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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Happy Independence Day to
all of our readers. The holiday
celebrating the nation’s birth-
day is Friday, July 4th.

skkok

Once again...a reminder...
if you plan to celebrate on July
4th, please do not drink and
drive.

skkok

Appreciation was voiced by
the Anna Police Department
to a community member and
Union County Sheriff’s Office
deputies for their assistance in
the recent rescue of a kitten
from a storm drain. Working
together, the kitten was rescued
and headed to a good home.

skkk

The Anna Police Department
conducted a bike giveaway
June 21-28. The giveaway was
restricted to one bike per child.
The department shared on so-
cial media that in the future, as
bikes are found with no owners,
another giveaway will be held.

skkok

The first “Anna City Talk
Back Night” was held recently
by the Anna Police Depart-
ment. The department posted
on social media that the event
was an open forum to seek
feedback from the community.
Some of the topics which were
covered included code and
traffic enforcement and issues
with derelict locations in the
city. Plans call for the program
to continue.

skekok

The City of Anna has an-
nounced plans for the fifth
annual “Dog Days of Summer.”
The event is scheduled from
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 10, at the Anna City Pool.
Community members and their
dogs are invited to come and
spend some time together in
the pool.

skkok

Thanks to support from com-
munity sponsors, free swim
days continue at the Anna City
Pool.

skkok

Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School has scheduled
in-person registration dates for
Wednesday and Thursday, July
30-31.

skkok

Parking lots are being resur-
faced on Shawnee Community
College’s main campus near
Ullin.

skkok

Open field workouts for
Anna Junior High School base-
ball were scheduled to start
Monday, June 30, on Kiwanis
Field at the Anna City Park.
Baseball tryouts are scheduled
July 21-22.

skkok

Cobden Junior-Senior High
School reports that Beta Club
members attended the recent
Senior National Beta Con-
vention in Orlando, Fla. Cob-
den’s Kim Adams placed 10th
nationally in the on-site cake
decorating competition. Cob-
den students also had entries
in pottery, photography, mixed
media, scrapbook, dance and
various academic tests. Support
also was shown for Cobden’s
Alyssa Fabian in her campaign
for national Senior Beta pres-
ident. Alyssa had a chance to
network and meet with other
Beta state presidents, vice pres-
idents and secretaries.

(continued on page 2)
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July 4th traffic safety
campaign underway

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office is joining in a
statewide Fourth of July
traffic enforcement effort.
Union County Sheriff David
Wilkins said the focus of the
campaign is on impaired and
unbuckled drivers.

The campaign began
on June 20 and continues
through July 7 and is en-
compassing the three sum-
mer weekends leading up to
and after Independence Day,
which is Friday, July 4.

“We’re asking all of our
residents and visitors to cel-
ebrate Independence Day
safely,” the sheriff said in a
news release. “It’s simple: If
you’re driving, don’t drink or
use cannabis or other impair-
ing substances. Our officers
will be working diligently to
keep impaired drivers off the
road and ensure everyone is
buckled up.”

The sheriff’s office is join-
ing the Illinois State Police
and more than 200 local po-
lice and sheriff’s departments
for the statewide effort.

“To celebrate safely, desig-
nate a sober driver and don’t
let friends or family members
drive impaired,” the sheriff
stated.

Other important tips to
remember for the holiday
include:

Give your designated driv-
er your keys before you go
out.

If you are impaired by al-
cohol, cannabis or any other
drug, call a taxi, take mass
transit, use a ride-sharing
service, or call a sober friend
or family member to get you
home safely.

Promptly report impaired
drivers to law enforcement
by pulling over and dialing
911.

Make sure everyone in
your vehicle wears their seat
belt. Not only is it the law,
but it’s also your best defense
against an impaired driver.

The “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over,” “Drive High
Get a DUI” and “Click It or
Ticket’campaigns are made
possible by federal traffic
safety funds administered by
the Illinois

Department of Transporta-
tion. The enforcement efforts
are complemented by IDOT’s

“It’s Not a Game” media
campaign, which emphasizes
the serious consequences of
impaired driving and other
unsafe driving behaviors.

IDPH: first human case
of West Nile virus reported

The Center for Disease
Control and Prevention,
CDC, has confirmed Illinois’
first human case of West Nile
virus, WNYV, of 2025 in an
individual from Southern
Illinois who was hospitalized
due to complications of the
infection. The Illinois De-
partment of Public Health,
IDPH, announced the case in
a June 24 news release.

About one in 150 people
who contract the disease
caused by a bite from an
infected mosquito develop a
severe illness that can affect
the brain, spinal cord, nerves
and even cause paralysis.

The case marks the earliest
onset of illness observed in
Illinois since 2016, and un-
derscores the risk posed by
mosquito bites, especially
to those who are over 65 or
immunocompromised.

So far in 2025, as of June
24, WNYV had been con-
firmed in 19 Illinois coun-
ties. The first WNV-positive
mosquito batch of this year
was found May 9 in Rock-
ford. In 2024, there were 69
confirmed human cases of
WNV including 13 deaths,
the highest number since 17
WNV-related human deaths
recorded in 2018.

IDPH urges the public
to “Fight the Bite” by prac-
ticing the three “R’s”: re-
duce, repel and report.

A county is considered
positive for West Nile virus
if a mosquito, horse or hu-
man from that county tests
positive for the virus. The
counties which had reported

WNYV as of June 24 included
Bureau, Christian, Clinton,
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Ful-
ton, Grundy, Hancock, Hen-
ry, Marshall, McDonough,
McHenry, Peoria, Scott,
Stark, Tazewell, Wayne and
Winnebago. Last year, WNV
was confirmed in 72 counties
in Illinois.

IDPH supports mosquito
control efforts throughout
the state by providing $2.8
million in funding to Illi-
nois’ 97 local health depart-
ments for vector surveillance
and control activities. Local
health departments collect
mosquitoes for West Nile
virus testing. Monitoring
for WNV in Illinois includes
tests for mosquito batches,
as well as testing sick horses
and humans with West Nile
virus-like symptoms.

West Nile virus is trans-
mitted through the bite of a
Culex mosquito, commonly
called a house mosquito, that
has picked up the virus by
feeding on an infected bird.
Common symptoms include
fever, nausea, headache and
muscle aches. Symptoms
may last from a few days to
a few weeks.

Most people infected with
West Nile virus will not
show any symptoms; how-
ever, in rare cases it can lead
to severe illness including
paralysis, meningitis or en-
cephalitis (brain and nerve
infections) or even death.
People older than 60 and
those with weakened im-
mune systems are at highest
risk for severe illness.

