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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Thank you to all of those 
who contributed to the suc-
cess of this year’s Union 
County Fair in Anna.

***
Students in the Union 

County CEO program had 
several opportunities to get 
some up close looks at the 
Union County Fair.

***
The Labor Day holiday 

will be observed on Monday, 
Sept. 1. The observance “of-
ficially” brings an end to the 
summer season.

***
The City of Anna has an-

nounced plans for this year’s 
ColorFest celebration, which 
is planned from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 11. Activ-
ities are slated to take place 
at the city’s new Davie Street 
Plaza and Pavilion. Live mu-
sic, vendors, food and more 
are planned.

***
Plans for a Downtown 

Block Party scheduled from 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sept. 19 
also are being promoted by 
the City of Anna.

***
The City of Anna has issued 

a reminder that all legitimate 
door-to-door salespeople are 
required by law to carry a 
valid permit issued by the city.

***
In a social media posting 

on Friday, Lick Creek School 
announced that school would 
not be in session. Classes 
were not held due to a water 
main break in the area which 
was reported by the Lick 
Creek Public Water District.

***
Jonesboro Public Library 

is offering tutoring through 
a homework assistance pro-
gram. Tutoring is scheduled 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
each Thursday at the library. 
High school students can 
receive tutoring in a variety 
of subjects.

***
A Public Library Outreach 

Day is planned Sept. 2 by 
Stinson Memorial Public 
Library. Activities, includ-
ing library card sign up, are 
planned from 8 a.m. to noon 
at the farmers market in Anna 
and from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Pizza Villa in Anna.

***
In observance of Celebrate 

American Artist Appreciation 
Month, Stinson Memorial 
Public Library in Anna plans 
to host a “Mosaic Crafter-
noon” event with artist Alma 
Thomas at 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, today. The event is for 
those 8 years and older, un-
less accompanied by an adult 
for younger participants.

***
Good luck to the An-

na-Jonesboro Community 
High School football team, 
which is scheduled to open 
its season Friday night, Aug. 
29, at Harrisburg. Kickoff is 
set for 7 p.m.

***
State-mandated safety 

drills are scheduled this week 
at Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School.

(continued on page 3)

Midway at the Union County Fair
The midway at the Union County Fair was a busy place Thursday evening, Aug. 21. Cooler weather had arrived, 

bringing a break from recent sweltering heat and humidity which the area had experienced. County fair activities 
continued through last weekend at the Anna City Park. The park is the home of the annual fair.

Free concert 
set at Stinson

Stinson Memorial Public 
Library in Anna plans to host 
a free concert by singer and 
songwriter Megan Bee at 1 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 30. The 
concert will be presented in 
the auditorium at the library, 
which is located at 409 S. 
Main St. in Anna.

Bee, who is based in Ath-
ens, Ohio, will be releas-
ing her new album, “Fic-
tion,” in the fall. Her music 
is described as evocative 
folk-Americana with a sense 
of peace.

Weather
Heat index of 118.7;
.44 of an inch of rain

Sweltering summer heat 
and humidity gave way to 
milder weather in the Union 
County area during the peri-
od of Aug. 19-25. 

High temperatures during 
the period ranged from 77 to 
97 degrees. A heat index val-
ue of nearly 119 degrees was 
recorded last week before the 
cooler weather arrived.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod totaled 0.44 of an inch 
of rain.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
local weather observer Dana 
Cross near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Aug. 19: high 
97, low 71. 0.26 of an inch 
of rain. A heat index value of 
118.7 degrees was recorded 
at 1:30 p.m. At the time, the 
air temperature was 96.7 
degrees.

Wednesday, Aug. 20: high 
85, low 68. 0.18 of an inch 
of rain.

Thursday, Aug. 21: high 
81, low 66.

Friday, Aug. 22: high 82, 
low 63.

Saturday, Aug. 23: high 
87, low 59. 

