can cause an arc that may cause an electric shock. Never
attempt to retrieve a pet, ball or any toy from these areas.

Immediately seek shelter if lightning or thunder is present
while playing outdoors.

Downed power lines discussion tips

Make sure your family members know to stay away from
downed power lines and wires, and tell children to report any
fallen or dangling wires to an adult.

Downed power lines are dangerous; always assume any
power line is energized and stay far away. Call Ameren Illinois
immediately at 1-800-755-5000 if you or your child encounters
a downed power line.

Protection outdoors and around water

Protect all family members from serious shock and injuries
by installing ground fault circuit interrupters, GFCIs, on outdoor
outlets and in interior rooms where water is present. A GFCI
shuts off power instantly if it detects a problem. Use portable
GFClIs for outdoor outlets that don’t have them. GFCls are
affordably priced and found at hardware stores.

Be careful using electrical appliances outdoors, even if
plugged into GFCI-equipped outlets. Never use appliances
with frayed or damaged extension cords and always be sure
the ground prong is intact.

Teach kids to never touch an electric appliance while in a
pool or hot tub, to keep all electrical appliances at least 10 feet
away from pools, ponds, and wet surfaces, and that it is never
safe to swim in a pool or lake when a storm is brewing.

Teach older children to exercise caution before plugging in
aradio, CD player, or any electrical gadget outdoors and never
leave any electrical appliance outside. If it rains, the device
could get wet and cause an electrical shock when used later.

Tips for parents when building a swing set or outdoor
playing area

Do not install playground equipment or swimming pools
underneath or near power lines.

Installation of either will require digging. Call 811 to have
buried lines marked so you can avoid serious injury and damage.

St. Louis-based Ameren Corporation serves 2.4 million
electric customers and more than 900,000 natural gas custom-
ers in a 64,000-square-mile area through its Ameren Missouri
and Ameren Illinois rate-regulated utility subsidiaries. Ameren
[llinois provides electric transmission and distribution service
and natural gas distribution service. Ameren Missouri provides
electric generation, transmission and distribution service, as
well as natural gas distribution service. Ameren Transmission
Company of Illinois develops, owns and operates rate-regulat-
ed regional electric transmission projects in the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator Inc.

Illinois aids Texas after floods

Please read this...

By Geof Skinner

‘We’ve got the beets’...Critters are singing a happy song...

Am I the only one who can’t wait for the “How to Train Your
Dragonfly” movie? Probably...

Meanwhile...

A walk seemed like a good idea at the time. Last Sunday
afternoon, a bit of a storm rumbled through our little corner of
the world. Rain and a nice breeze had cooled the sauna which
was simmering out in the world beyond our front door. Clouds
were keeping the July sunshine at bay...

...for a while. As in until about the time I was about halfway
through a daily walk. Sunshine made an abrupt reappearance.
Combined with humidity and the temperature, the walk became
a bit more challenging...and a bit more steamy.

A check of weather conditions following my arrival back
home showed that the temperature was 77 degrees (not bad...
not bad at all). The humidity was 90 percent. The dew point was
74. Those numbers, when totaled, generated a Go For A Walk
On A Hot, Humid Day Heat Index reading of 322 degrees. No
wonder one of the parking lots I saw was steaming in the sultry
conditions. By the way, as you can probably tell, I just made up
the whole Go For A Walk Index thing. Maybe it will catch on.

Oh...by the time I got back home, the sun had gone behind a
cloud cover again. Mother Nature is such a jokester...which she
proved once again Sunday night by pouring about 5 1/2 inches
of rain on our backyard. Goodness...it sure did rain hard...

Meanwhile...

A top 10 hit song from way, way back in the day came to
mind over the weekend...

A fellow traveler on The Journey Through Life mentioned
that all of the beets in his garden had pretty much vanished. As
in they were gone, gone, gone.

My first thought, especially in these uncertain times was:
ALIENS. Visitors from outer space who like beet crops and
don’t have them available on the hostile planet which they
call home. At the time the thought flashed through the dust
bin between my ears, I had been standing outside in the bright
sunshine, which was accompanied by some of our wonderful
Southern Illinois heat and humidity. I’m guessing that the good
ol’ brain synapses simply short-circuited for a moment or two...

A more rational and less heat-induced guess about the fate
of the beets came to mind...and involved...as it always seems
to do in the midst of a garden’s growing season...four-legged
furry Critters of some sort. Might have been rabbits. Deers.
Groundhogs. Mouses. Skunks. Moles. A bear (even though we
still have not seen a bear out there). They all seem to like the
goodies The Other Half is growing in her garden.

(Speaking of her garden...so far, her tomatoes have not been
doing well. Seems like other folks might be experiencing such
a situation this year.)

Back to that top 10 hit song from long ago...with apologies
to The Go-Go’s...

I’m thinking the beet bandits were probably very happy with
their harvest escapade. And they probably had filched some
other garden goodies, too. Be they rabbits or deer, they were
probably singing a happy tune following dinner...

“We’ve got the beets...” or maybe “We’ve got the beans...”

Meanwhile...