Disaster declaration approved

The Illinois Emergency
Management Agency and
Office of Homeland Security,
IEMA-OHS, on June 24 an-
nounced that the U.S. Small
Business Administration,
SBA, had approved a disas-
ter declaration for William-
son County and contiguous
counties impacted by severe
storms and tornadoes on May
16. The disaster declaration
will allow residents, home-
owners and businesses to
apply for low-interest loans
for damages not covered by
insurance.

The declaration covers
Williamson County and the

adjacent counties of Union,
Franklin, Jackson, Johnson,
Pope and Saline.
Homeowners can apply
for up to $500,000 in low-in-
terest loans to repair or re-
place damaged or destroyed
real estate. Homeowners or
renters can apply for up to
$100,000 to repair or re-
place damaged or destroyed
personal property. Busi-
nesses and not-for-profits
can borrow up to $2 million
for physical damages. More
information is available on-
line at https://www.sba.gov/
funding-programs/disas-
ter-assistance.

Independence Day events set in area
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2024 fireworks
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A 2024 Independence Day fireworks display was presented at the Anna City Park.

File photo.

The nation’s Independence
Day holiday will be celebrat-
ed on Friday, July 4. Special
events are planned throughout
the region in observance of the
holiday. Here’s a look at some
of the events which are sched-
uled, as shared online, including
on social media:

Anna

Independence Day will be
celebrated on July 4 at the Anna
City Park starting at 5 p.m.

Food and refreshments will
be available. Vendors who are
scheduled to be on hand include
Dave’s Bagels, Sinisi’s, Drizzle
Mini Donuts, Apostolic Light-
house serving lemon shake ups,
Say Cheese and American Ice
Cream. Local wineries will be
offering tastings and sips.

Live music begins at 6 p.m.
featuring Steve Hornbeak &
The Mainstreet Players with
special guest drummer Chuck
Tilley from Sixwire.

A fireworks show is sched-
uled to start at 9 p.m.

Wolf Lake

An annual Wolf Lake Fire-
works Celebration is planned
on July 5 at the Wolf Lake Park
The celebration is a community
event hosted by Schaefer Enter-
prises and the Wolf Lake Park.

Burgers, brats and all the
fixin’s will be served from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Inflatable water
slides and a bounce house are
planned from 11 a.m.to 5 p.m.
The day will feature family
games, including whiffle ball,
kickball, bags and more.

A fireworks display is set
for 9 p.m.

Tamms

Tamms Fire/Rescue plans to
present a July 4th at the Park
fundraiser is planned at George
Croft Memorial Park in Tamms.
Live music, food and fireworks
will be featured. General admis-
sion is free. All money which is
raised will support firefighters.

The schedule for the day’s
activities includes a cornhole
tournament starting at 9 a.m.,
food served from noon to 9
p-m., a car show from noon to
5 p.m., door prize drawings at
9 p.m. and fireworks at 10 p.m.
Live music is planned all day.

Food which will be available
includes barbeque sandwiches,
snow cones, nachos, hamburg-
ers, funnel cakes and more.

Cape Girardeau

A Great American 4th of July
Celebration is planned Friday,
July 4, at Arena Park in Cape
Girardeau.

The schedule for the celebra-
tion follows: 7 p.m., Arena Park
opens for tailgating and a food
truck rally. 7:30 p.m., patriotic
music performed by the Cape
Girardeau Municipal Band. 8
p-m., Southeast Missourian Spir-
it of America Award presenta-
tion. 8:45 p.m., fireworks begin.

City of Carbondale, STU

The City of Carbondale and
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale announce the return
of an annual fireworks display
on SIU campus. The display is
set for 9:15 p.m. Friday, July 4.

For the best viewing, specta-
tors are advised to park in Ban-
terra Center parking lots 18 and
56 on the SIU campus. Over-

flow parking will be directed
to lot 89, north of the Banterra
Center. It is recommended to
arrive early, as the main parking
lots are usually full and closed
by 9 pm.

Vendors are scheduled to be
on hand. Honeybeez Snowballz
will be offering sno-cones, as
well as nachos, hot dogs and
cake balls. Also scheduled to
be present are an American Ice
Cream Truck and Pelzer’s Trop-
ical Sno offering shaved ice.

Road closures will start at 6
p.m., including parking lots 37
and 52. Cars must be cleared
from these areas by 6 p.m.
Douglas Drive and Saluki Drive
will be closed from Evergreen
to Lincoln and from Douglas
to Arena Drive, until after the
fireworks display.

Parking along Route 51 or
other roadways for viewing
purposes is prohibited.

In the event of rain, the fire-
works display will be post-
poned to Saturday, July 5, at
9:15 pm.

Murphysboro

An Independence Day cele-
bration is planned July 5 at Riv-
erside Park in Murphysboro.
The event will feature music,
food, fireworks and more.

Performers are scheduled to
include Ethan Taylor Stephen-
sonat5 p.m., T-Lex at 6:30 p.m.
and Rachel Sue & Step Family
at 7:30 p.m.

The celebration also will fea-
ture a reading of the Declaration
of Independence. Fireworks
are scheduled to begin shortly
after 9 p.m.
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(continued from page 1)

A Cobden Appleknocker
volleyball camp is planned
Monday and Tuesday af-
ternoons, July 7-8, in the
gymnasium at Cobden High
School. Incoming 3rd through

8th grade students are invited.
ksksk

The farm market at Rendle-
man Orchards near Alto Pass
has opened for the season.
Semi-freestone peaches are
available. This is Rendleman’s
152nd season.

kksk

Local weather observer
Dana Cross reports that rain
fell on 14 days during the
month of June. Rainfall for the
month topped 7 inches.

kksk

Registration is underway
for fall semester classes at
Shawnee Community Col-
lege. The fall semester is
scheduled to start Aug. 11.

kksk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is congratulating its most
recent highway construction
careers training program grad-
uates. The college’s next truck
driving class is scheduled to
begin Monday, Aug. 11.

skksk

Union County schools are
reminding parents and guard-
ians to schedule school and
sports physicals, and dental
exams as needed, for students
as soon as possible.

skksk

The Johnson County Sher-
iff’s Department shared on so-
cial media that it had received
several calls from people who
were saying that a deputy from
the department had called them
saying they missed a court date
and need to turn themselves in
or pay a bond over the phone.
The call was a scam; the de-
partment does not make such
calls. The sheriff’s department
also reported that “they are
spoofing our phone as well.”

Peach Fest
pageant seeks

participants

Young women ages 16-21
residing in Union County are
invited to participate in this
year’s Cobden Peach Festival
queen pageant.

This year’s Peach Festival
is set for Friday and Saturday,
Aug. 8-9.The festival is spon-
sored by the Cobden Lions
Club. The reigning Cobden
Peach Festival queen is Avery
Osman.

Pageant applications are
available at Cobden Village
Hall and at Shear Encounter
in downtown Cobden.

The festival is an annual
celebration of the local peach
harvest.