Sunday, Aug. 24: high 82, 
low 57. 

Monday, Aug. 18: high 77, 
low 52.

Junior livestock auction held at Union County Fair
Hard work by young people once again was showcased at the junior livestock auction at the Union County 

Fair in Anna. The auction was held Thursday evening, Aug. 21. In a message on social media, the fair thanked all 
of those who supported this year’s junior livestock exhibitors.

Area public libraries 
receive state grants

Southern Illinois public li-
braries are receiving grant fund-
ing from the Illinois Secretary 
of State’s office. Illinois Secre-
tary of State Alexi Giannoulias 
was in Southern Illinois Aug. 
22. He toured the public library 
in Du Quoin. He also visited the 
Du Quoin State Fair.

The visit to the library fol-
lowed the awarding of nearly 
$1.5 million in library grants 
to Southern Illinois libraries 
for Fiscal Year 2025 to ensure 
access to quality resources and 
programming. The Du Quoin 
library received $12,500 in 
technology grants and $8,594 
in per capita grants.

The per capita grants were 
calculated according to a stat-
utory formula based on the 
population of each community. 
The technology grants were 
awarded to help public libraries 
in underserved communities 

with needed technology en-
hancements.

Area public libraries which 
are receiving public library 
per capita grant funding, and 
the amount they are receiving, 
include:

Stinson Memorial Public 
Library District, $20,324.03. 
Stinson’s main library is in 
Anna; the district has a branch 
library in Cobden.

Cairo Public Library, 
$2,556.18. Carbondale Pub-
lic Library, $32,239.08. Don-
gola Public Library District, 
$2,626.98. Jonesboro Public 
Library, $2,523.73. Mounds 
Public Library, $974.98. Vi-
enna Carnegie Public Library, 
$1,980.93.

Dodge Memorial Public Li-
brary District in Olive Branch is 
receiving $12,500 in technolo-
gy grant funding and $1,736.08 
in per capita grant funding.

Southern 7 plans to hold 
Diaper Drives in September

National Diaper Need 
Awareness Week is Sept. 15-21. 
To help draw attention to this 
unmet need in the lower seven 
counties in Illinois, Southern 
7 Health Department plans to 
have several “Bundles of Joy” 
Diaper Drives throughout its 
service region this September. 
Donations will support families 
served through the department’s 
Head Start and WIC programs.

The campaign is scheduled 
to kick off in Union County. 
Donations will be accepted at 
locations throughout the region. 
The schedule, and locations, 
include:

Sept. 2-30: Edward Jones, 
1000 Leigh Ave., Suite C, 
Anna. 

Sept. 3-5: Dollar General 
Store, Cairo, near the interstate.

Sept 8-10: Dollar General 
Store, Rosiclare.

Sept. 10-12: Dollar General 
Store, Golconda.

Sept. 15-17: Dollar General 
Store, Vienna.

Sept. 17-19: Big John’s Su-
per Store, Metropolis.

Sept. 22-24: Dollar General 
Store, Karnak.

Sept. 24-27, Kroger store, 
Anna.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1, Dollar Gen-
eral Store, Cobden. 

In addition to diapers, mon-
etary donations to purchase 
diapers will be accepted at each 
Diaper Drive location, except 
for Edward Jones in Anna. For 
those who are unable to visit 
a Diaper Drive in their area, 
donations can also be delivered 
to the Southern 7 public health 
clinics and Head Start sites in 
Alexander, Hardin, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski and 
Union counties through the end 
of September.

“It’s not news that the fam-

ilies in our region are strug-
gling,” Southern 7 Health 
Department community out-
reach coordinator Shawnna 
Rhine said in a news release. 
“These diapers will help ease 
the expense burden for so many 
families, while keeping their 
children happy and healthy.”