We’ll wrap up things up this week with a first-time Critter
Sighting...baby killdeers...spotted Monday morning in a park-
ing lot in Williamson County, where we had journeyed for an
early in the week adventure or two. Those little Critters were
incredibly cute.

A rabbit may have been waiting for an informal dinner
table to be set when it was spotted on a recent sunny
summer evening. Beets might have been on the menu.
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Big-eyed book bug? A lone cicada was spotted on

morning last week at Stinson Memorial Public Library
in Anna.

Treasurer will return record number of checks to Illinoisans

This summer will bring
$45 million in cash to a re-
cord-breaking 600,000 people
who will receive money they
didn't even know they had
from the state's missing money
program, and the only thing
they must do is cash the check,
[llinois State Treasurer Michael
Frerichs said July 9.

The checks are part of the
latest round of the Enhanced
Money Match program, which
takes the "claim" out of un-
claimed property. The state
treasurer’s office helps get the
check in the mail by leveraging
technology to return money to
individuals, through I-CASH,
the state's unclaimed property
initiative.

Most of the matched claims
in this Enhanced Money Match
round equal $50 or less, though
some people can have multiple

claims and their checks will
amount to much more.

"The first thing we tell peo-
ple, is this: the money belongs
to you, the check is real and
this is not a scam,” Frerichs
said. "The second thing we tell
them, is to cash the check! Who
couldn't use a little extra pocket
money this summer?"

The volume of "claim-less"
checks is unprecedented.
Frerichs' office founded the En-
hanced Money Match program
in 2018 and has since returned
more than $130 million to more
than 870,000 people. This sum-
mer's total of nearly 600,000
checks makes it the largest
Money Match ever performed
in the nation.

Frerichs' office began mail-
ing notification letters at the
end of June. The checks soon
follow and will hit mailboxes

all summer long.

The Enhanced Money Match
Program leverages data already
collected by partnering state
agencies and crossmatches
it with the State Treasurer's
unclaimed property database.
The treasurer's office matches
names and mailing address-
es, confirms those and then
sends a letter to the unclaimed
property owner that describes
the amount and source of the
money.

Enhanced Money Match
focuses only on straightforward
claims that involve cash owed
to a single person. It doesn't
cover other types of claims,
such as those involving cash
owned by multiple parties,
shares of stocks and bonds, es-
crow accounts, and the contents
of bank safe deposit boxes.

Enhanced Money Match is

part of the office's unclaimed
property program, also known
as I-CASH. It is one of the
state's oldest consumer pro-
tection initiatives. In Illinois,
the state treasurer is tasked
with safeguarding unclaimed
property, such as the contents of
overlooked safe deposit boxes,
unpaid life insurance benefits,
forgotten bank accounts and
unused rebate cards.

Illinois holds more than $5
billion in unclaimed property.
More than $2.3 billion has been
returned since Frerichs took
office, the most in state history.
The state treasurer is legally re-
quired to return missing money
to its owners or heirs, no matter
how long it takes.

Those who want to see if they
have missing money can check
the online database at www.
illinoistreasurer.gov/ICASH.

An Urban Search and Res-
cue, USAR, team from Illinois
is headed to Texas late last
week to assist with operations
after recent deadly flooding.
The Illinois group of 39 res-
cuers from fire departments,
deployed as part of the Mutual
Aid Box Alarm System, MA-
BAS-Illinois, as USAR Task
Force 1, was scheduled to be
on the ground in Texas for up
to 14 days.

Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency-Office
of Homeland Security, IE-
MA-OHS acting director The-
odore (Ted) Berger shared
on social media that: “This
nationwide mutual aid agree-
ment allows states to share re-
sources and personnel during
emergencies, and tasks for this
operation include wide-area
search and rescue as well as
debris pile clearance. Our
hearts go out to everyone

affected by this devastating
tragedy and hope we can be
of service.”

Illinois is one of close to
two dozen states offering
assistance to flood-ravaged
Texas. “Just as many towns,
cities and counties in Illinois
have agreements to assist
each other in times of disaster,
states have agreements to do
the same,” Berger said.

Gov. JB Pritzker authorized
the assistance by directing
IEMA-OHS to activate the
Emergency Management As-
sistance Compact, EMAC.

EMAC is a congressionally
ratified mutual aid agreement
among states to provide as-
sistance across state lines
during emergencies and di-
sasters. Since its inception in
1996, EMAC has facilitated
thousands of deployments in
response to hurricanes, floods,
wildfires, and other disasters.

Garden of the month

The Anna-Jo Garden Club selected Irene Reynolds’ wonderland of color at 128 Wilford Rd in Jonesboro as
Garden of the Month for July. She has multiple large raised beds with hundreds of blooming daylilies of every
color imaginable. In addition, there are oriental lilies, tiger lilies, hostas, hummingbird vine, catmint, gladiolas
and cleomes blooming. Other plants that bloom in spring and fall include peonies, geraniums, irises, cacti,
chrysanthemums and phlox. Her flowers are deer-proofed by using fine mesh and fencing to keep the hungry
critters at bay. The amazing thing is that all of these plants have been gifts from friends and have multiplied over
many years. She says she’s never had to buy a plant.