The queen pageant is one of
the highlights of the festival,
which also features a parade, a
5K run, games, carnival rides,
entertainment, food and lots
of peaches (including peach
cobblers) and much more.

Southern 7 Head Start
receives Silver Circle of
Quality designation

Southern 7 Head Start,
S7HS, and S7THS Building
Blocks Day Care Center on
June 6 received the Silver
Circle of Quality designation
from ExceleRate Illinois, the
state’s Quality Recognition
and Improvement system for
early childhood education and
care programs.

ExceleRate Illinois is a com-
prehensive system that includes
licensed child care centers,
licensed family child care,
Preschool for All, center-based
prevention initiative programs
and Head Start/Early Head Start
Programs.

Southern 7 Head Start shared
in a news release that achieving
the designation demonstrates
the program’s commitment
to providing quality care to
Illinois’ children beyond the
basic state licensing require-
ments, which cover seven broad
areas, including staffing, pro-
gramming, health, safety and
hygiene.

The Silver Circle of Quality
designation recognizes comple-
tion of a rigorous self-assess-
ment and implementation of

a continuous quality improve-
ment process, as verified by an
independent assessor. Silver
Circle programs meet or exceed
specific quality benchmarks
on learning environment and
instruction quality, along with
selected program business stan-
dards, provider qualifications
and professional development.

All STHS sites received the
designation. The sites include
Cobden, Dongola, Egyptian,
Hardin, Jonesboro, Metropolis,
Mounds, Pope, Vienna and
S7HS Building Blocks Day
Care Center in Metropolis. The
Silver Circle of Quality desig-
nation will remain in effect for
three years by submitting an
annual report every 12 months.

S7HS reported that research
shows children who are more
meaningfully engaged in ear-
ly learning experiences from
infancy through the first five
years of life are more likely to
be successful in school and in
life. With the right engagement,
children can form a healthy
foundation, which impact their
ability to think, react, process
and grow.

Highs in 80s, 90s common on July 4th

High temperatures on Inde-
pendence Day in the Southern
I1linois, Southeast Missouri
and Western Kentucky region
predominantly have been in
the 80s or 90s over the years.
Independence Day is Friday,
July 4th.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah posted
a look at Independence Day
weather on its website. Cli-
mate data has been recorded
at Barkley Regional Airport
in West Paducah since 1949.
Prior to that, weather data
was observed in downtown
Paducah back to 1937.

The Weather Service also re-
ported that a recent long stretch
of days with high humidity lev-
els was rather uncommon for
so early in the summer season
and that scattered showers and
storms have been occurring in
the region.

July 4th Weather

The Weather Service re-
ported that the normal high
temperature on Independence
Day in the region is 89 degrees.

Paducah has recorded the
century mark on one occa-
sion. In 2012, the temperature
soared to 101 degrees.

There have been four years
when the high temperature
failed to reach 80 degrees.
This has not happened since
1997, when the high was only
77 degrees.

Low temperatures on Inde-
pendence Day are usually in the
60s and 70s. The normal low is
69. There have been six years
when the low was in the 50s,
most recently in 2014.

Measurable precipitation has
fallen 32 percent of the time. In
1984, Independence Day rain-
fall totaled 3.44 inches.

As of early this week, the
forecast was calling for sun-
shine and a high near 91 degrees
in Anna for this year’s obser-
vance of Independence Day.

High Humidity Levels

The Weather Service report-
ed that June 28 marked the
eighth consecutive day with a
dew point reaching 75 degrees
in Paducah.

Dew point is a measure of
humidity (the temperature at
which air needs to be cooled to
reach saturation). A high dew
point means there is more mois-
ture in the air and it will feel
very comfortable (oppressive)
with readings at 75 or above.

Long durations of this level
of humidity are common and
July and August, but typically
last less than a week in the
month of June.

The all-time longest streak
with dew points of 75 and
higher in Paducah was 17
straight days, which was set
July 15-31, 2020.

Scattered Showers,
Storms

Scattered showers and
storms have been occurring
in the Union County area. The
Weather Service reported that
torrential rainfall rates were
possible Saturday morning,
June 28, in some parts of the
region. Localized rainfall
amounts exceeding 1 inch
in 30 minutes were possible.
Strong wind gusts also were
possible.

The Weather Service re-
ported that scattered thun-
derstorms were possible late
Monday afternoon and eve-
ning, June 30. The storms may
have produced brief gusty
winds; a storm or two may
have briefly become capable
of damaging winds. All of the
storms were expected to pro-
duce noticeably heavy rain.

Union County Fair Pageant
Now Accepting Contestants

The 2025 Union County
Fair Queen Pageant is now
accepting applications for all
age divisions: Miss, Junior
Miss, Little Miss and Princess.

The pageant will take place
on Friday, August 15 at 7:30
p.m. at the Union County
Fairgrounds.

Miss Union County Fair
Queen Pageant

Young women interested
in competing in the Miss Di-
vision must be between the
ages of 16 to 21 (must be 16
by Aug. 15,2025 and not yet
22 by Jan. 1, 2026).

They must also be a res-
ident of Union, Alexander,
Pulaski, Jackson, Johnson, or
Massac County.

Contestants must have nev-
er been married, never had a
child and not be an adoptive
parent.

They must not be a for-
mer fair queen or competing
in another 2025 county fair
pageant.

Residents of Alexander,
Pulaski, Jackson, Johnson and
Massac Counties are eligible
only if their county does not
host its own queen pageant. If
such a pageant is introduced,
eligibility will be restricted.

Junior Miss and Little
Miss Pageants

Open only to Union Coun-
ty residents who also attend
a Union County school (or
can provide proof of private
school registration if attending
outside the county).

Little Miss contestants must
be between the ages of 8 to

11 by Aug. 15. Junior Miss
contestants are aged 12 to 15
by Aug. 15.

Princess Program

The Princess Program of-
fers a non-competitive ex-
perience for younger girls.
Participants will receive a
tiara and sash, but no judging
will take place. The program
is open to Union County girls
aged 5 to 7 by Aug. 15.

The program is limited to
20 participants with a $25 en-
try fee. The entry deadline is
Aug. 12, or until full (which-
ever comes first).

Important Dates and
Meetings

An informational meeting
for all divisions will be held
on Sunday, July 7 from 6 to
7 p.m. at the Union County
Fair Board Office at Anna
City Park. The meeting is
for information purpose and
attendance not required to
compete.

The application deadline
for the pageants is July 13
at 11:59 p.m. No late entries
will be accepted unless the
deadline is extended.

Registration and photo
meetings will be held at the
Union County Fair Board
office in Anna City Park. All
contestants must come “picture
ready” for group photo and
headshots.

The Miss Division will meet
Sunday, July 13 at 6 p.m. Little
Miss will Monday, July 14 at
4 p.m.