Clean diapers are a basic 
need of every baby and toddler. 
The lack of clean diapers is 
seen as a growing problem in 
the United States. According 
to new data from the National 
Diaper Bank Network, one in 
two U.S. families can’t afford 
enough diapers to keep their 
infant or child clean, dry and 
healthy. As a result these babies 
are more vulnerable to painful 
rashes, urinary tract infections, 
toxic stress and more trips to 
the doctor.

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics reported that on av-
erage newborns need 10 to 12 
diapers per day, or 300 for the 
first month of life, with an aver-
age cost of $90 per month. The 
average child will use about 
7,100 diapers before being 
potty trained, with a cost of $78 
to $90 per month, and the total 
average cost per year of $936. 
Such added expenses are often 
difficult for the families served 
through Southern 7.

This is the second year for 
the “Bundles of Joy” Diaper 
Drives. In 2024, over 8,900 di-
apers were collected, along with 
various baby cleaning essentials 
and nearly $1,000 to purchase 
more diapers.

Head Start is a comprehen-
sive child development pro-
gram, funded by the U.S. De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services and serves families 
with young children age birth 
to 5. Services include the areas 
of education, school readiness, 
social service, health and family 
involvement. Southern 7 offers 
Head Start, Early Head Start, 
and Migrant and Seasonal 
Head Start for income eligible 
families who live in the lower 
seven counties in Illinois.

The Women, Infants and 
Children, WIC, Supplemental 
Nutrition Program is a federally 
funded program through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
that provides federal grants to 
states to safeguard the health 
of low-income women, infants 
and children up to age 5 who 
are at nutrition risk by providing 
nutritious foods to supplement 
diets, information on healthy 
eating and referrals to health 
care. WIC is available at each 
Southern 7 public health clinic.

For more information about 
the “Bundles of Joy” Diaper 
Drives, contact Shawnna Rhin-
de at 618-634-2297, extension 
971161, or visit Southern 7 on 
Facebook and Instagram.



Page 2 - Section A                                                                                                  Thursday, August 28, 2025                                                                                           The Gazette-Democrat

Heading to the starting line
Harness racing horses and their drivers headed to the starting line during action at the Union County Fair in Anna 

on Saturday afternoon, Aug. 16. Harness racing took place on the track in front of the Henry Dillow Grandstand 
at the Anna City Park, which is the home of the fair each year.

Illinois 
products 
featured 

The Du Quoin State Fair 
celebrates Illinois agriculture, 
the state’s number one indus-
try. The 2025 Illinois Product 
Expo at this year’s fair offers 
a way to connect buyers with 
local farmers and producers.

The Illinois Product Expo, 
located in the Expo Hall, is 
scheduled to be open during 
the second weekend of the 
Du Quoin State Fair. Local 
products will be available Fri-
day, Aug. 29, from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m.; Saturday, Aug. 30, from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Aug. 31, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Nearly two dozen vendors 
will be offering free food sam-
ples and selling seasonings, 
jellies and jams, honey, freeze 
dried candy, salsa, coffee, 
herbal tea, soaps, lip balm, 
birdhouses, wood and gourd 
crafts, essential oil products, 
candles and much more. In ad-
dition, several Illinois wineries 
will offer wine tasting.

The Du Quoin State Fair 
began Aug. 22 and is scheduled 
to run through Sept. 1. Admis-
sion to the fair is free. Parking 
is $15 for Gate 1, and $10 for 
all other gates. visit dsf.illinois.
gov for additional information 
including seasonal parking and 
handicap parking details.  

DOJ demands Illinois 
voter personal 
information by Sept. 1

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Federal 
officials are continuing to press 
their demand for Illinois’ unre-
dacted voter registration data-
base, which includes  sensitive 
personal information, and are 
now giving state officials until 
Monday, Sept. 1, to comply.

In an email Thursday, Aug. 
21, Michael E. Gates, an attor-
ney in the Civil Rights Division 
of the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, rejected the Illinois State 
Board of Elections’ request 
for additional time to research 
the legal issues involved in the 
demand to determine what data 
it can lawfully turn over.

“The electronic form of Il-
linois’s Voter Registration List 
already exists and can be eas-
ily transmitted to the Justice 
Department by following the 
instructions in our (July 28) 
letter,” Gates wrote. “The legal 
authorities presented by the 
Justice Deprtment’s (sic) for the 
transmittal of the VRL are clear. 
Having said this, we will extend 
the time to respond for Illinois 
to September 1st.”

The Justice Department 
has said it wants the state’s 
complete voter registration 
database, including “all fields 
contained within the list,” so it 
can determine whether the state 
is complying with provisions of 
the 1993 National Voter Regis-
tration Act.

That law requires states to 
keep those lists accurate and 
up to date. That includes oc-
casionally purging the list of 
registrations of people who 
have died or moved.

In addition to the database, 
DOJ also asked the state in its 
July 28 letter to identify the 
number of people purged from 
the rolls due to being nonciti-
zens, adjudicated as incompe-
tent or having felony convic-
tions. And the agency asked 
for a list of all state and local 
election officials who have been 
responsible for carrying out list 
maintenance functions since the 
November 2022 elections.

The elections board respond-
ed to that request on Aug. 
11 by providing most of the 
information DOJ sought, in-
cluding a copy of the same 
voter registration database that 
state law allows it to release to 
political committees and other 
government agencies.

That list includes voters’ 
names, addresses, voting his-
tory and the date when they 
registered to vote. It does not 
include other sensitive personal 
information contained in voters’ 
records such as their dates of 
birth, driver’s license numbers 
and the last four digits of their 
Social Security numbers.

The board cited both federal 
and state laws for redacting that 
sensitive information including 
the federal Privacy Act, the 
Illinois Identity Protection Act 
and the Illinois Personal Infor-

mation Protection Act.
But DOJ wrote   on Aug. 

14   the state’s response was 
insufficient and insisted on 
access to the entire, unredacted 
database, “including the regis-
trant’s full name, date of birth, 
residential address, his or her 
state driver’s license number 
or the last four digits of the 
registrant’s social security num-
ber as required under the Help 
America Vote Act (“HAVA”) to 
register individuals for federal 
elections.”

HAVA is a 2002 federal law 
that was enacted in the wake of 
the contested 2000 presidential 
election. Among other things, 
it sets minimum standards for 
states to follow in several areas 
of election administration, in-
cluding voting equipment and 
maintaining statewide voter 
registration databases.

DOJ has not said why that 
information is necessary for it 
to investigate the state’s com-
pliance with requirements for 
maintaining up-to-date voter 
registration rolls.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Insurance industry opposes regulation, 
blames inflation, climate change for rate hikes

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
Insurance industry offi-

cials have defended recent 
homeowners insurance rate 
spikes, blaming such fac-
tors as inflation and climate 
change while warning that 
attempts to regulate their 
ability to set rates would be 
bad for consumers.

In testimony during a vir-
tual meeting Wednesday, 
Aug. 20, of the Senate In-
surance Committee, officials 
pushed back against criti-
cisms by Gov. JB Pritzker 
and legislative leaders who 
said the hikes raise suspi-
cions that Illinois home-
owners are being charged 
extra to help cover insurance 
losses caused by wildfires, 
hurricanes and other natural 
disasters elsewhere in the 
country.

Robert Gordon, a senior 
vice president at the Amer-
ican Property Casualty In-
surance Association, said 
property losses from natural 
disasters are common in 
Illinois, and they have been 
growing more frequent.

“Chicago is the most at-
risk of any major city for 
severe convective storms,” 
he said. “That’s storms like 
thunderstorms, hail, torna-
does. …Both the average 
annual losses and the number 
of billion-dollar-plus disas-

ters in Illinois has dramati-
cally increased over the last 
several years.”