And Junior Miss will meet
Monday, July 14 at 5 p.m.

The Princess Program will
hold a meeting and practice
time on Thursday, Aug. 14
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the fair-
grounds. Attendance is man-
ditory.

To apply, visit the Union
County Fair’s website: www.
unioncountyfair.net. Go to the
EVENTS tab and select the
relevant pageant division to
access the online application,
information packet and T-shirt
order form.

T-shirt sales are optional for
Princess participants and forms
are due by July 22.

For more information, con-
tact pageant director Janice
Osman at (618) 833-7777.

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

I “Feeding Kids in the Park,” (FREE) TUE & THR,
[-3 pm, shelter near playground — Anna.

2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price,
next door to Dollar General — Anna.

3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974

Busy agenda at regular
meeting of county board

Property taxes, home
schooling and the work done
by a local spay and neuter
coalition were topics of dis-
cussion at last week’s regular
meeting of the Union County
Board of Commissioners. The
meeting was Friday morning,
June 27, at the Union County
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Property Taxes

The commissioners heard
concerns from a community
member about an increase in
his property tax bill.

The recently mailed bills
include a significant increase
in the property tax bill for
Shawnee Community College
District No. 531 for Union
County for tax year 2024
payable in 2025. The increase
involved human error and was
attributed to a correction of a
calculation error by the prior
Union County clerk from tax
year 2023 payable in 2024.

In 2023, the tax rate was
incorrectly calculated at 0.37
instead of the correct rate of
0.59. As a result, the differ-
ence is being adjusted on the
2024 payable in 2025 tax bill.
Property owners are not being
charged additional taxes, but
rather are making up for the
under collection from the
prior year. The normal tax
rate of approximately 0.59
will be reinstated in tax year
2025 payable in 2026. Former
county clerk Lance Meis-
enheimer attended Friday’s
board meeting. He apologized
for the error.

County officials noted that
multiple factors go into the
drafting of tax bills, including
property reassessments, levies
which are set by local taxing
districts and the consumer
price index. Guidelines are set
by statute.

Home Schooling

The commissioners ap-
proved a resolution opposing
HB2827, the “Homeschool
Act,” a measure which was
introduced in the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly. The county
board’s consideration of the
resolution had been requested
by the local home schooling
community.

The wording of the res-
olution considered by the
commissioners stated that “the
synopsis of HB2827 declares
that the justification for the bill
is a presupposition that some
homeschoolers use home edu-
cation as a cover for abuse and
neglect and therefore all home
educators should be subjected
to annual registration require-
ments with short 3 and/or 10
day filing windows, parental
credentialing requirements,
mandated portfolio creation
and portfolio reviews, state
oversight of curriculums, un-
defined standards arbitrated
by unelected officials, private
interviews of minor children
and all under threat of fines
and penalties.” Truancy and
child welfare concerns are
addressed in the proposed
legislation.

The resolution also noted
that as of April 10, more than
125,000 combined witness
slips had been filed in oppo-
sition to the bill.

The resolution approved by
the commissioners on Friday
states that:

“The Union County Board
firmly opposes any expan-
sion of state authority that
undermines the ability of
parents to tailor educational
approaches to the individual
needs, values, and beliefs of
their children, viewing such
mandates as intrusive into the
private spheres of family life
and education.

“The Union County Board
affirms the right to define,
determine, design, direct and
delegate the education of
children is fundamental and
a priori to the parents and
families to which the children
belong and not to the State.

“The Union County Board
firmly opposes HB2827 and
any similar legislation that
would infringe on the rights of
parents and guardians to direct
the education of their children
or that would impose burden-
some and intrusive mandates
on homeschool and private
educational institutions.

“The Union County Board,
instead, calls upon legislation
to address cases of abuse or
neglect within education-
al settings by strengthening
existing truancy and child
welfare frameworks, thereby
protecting children without
infringing upon the rights
and freedoms of all families
choosing homeschooling or
private education.”

Spay/Neuter Coalition

Cobden Spay/Neuter Co-
alition representative Jillian
Miller addressed the commis-
sioners with concerns about
the county’s new animal con-
trol facility not handling cats.
Miller said a lot of people in
the community are concerned
about the situation and would
like to see it changed.

The Cobden Spay/Neuter
Coalition does work through-
out Union County to reduce
the feral cat population in
area communities and to help
residents to pay for spay and
neuter surgeries for their pets.

County board chairman Max
Miller said that handling cats
would require resources which
are not available at this time
at the new facility. He said the
concerns are appreciated and
that the county would continue
to look into the matter.

Other Business

In other business at Friday’s
county board meeting:

Commissioner Kent Pitts
thanked all of those who came
to a recent open house at the
county’s new animal control
facility.

“We have a building that
we can be really proud of,”
Pitts said. He noted that as
of late last week, the facility
was completely full. Pitts also
voiced appreciation for all of
the donations which help the
facility to meet its needs.

The commissioners ap-
proved the reappointment of
Jim Clark as a Shawnee Mass
Transit District trustee and
the reappointments of Debby
McKibben and Marsha Griffin
as members of the Southern 7
Board of Health.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 7-11- 6PM-8:30PM

Joneshoro First Baptist Church
201W. Wainut, Joneshoro, IL

Come join us for a trip "North" as we learn how
we can trust Jesus no matter the circumstances.

BIBLE STUDY - MUSIC * GAMES « SNACKS * CRAFTS « SCIENCE!!

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
Call 618-833-7981 if you need a ride to VBS.
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IDNR, state fire marshal offer
reminder about fireworks safety

As the nation celebrates the
Independence Day holiday on
July 4, the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, IDNR,
and the Office of the Illinois
State Fire Marshal, OSFM,
are reminding organizations
and individuals sponsoring
fireworks displays to keep
safety at the top of their
minds and to be sure their
vendors have the required
state licenses and certificates
before their fireworks shows.

The Illinois Explosives
Act requires that anyone who
purchases, possesses, uses,
transfers, stores or disposes
of explosives, including
display fireworks, must have
an explosives license and
explosives storage certificate
issued by the IDNR.

Licensing and storage
requirements administered
by the IDNR do not apply
to consumer fireworks
(classified as 1.4 explosives).
Approved consumer
fireworks are regulated by
the OSFM and are permitted
only in villages, counties
and municipalities that have
passed ordinances allowing
such displays. Consumer
fireworks may be purchased
and displayed only by adults
who have obtained permits
from their local jurisdiction.
Handheld fireworks, including
firecrackers, Roman candles
and bottle rockets, are not
approved for sale or use in
[linois.

The Illinois Explosives
Act is administered by the
IDNR Office of Mines and
Minerals, Explosives and
Aggregate Division. The
division is staffed by trained
and experienced blasting
specialists located throughout
[linois.