Calls for Regulation
In July, Pritzker called on 

lawmakers to pass legislation 
in the upcoming fall veto ses-
sion that would give the Illi-
nois Department of Insurance 
regulatory authority over the 
rates companies charge for 
homeowners insurance.

That came after one of the 
largest insurers in the Illinois 
market, Bloomington-based 
State Farm Insurance, an-
nounced it was raising pre-
miums for residential prop-
erty casualty insurance in 
Illinois by an average 27.2 
percent.

“These increases are pred-
icated on catastrophe loss 
numbers that are entirely 
inconsistent with the Illinois 
Department of Insurance’s 
own analysis – indicating 
that  State Farm  is shifting 
out-of-state costs onto the 
homeowners in our state,” 
Pritzker said in a statement. 
“Hard-working Illinoisans 
should not be paying more 
to protect beach houses in 
Florida.”

State Farm disputed that 
claim, saying the rate in-
creases were the direct re-
sult of property insurance 
losses in Illinois. It noted 
the company had lost money 

in its homeowners’ line of 
business in 13 of the last 15 
years.

But State Farm’s action 
also highlighted the fact that 
Illinois is the only state in 
the nation whose insurance 
regulators do not have au-
thority to review and either 
approve, modify or reject 
proposed premium changes 
in the homeowners insurance 
market. Only in recent years 
has the General Assembly 
given the department regu-
latory authority over health 
insurance premiums.

“Competition” as Reg-
ulator

Nat Shapo, a former direc-
tor of the Illinois Department 
of Insurance under former 
Gov. George Ryan from 
1999 to 2003 who is now an 
attorney in private practice, 
testified that the primary job 
of state regulators should be 
to make sure insurance com-
panies remain solvent, not 
to put caps on the premiums 
they charge.

“That’s because the great-
est harm to policyholders 
that your constituents is 
when a carrier can’t pay their 
claims,” he said.

Instead of regulating pre-
miums, Shapo said, Illinois 
has traditionally relied on 
market competition to keep 
rates affordable while reg-

ulators have focused on 
making sure the premiums 
companies charge are suf-
ficient to provide them with 
enough capital to pay claims.

He said regulating premi-
ums in a way that inhibits 
companies from adapting 
to changing circumstances 
often results in driving some 
carriers out of the market, 
thereby weakening compe-
tition and raising prices for 
consumers even further.

“For 50 years since the 
market became competitive, 
(Illinois) has used competi-
tion, the most ruthless reg-
ulator of price, to regulate 
insurance rates,” Shapo said. 
“The results have been very 
good.”

Sen .  Ju l i e  Mor r i son , 
D-Lake Forest, who chairs 
the committee, said the Aug. 
20 hearing was for informa-
tional purposes only. She 
said more hearings will be 
held before the committee 
considers any legislation, but 
she did not indicate when the 
next hearing would be.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to 
hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Union County CEO Hosts 2026 Orientation

New CEO team
The 2026 Union County CEO team includes, from left, Raegan Jones, Drue Teske, Aleah Box, Jayci Needling, 

Alexis Houseman, Mason Lyerla, Foster Needling, Grant Miller, Adam Clark, Alyssa Fabian, Maggie Gooden, Mariel 
McGrath, Jaylen Althoff, Maggie Gooden and Reese Jones. 

The Union County CEO 
Program held its 2026 team 
orientation at the Davie 
School Inn in Anna. 

Union County CEO (UC-
CEO) board members and 
facilitator Melanie Smith 
welcomed 15 young profes-
sionals and their parents as 
they officially began their 
CEO journey.

Recruitment for the 2026 
team began in February with 
interested students submit-
ting applications. All per-
sonal and school information 
was then redacted before the 
applications were reviewed 
by a selection committee of 
board members. This blind 
review process ensures par-
ticipants are chosen fairly 
and based solely on merit.

Orientation included a 

presentation for students 
and parents outlining the 
opportunities, expectations 
and policies of the program. 
Parents participated in a Q&A 
session with board members 
while students had the chance 
to connect informally with 
Union County CEO alumni.

Special guests were also 
in attendance, including 
Melanie Lasley, president 
of Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank. As both a supporter 
and parent of two UCCEO 
alumni, Ms. Lasley has a 
unique perspective and ap-
preciation for the UCCEO 
program.

Lasley welcomed the stu-
dents on behalf of the bank, 
which has been a long-time 
program investor. The team 
was presented with cus-

tom polos from the bank 
which the students will wear 
throughout the year. 

A new benefit of the pro-
gram this year is that CEO 
now qualifies as a dual credit 
class through Shawnee Com-
munity College. 

Teale Betts, Coordinator 
of High School Partnerships 
and Pathways at Shawnee, 
shared

details about enrollment, 
highlighting the opportunity 
for students to earn college 
credit while still in high 
school.

Several alumni returned 
to encourage the 2026 team 
and share their experiences, 
including Hunter Boyd (class 
of 2022), Drake Campbell 
(2023), Kaylee Hall (2023), 
Cash Hodges (2025), Jack-

son Rendleman (2025), Ev-
elyn Campbell (2025), Avery 
Stegle (2025), and Chesnee 
Marks (2025).

The CEO community is 
also expressed gratitude to 
Lyle and Tammy Woodrum, 
innkeepers of the Davie 
School Inn, for their hospi-
tality and ongoing support of 
the program.

The 2026 Union County 
CEO class includes:

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School seniors 
Adam Clark, Aleah Box, 
Alexis Houseman, Drue 
Teske, Foster Needling, Jay-
ci Needling, Jaylen Althoff, 
Raegan Jones, Reese Jones, 
and Zoe Chen.

Cobden High School se-
niors: Alyssa Fabian, Grant 
Miller, and Mason Lyerla.



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Union County Alliance of Churches 
Recommendations    

 
1 Thanksgiving Worship, Kornthal, Sun 8/23 - 2PM 

   Potluck immediately following at Old Depot-Anna 
2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price, 

next door to Dollar General – Anna. 
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise, 

fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are. 
Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974 

"HOW BEAUTIFUL THE FLOWER"
FORMER FLORIST SHOP REAL ESTATE AUCTION

215 W Vienna Street, Anna, IL 62906

Begins to End: September 
16th, 2025 Tuesday 2:00 PM

To Pre-Bid or for More Information 
Please Visit www.ollisauction.com

Call us today to schedule a 
showing 1-800-272-9791

This mixed-use property auction features the 
former Jan's House of Flowers, a 1900-built frame 
building located in Anna, Illinois. The property offers 
1,154 square feet on the main level and 800 square 
feet on the second floor, plus an additional 450 square 
foot two-story building that requires rehabilitation. 
Situated on a 0.3-acre lot with R-2 zoning, the main 
building includes a shop front area, backroom with 
two walk-in coolers (not currently running), and an 18' 
x 18' work area. The property presents opportunities 
for residential conversion, continued commercial use, 
or mixed-use development for buyers willing to invest 
in renovations.

Seller: Autumn Winn Funkhouser

News Notes

Musical musical
"The Musical of Musicals the Musical!" opens on Aug. 29 at the Shawnee Hills 

Arts Council theater in Anna. The show is a parody of various musicals from various 
playwrights, including Rogers & Hammerstein, Stephen Sondheim, Jerry Herman, 
Andrew Lloyd Weber, John Kander and Fred Ebb. Cast members pictured are, from 
left, Blake Zappa, Beverly Bain, AnnRae Hochheimer and Vina Castelli. 

(continued from page 1)
A new, interactive touch-

screen is on display in the 
Union Hall lobby at A-JCHS. 
The display features an updated 
Wall of Fame, student achieve-
ments, A-J student athletes, 
faculty and staff highlights and 
a searchable directory.