In addition to requiring
comprehensive licensing,
training and examination for
individuals, the law requires
that unattended display
fireworks and explosives must
be stored in an explosives
magazine, storage facility or
container that is inspected and
certified by IDNR.

IDNR currently has 2,135
individuals licensed for the
use of explosives in Illinois,
of which 694 are specifically
for the use of display
fireworks. There are 723
certified explosives storage
magazines in Illinois, which
contain nearly 40 million
pounds of explosives. Of
those storage magazines,
94 are certified specifically
for the storage of display
fireworks.

Anyone possessing, using,
transferring or purchasing
display fireworks without
a valid IDNR individual

explosives license or storage
certificate is violating
[llinois law and could incur
penalties. A violation of the
Illinois Explosives Act can
be a Class 3 felony, with a
maximum penalty of five
years in prison and a $10,000
fine. In addition, IDNR can
assess administrative fines
for violations involving
display fireworks and other
explosives.

Fireworks Can Cause
Injuries, Property Damage

According to the National
Fire Protection Association,
fireworks started an estimated
31,302 fires in 2022,
including 3,5047 structure
fires, 887 vehicle fires and
26,492 outside and other
fires. These fires caused an
estimated six civilian deaths,
44 civilian injuries and $109
million in direct property
damage. These fires are not
only caused by commercial/
consumer fireworks,
but also by unregulated
novelty fireworks that are
sometimes purchased at local
supermarkets.

In addition to fireworks,
novelties such as sparklers,
snappers and poppers are
dangerous. Sparklers account
for the greatest number of
fireworks injuries and often
to the youngest victims.
Sparklers burn at more than
1,200 degrees, which is hot
enough to melt many metals
and turn steel glowing red.
An instantaneous touch can
cause a burn and may result
in permanent damage or
scarring.

"Many people enjoy
celebrating the 4th of July
with consumer fireworks to
light up the night sky, but
these come with serious risks
that are often underestimated,"
said acting Illinois State Fire
Marshal Allen Reyne. "We
strongly encourage everyone
to attend professional
fireworks displays instead,
where safety measures are
in place. Choosing safer
alternatives like glow sticks
instead of sparklers can help
ensure a fun, festive and
injury-free Independence Day
celebration."

During the July 2024
seasonal reporting period,
45 hospitals and facilities
reported a total of 156 injuries.
There was one fatality
reported during the 2024
reporting period. Health care
facilities reported 98 people
were injured by fireworks
during the 2024 seasonal
reporting period. About 50%
of those injured suffered
multiple injuries.

The reported injuries were
related to a wide variety of

"“Che fprmching Pen”

) And why call ye ine, Lord, Lord, and do not the

@

things which I say? Luke 6:46

I am sure you have heard of the term, “litmus
test.” It refers to a small piece of paper which
changes color when it interacts with an un-
known substance. If the paper turns blue, the
unknown substance is a base substance, and if it
turns red, the unknown is an acidic substance.
Luke 6:46 is a “litmus test” for Christians.
Many people, even Christians, wish to call Jesus
their Lord but not their Master. The term “Lord”
in the passage indicates “‘ruler or master” of
their lives. Sadly, many, even self-professed
Christians, are not willing to make that commit-
ment. For Jesus to be Lord in our lives, He must
be given first place, Colossians 1:18. We cannot
separate the Master Teacher from His teachings.
John 14:15 records Christ, “If ye love me, keep
my commandments.” Obedience is the mark in
which souls will be commended or condemned
by Jesus. We cannot have a divided allegiance,
Matthew 6:24. Let us not forget the “lukewarm”
ones from the church at Laodicea, Revelation
3:16. How did the Lord treat them? Which will
you choose today? Your eternal destination de-
pends on it.

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ

fireworks, with "mortars" (36
percent) listed as the most
frequent type of fireworks or
pyrotechnic effect involved in
injury. This was followed by
Roman candles (12 percent),
bottle rockets (8 percent) and
sparklers (8 percent). The
type of injuries reported were
associated with various other
effects, including salutes (7
percent), smoke bombs (6
percent) and firecrackers (6
percent).

The sale and use of Roman
candles, firecrackers and
salute devices are prohibited
in Illinois. More than half
of all injuries affected hands
(29 percent), head/face (14
percent) and legs (13 percent).
Second-degree burns were
the leading type of injury at
23 percent, followed by first-
degree burns (18 percent).
Lacerations accounted for
17 percent of the injuries
and abrasions at 15 percent.
Loss of sight increased to
11 percent from 6 percent in
2023.

To report an explosives
incident or accident concerning
display fireworks, contact the
IDNR Office of Mines and
Minerals, Explosives and
Aggregate Division at 217-
782-9976 and the OSFM at
217-785-0969.

Weather

High 94, low 71; 0.69 of

an inch of rain

Temperatures ranged from
a high of 94 degrees to a low
of 71 during the period of June
24-30 in the Union County
area. Precipitation during the
period totaled 0.69 of an inch
of rain.

Following are highlights
for the period as recorded by
local weather observer Dana
Cross near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, June 24: high 90,
low 72.0.22 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, June 25: high
94, low 72.

Thursday, June 26: high 93,
low 71.

Friday, June 27: high 91,
low 72.

Saturday, June 28: high 88,
low 72.0.42 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, June 29: high 86,
low 71.0.04 of an inch of rain.

Monday, June 30: high 89,
low 73.0.01 of an inch of rain,

June Highlights

The high temperature for
the month of June was 94
degrees, which was recorded
June 23 and 25. The average
high was 86.

The low temperature for
the month was 57, which was
recorded June 10 and 11. The
average low was 67.

Precipitation for the month
totaled 7.27 inches of rain.
The most precipitation in a
24-hour period was 1.48 inch-
es of rain, which was recorded
June 6.

Through the end of the
month, precipitation for the
year totaled 31.61 inches.

Migrant
Head Start

[
enrolling

The Southern 7 Migrant
and Seasonal Head Start,
MSHS, program in Union
County is enrolling children
under age 6 for those who
qualify.

The MSHS program pro-
vides childcare and a com-
prehensive program of health,
parent involvement and social
services for preschool chil-
dren of low-income agricul-
tural workers. Eligibility is
determined by the type of
work which is being done
and the age of the child or
children.

Application information is
available by contacting the
parent coordinator at Head
Start at 618-697-9505. Habla
Espaiiol.

MSHS operates under a
grant from the Illinois De-
partment of Human Services
and is a program facilitated
through Southern 7 Health
Department and Head Start.

A-J’s Kansas Craig finishes
record-breaking season

L

- e

Team leader

Craig’s offense helped lead an A-J roster full of high-scoring hitters.

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School's Kansas
Craig had an unbelievable,
record-breaking season for
the Wildcats in 2025.

Craig helped lead her team
to a 29-4 record and a con-
ference championship by
putting up some amazing
numbers at the plate, includ-
ing a .679 batting average,
a .724 on-base percentage
and a slugging percentage
of 1.623.

She finished the season
with 72 hits, including 24
home runs and 22 doubles.

Her numbers broke several
single-season school records
at A-J. She now holds the top
spot in home runs with 24, the
most runs with 84, the most
RBI’s with 65 and the most
hits with 72. She also holds
the record for highest batting
average (.679) and slugging
percentage (1.623).

But her performance wasn’t
just impressive locally —
Craig's numbers put her at
the top of state and national
rankings. She led Illinois in
home runs (24), tied for 12th
nationally, and set a new state
record for runs scored with
84 (tied for 4th nationally).
Driving in 65 runs put her at
number 2 in the state for RBIs.

Her slugging percentage
ranked 3rd in the state, while
her batting average placed
her at an impressive 8th
statewide.

Craig’s dominance didn’t

Home run queen

Kansas Craig hit 24 home runs this season, the most
in the state and tied for the 12th most in the nation.

go unnoticed, as she was
named to the 1st Team
All-Conference in the South-
ern Illinois River-to-Riv-
er Conference, Mississippi
Division, and the 1st Team
Class 2A All-State roster. She
was also selected to the All-
South team and earned a spot
in the SI Select Softball All-
Star Game, which brought
together the top talent from

Du Quoin Fair box office open

The Du Quoin State Fair
Box Office opened for in-
person ticket purchases on
Monday, June 16.

Regular box office hours
are scheduled from 8 a.m. to 4
p-m. Monday through Friday.
During the fair, which is set
for Aug. 22 to Sept. 1, box
office are planned from 9 a.m.
until 9 p.m.

Tickets are on sale for
the River Radio/Pepsi Mid-
America Stage shows, which
are scheduled to include
David Lee Roth Aug. 23, the
Little River Band Aug. 24,
Tesla Aug. 28, Jake Owen
Aug. 29, Tucker Wetmore
Aug. 30 and Gabby Barrett

Sept. 1.

While in-person sales at
the grandstand started June
16, online sales are available
anytime at dsf.illinois.gov.

Carnival wristbands,
which offer one full day of
unlimited rides, are also on
sale through Aug. 21 for only
$25. Once the fair begins on
Aug. 22, wristbands will sell
for $30 for weekdays and $35
for weekends.

More information about
the grandstand events is
available by calling the
ticket office at 618-542-1535.
Information about carnival
wristbands is available by
calling 618-542-1515.

Durbin meets with SIU
leaders in Washington, D.C.

U.S. Senate Democratic
Whip Dick Durbin, D-III., met
with Dan Mahoney, president
of Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, SIU, and Austin Lane,
chancellor of SIU Carbondale,
SIUC, on June 25 in Washing-
ton, D.C., to discuss maintain-
ing research funding as the
Trump Administration halts
federal grants to universities
exploring scientific advances
and medical breakthroughs.

In the meeting, Durbin also
expressed his opposition to
Republicans’ efforts to pass
tax cuts for billionaires by
slashing $800 billion in Med-
icaid funding, which could
impact SIU Medicine’s com-
munity health centers around
the state that provide primary

care, mental health care and
oral health care to low-income
patients.

“Our colleges and univer-
sities are under serious threat
as the Trump Administration
cruelly slashes funding for
our education and research
institutions. We cannot let the
Trump Administration disrupt
the critical research happening
at Illinois universities, in-
cluding the Southern Illinois
University system,” Durbin
said in a news release. “In our
meeting today, I reiterated that
I will continue to be a vocal
supporter of Illinois’ revered
universities and push back on
the president’s shortsighted
goal to destroy the future of
research.”

the region.

Craig was also named the
Southern Illinois Softball
Player of the Year, sharing
the honor with Carterville’s
Cadence Phillips.

Craig just finished her
junior year at A-J, which
means she will be back next
year with aims at putting up
even bigger numbers for the
Wildcats.

Corn, soybean
crop rotation

focus of study

While the majority of Mid-
western farmers rotate corn and
soybeans, commodity prices
and corn yield advantages
compel some to plant corn year
after year.

Although foundational
research on the benefits of
corn-soybean rotation goes
back decades, University of Il-
linois Urbana-Champaign sci-
entists are working to address
remaining holistic questions
about crop yield, environ-
mental impacts and economic
returns under various crop
rotation scenarios.

In a new study, researchers
from the university’s Agroeco-
system Sustainability Center
and the College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environmental
Sciences used the sophisticated
agroecosystem model ecosys
to explain why corn yield is
higher after soybean at normal
nitrogen fertilization rates;
how corn-soy rotation impacts
soil greenhouse gas emissions
and nitrogen leaching; and
when corn-soy rotation is most
economically advantageous.

“We found that while corn-
soy rotation can boost corn
yields and reduce nitrogen fer-
tilizer needs, the benefits come
with nuanced environmental
and soil carbon trade-offs,”
said study leader Kaiyu Guan,
founding director of the ASC
and ACES Levenick Professor
in the Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental
Sciences at Illinois.
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Illinois publlc health officials urge everyone to celebrate July 4th safely

The Illinois Department
of Public Health, IDPH, is
urging Illinoisans to celebrate
July 4th and the start of this
year’s summer season safely
by following proven safety
guidance so as not to spoil
the fun. Follow food handling
safety tips to protect friends
and family from food-borne
illnesses. Avoid sunburn and
heat stroke by using sunscreen
and proper summer attire.
Protect yourself from disease
carrying pests like mosquitos
and ticks. And leave the
fireworks to professionals.

This summer, IDPH is
joining the Illinois State Fire
Marshal, OSFM, in pointing
to a 44 percent spike in
fireworks-related injuries
reported to Illinois hospitals
in July of 2023 compared to
2024.1In 2023, 108 fireworks
injuries were logged at 34
hospitals; last year, 156
injuries, including one
fatality, were recorded by 45
hospitals. As part of an effort
to gather more comprehensive
data, the OSFM is this year
asking all medical providers
to report fireworks injuries by
completing an online form.

“Independence Day is a
one of my favorite holidays,”
said IDPH director Dr.
Sameer Vohra. “As we
celebrate America’s birthday
with family, friends, food
and fireworks, I encourage
my fellow Illinoisans to do
a little advance planning to
make the 4th of July weekend
as healthy and as safe as
possible. Avoid food-borne
illnesses at cookouts and
picnics by keeping cold foods
cold and cooking hot foods
to the proper temperature.

Steer clear of insect-borne
illnesses and ‘fight the bite’
by reducing exposure and
repelling unwanted bugs.
Dodge sunburn and heat-
related illnesses by applying
sunscreen, staying hydrated,
wearing lightweight, light-
colored clothing. And keep
the handling of fireworks to
the professionals.”

Vohra noted that when it
comes to attending fireworks
displays, the smoke from
such events can adversely
affect the health of people
with heart or lung disease.
People with these conditions
can still enjoy fireworks by
taking protective steps, such
as wearing a high-quality
mask and viewing from a
distance.

Following are additional
health tips from IDPH on
how to have a happy and safe
July 4 and summer season
on food safety; water safety;
preventing sun burn and
heat stroke; and tick- and
mosquito-borne illnesses.

Food Safety

It can be difficult to keep
food cold during warm
weather, especially while
picnicking or traveling. Keep
meat, poultry, and seafood
refrigerated until ready to
grill. When transporting food,
keep them at 40 degrees F or
below in an insulated cooler.

One tip to help keep your
cooler below 40 degrees F
is to pack beverages in one
cooler and food in another.
The cooler with the beverages
will likely be opened more
frequently, causing the
temperature inside the cooler
to fluctuate. Also keep coolers
in the shade and out of the

direct sun.

To guard against cross-
contamination, food should
be kept separate. Raw meat,
poultry and seafood should be
stored and prepared separately
from fruits, vegetables,
cheeses, salads and cooked
foods.

Before grilling, thaw food
safely in the refrigerator, in
cold running water or in the
microwave. Always marinate
food in the refrigerator, no
matter what kind of marinade
you’re using. Never thaw
or marinate meat, poultry,
or seafood on the counter.
Harmful germs can multiple
quickly at room temperature.

Wash your hands with
soap and water before eating
as well as before, during and
after preparing foods. Wash
work surfaces, utensils and
the grill before and after
cooking.

Before you start grilling,
use a moist cloth or paper
towel to clean the grill surface.
If you use a wire bristle brush,
inspect the grill’s surface
before cooking. Wire bristles
from the grill cleaning brush
may dislodge and stick into
food on the grill.

When grilling, make sure
food is cooked to a safe
temperature by using a food
thermometer. Follow these
temperature guidelines to
ensure grilled food is safe for
consumption:

145 degrees F: Whole cuts
of beef, veal, lamb, and pork,
including fresh ham (allow
meat to rest for 3 minutes
before carving or eating).

145 degrees F: Fish with
fins.

160 degrees F: Ground

meats, such as beef and pork.

165 degrees F: All poultry,
including ground chicken
and turkey, leftovers and
casseroles

Throw out marinades and
sauces that have touched raw
meat juices, which can spread
germs to cooked foods. Use
clean utensils and a clean
plate when you take cooked
food off the grill.

After the meal, divide
leftovers into small portions,
cover, and place in clean,
shallow containers. Make
sure all leftovers are kept in
the freezer or fridge or on
ice within two hours after
cooking,or one hour if outdoor
or indoor temperatures are
above 90 degrees F.

And know the symptoms of
most types of food poisoning,
which include diarrhea, severe
cramps, fever, abdominal
pain, nausea, vomiting and
bloody diarrhea. Symptoms
can begin from 30 minutes
to three or more days after
eating contaminated food. If
symptoms are severe or
last longer than two days,
contact a doctor or health care
provider.

Water and Swimming
Safety

Whether at the beach, on
the lake or in a swimming
pool, keep the following
safety precautions at top of
mind:

Supervise young children
around water. Always use life
jackets and secure personal
flotation devices. Avoid
alcohol while supervising
children and before or
during swimming, boating,
or waterskiing

Shower before entering

a swimming pool and do
not swim when ill with
diarrhea. Be aware of the
local weather conditions and
forecasts; especially watch for
thunderstorms with lightning.
Pay attention to lifeguards
and posted instructions.

Sun and Heat

When the temperature
is elevated, guard against
sunburn and heat illness:

Never leave anyone,
including pets, alone in a
closed, parked vehicle.

On hot days, go to CDC’s
Heat and Health tracker for
instructions on what to do in
your area, such as appropriate
hydration, amount of outdoor
exposure, especially if you
are at risk for heat injury.

If you are at risk (people
over 65 years, children,
pregnant people, those with
chronic conditions, those
without air conditioning,
athletes and outdoor workers)
should come up with a Heat
Action Plan with their
medical provider and be
familiar with how to: Stay
cool. Stay hydrated. Know
the symptoms. Check air
quality. Have a medication
plan.

Be aware of heat stroke
symptoms: hot, dry skin,
hallucinations, chills,
throbbing headache, high
body temperature, confusion/
dizziness and slurred speech.

If present, be sure to call
911; quickly cool the person in

a cool bath or wrap wet sheets
around them; if the victim
refuses water, is vomiting or
shows a decreased level of
consciousness, do not give
anything to eat or drink.

Know where cooling
centers in Illinois are located
through Keep Cool Illinois.

Ticks and Mosquitoes

Whether camping, hiking
or in the backyard, guard
against insect-borne illnesses.
Mosquitoes can transmit
West Nile virus and ticks
can transmit Lyme disease,
Rocky Mountain spotted
fever, Ehrlichiosis and other
serious infections.

Wear insect repellant:
Apply insect repellent that
contains DEET, picaridin,
oil of lemon eucalyptus
or IR 3535, according to
label instructions. Avoid
being outside during prime
mosquito-biting hours, dusk
to dawn. Avoid tick-infested
areas, such as the woods and
high grasses.

Check people and pets
for ticks every two to three
hours. Remove ticks attached
to the body promptly to
help prevent diseases. Use
tweezers to remove the tick
and call a health care provider
if a rash, fever or body aches
develop during the one to
three weeks following a
bite. Ask a veterinarian about
preventing tickborne diseases
in pets as they can carry ticks
into the home.

City of Jonesboro
618-833-2712

City of Anna

Mayor, Commissioners and City Employees

JOE OLLIS

Real Estate & Auction jn¥e

alex@ollisauction.com
400 New Hope Road ¢ Buncombe, IL 62912

ALEX BELCHER
Auctioneer
(618) 833-2227
Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

SOUTHERN

400 S. Main St. ¢ Jonesboro, IL ¢ 618-833-2494

Fo

Inc.

R&J Country Living
618-833-7418
Ron & Janice Garner

@ Wna—Jonesboro
National Bank

Dedlicated to our customers, committed to our community
201 South Main » Anna, IL + 618-833-8506 » 512 E. Vienna St. + Anna, IL + 618-833-2922
1002 Public Square + Joneshoro * 616-833-4547

Member

FDIC

Village of Dongola
618-827-4343

STATE BANK
100 E. Vienna * Anna * 833-2151

Member

FDIC

EQUAL HOUSNG

LENDER

Spanish Oaks Center

Kristie McAllister/Owner, Administrator
833-8013

W

Your Local News

BEH

{  Weather - Sports Authority

[ Anna, 1
330 S. Main -

www.wibhradio.com

Anna, Il -

833-WIBH

Brad's Gollision Works &

Towing LLC
911E.ViennaStreet-Anna,IL-618-833-3102

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

Jonesboro * 618-833-6521

A

Sting Blade Performance

905 US Hwy. 51 S

(618) 833-4592

Anna, IL 62906

Duty's Auto Glass

324 Willards Ferry Rd. * Jonesboro, IL
618-833-2923

L

Schaefer
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www.sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 - 618-833-5498
P.O. Box 136, Wolf Lake, IL 62998
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Anna Tire & Auto Center
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Off Hwy. 51 ¢ Anna, IL
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RURAL HEALTH, Inc.

Five Sites for Your Healthcare Needs:

Anna Dongola Goreville
513 N. Main Street 318 U.S. Hwy. 51N 400 S. Broadway
(618) 833-4471 (618) 827-3545 (618) 995-1002
Metropolis Vienna
1003 E. 5th Street % 803 North 1st Street
(618) 524-7499 (618) 658-2811

in you

Rodney Henry
and
Shawn McMahan

TN

INDEPENDENT RISK MANAGEMENT SINCE 1980

151 Leigh Ave. ¢ Anna, IL
618-833-4721

Taylor
Dodd &
Wood
Insurance
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Anna-Jo Garden Club celebrates summer

AJGC Scholarship awardee Lindsey Windings, and
her father Dan, with Club President Nancy Kucera

Our newest member Amanda Kelley of Jonesboro
at AJGC Park workday. She says that weeding is
stress relief, and we all agree. So is sharing the love
of gardening, plants and the natural world with others.

AJGC VP Debby Frankland welcomes new members
and arranges flowers, and speakers, for Club.

by Julie Murphy

Our June meeting was held at
the Anna-Jo Garden Club Park.
Members created bouquets
and then delivered lovely cre-
ative flower displays to nursing
homes, other businesses librar-
ies and village halls.

The club voted to donate
quality tools to the Davies
School gardeners on behest of
the Youth Committee. Club also
voted to donate an Annnabelle
hydrangea to Cobden, for beau-
tification projects there.

We welcomed Sydney, who

joined member Connor Jerolds

and new members Amanda
Kelley and LouAnn Elwell and
her husband as we all shared a
most delicious potluck meal,
hosted by the AJGC officers,
with members contributing.

Annabelle Festival was a
most successful event for the
club, and the community. We
are pleased that a number of
new Annabelle hydrangeas will
be planted in Union County,
that the weather was lovely and
that the event well attended and
appreciated.

Our annual Garden Walk
was held on Thursday, June 26.
Scholarships were awarded to
Cobden’s Lindsey Windings.
(Lindsey, her father Dan and
Club President pictured.) Ken-
zie Stover from A-J was not
available. Both girls will attend
college in the fall, majoring in
education.

Awards achieved by the club
were also announced, and edu-
cation on monarch preservation
was given by Club member
Peggy Ferguson of Vienna.

Table decorations were pro-
vided by Susan Prestia and
other club members, and light
refreshments by Susan Sherwin.

There was music by Curtis
Wilson and Uncle John. A very
warm evening yet pleasant
in the shade, with occasional
breezes.

Our next meeting will be July
8 with a speaker from Friends
of Giant City. We welcome new
members and encourage new
gardeners to join us, for this and
other events.

We encourage those inter-
ested to attend the presentation
by renown naturalist Christo-
pher Benda on “Rare Plants of
Southern Illinois” to be held
at Stinson Library on July 14
at5 p.m.

Club members Glenda McDowell, Jean Few, Susan Sherwin and Betty Sirles at
the Annabellle Festival. Sales of homegrown, heritage Annabelles were brisk all day.

Six sluggers

During a season full of high-scoring games, six standout hitters from the A-JCHS
softball team combined for an impressive 67 home runs this season, earning them
the #2 spot in the state and placing them 7th all-time on the IHSA single-season home
run list. Pictured (left to right): Kansas Craig (24), Ariana Turner (15), Jayci Needling
(13), Ruby Yates (8), and Jayda Shepard (7).

Creative campers featured at Shawnee Hills Arts Council
The Shawnee Hills Arts Council in Anna held creative summer camp classes in

both drama and art for students of all ages this summer. Participants in the camps

were able to showcase their newly learned skills recent shows and productions.

The Foreground Rural Arts Initiative Art Camp was held from June 23 to 27 at the
Shawnee Hills Arts Council. The event focused on the fusion of art and technology. The
camp was free for all children thanks to funding from the Foreground Rural Initiative
grant through the lllinois Humanities Council distributed through Artspace 304. An arts
reception was held on June 27, to showcase the students’ artwork created throughout
the week. Pictured are, from left, Cindy, Cathy, Maci, “Mo”, Lucas, Lincoln, Riggins,
Beckett, Kellen, Lydia, Althael, Mya, Tiernan, Kate, August, Eva, Bella, and Erin.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council’s drama camp finished the weeks of work with two
performances of the musical “Destination America” on June 28 and 29. The cast had
fun performing and the audience enjoyed the songs and their dance moves. Alexander,
age six, shared, “l going to get on the stage singing and dancing.”

The camp was three weeks long with Jaylyn Althoff directing, Danica Morgan
designing the set, and Patty Cohen directing the music. The camp was funded by a
grant from Artspace 304’s Southern Arts Fund, and partially supported by grants from
the lllinois Arts Council through federal funds provided by the National Endowment
of the Arts, as well as Good Chaos and generous private donations. The cast pictured
are, in the first row from left, Aurora and Alexander. Second row from left, Colden,
Carson, Ella, Lydia, Max, Charlotte, and Althael; and Third Row L to R: Mya, June’s
shoulder, Micha, Leathy, Tymbree and Bella.

Praising our military

The Daniel Chapman Chapter, National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution recently met
to write Fourth of July cards to veterans and active-
military personnel. Cards were given to the Marion VA
Hospital and the Anna Veterans Home while others
were mailed to veterans and members of the armed
services. In total, 312 cards were either given or sent.
The National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution of which Daniel Chapman Chapter focuses
on volunteerism, especially regarding veterans and
active-military personnel. For chapter members, cards
to veterans and active-military personnel is just one
way to say thank you.

Historic documents
The Union County Historical and Genealogy Society
recently received a group of documents from the

New business

Union-Jackson Farm Workers Association. The group
operated the Migrant Workers Camp north of Cobden.

D’s Discount Grocery has opened in the area and is
ready for business. The new establishment is located
on Hwy 146 between Martins Auto and Mikes Metal. Mike
Diller (right) is the owner. Bessie Mae Ellis (left) enjoyed
shopping there. Photo by Martha Ann Webb.

Albert Turl of Carbondale donated the documents. He
served as president of the association and had stored
the documents after the group disbanded. The records
will be kept at the Society's Resource Center in Cobden.