***
Tuesday was scheduled to be 

Senior Portrait Day at A-JCHS.
***
The Anna Junior High School 

softball team continued its win-
ning ways with victories over 
Goreville, Century, Harrisburg 
and Gallatin. Anna allowed 
only four runs in the games.

***
With a victory over Shawnee, 

the Lick Creek School softball 
team earned its first win of the 
season.

***
Flamm Orchards near Cob-

den shared that it was wrapping 
up its Peach Tour last weekend 
with visits to Bloomington, 
Ind., Galesburg, Indianapolis, 
Ind., Moline, Mooresville, 
Ind., Davenport, Iowa, Eff-
ingham and East Peoria. Tour 
stops offered an opportunity to 
purchase farm-fresh peaches 
straight off the truck.

***
In commemoration of Sep-

tember’s observance of Na-
tional Recovery Month, Rural 
Health Inc. plans to host a 
Recovery Celebration Evening 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 23 
at Kiki’s Coffeehouse along 
South Main Street in down-
town Anna. Rural Health Inc. 
says the evening will feature 
recovery based resources and 
information, goodies and have 
refreshments.

***
A Southern Illinois Honey 

Festival is scheduled from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6, 
on the boardwalk in downtown 
Makanda.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is planning to have repre-
sentatives at the Du Quoin State 
Fair Aug. 28 and Aug. 31 and 
at the Smooth Jazz Festival in 
Cairo Aug. 31.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is planning to offer Excel 
for Beginners on Friday, Sept. 
12, and Advanced Excel Fri-
day, Sept. 19, at the college’s 
Union County Extension Cen-
ter in Anna. Both workshops are 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to noon.

***
An OB-Boot Camp was held 

last week for students in the 
associate degree nursing pro-
gram at Shawnee Community 
College.

*** 
As of late last week, Shaw-

nee Community College was 
looking to hire a full-time test-
ing center assistant on its main 
campus near Ullin and a part-
time professional tutor.

***
Looking ahead: the first day 

of autumn is Sept. 22.

Arts council 
to present 
musical

Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
is planning to present “The 
Musical of Musicals.” 

Performances are set for 6 
p.m. Aug. 29-30 and 2 p.m. 
Aug. 31. Admission is $15. 
The arts council is located at 
117 W. Davie St. in Anna.

“The Musical of Musicals” 
is a five-act parody of classic 
musicals. The production 
will mark the debut of Ethan 
Dillman as a director. Dillman 
is a veteran of the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council stage and 
sitting vice president of the 
organization.

 Cast members for the event 
include Brad Stamp, Blake 
Zappa, Beverly Bain,  Vina 
Castelli and AnnRae Hoch-
heimer. Jay Althoff is the 
assistant director and Anita 
Hutton accompanies on piano.

The arts council advised 
that the show is recommended 
for those 12 years of age and 
older due to mature subject 
matter. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at  zeffy.com/en-US/ticket-
ing/the-musical-of-musi-
cals-the-musical.

Southern 7 reports 
third positive test 
for West Nile Virus

Southern 7 Health De-
partment, S7HD, on Aug. 
20 confirmed a positive test 
for West Nile Virus, WNV, 
in mosquitoes for the south-
ern seven county region of 
Illinois. This is the third 
positive case of WNV in 
mosquitoes documented by 
the health department in 
2025. No human cases of 
WNV had been reported as 
of Aug. 20 in the region.

On Aug. 20, S7HD Envi-
ronmental Health Services 
confirmed the positive case 
was collected from a mos-
quito trap set in Pope Coun-
ty. This follows previous 
reports of positive cases in 
mosquitoes tested on July 
24 in Massac County and in 
Union County on July 30. 
Traps were placed in each of 
the lower seven counties in 
May and are tested weekly 
through mid-October.

S7HD encourages the 
region’s residents to take 
precautions to “Fight the 
Bite,” including practicing 
the three “R’s”: Reduce, 
Repel and Report to prevent 
contracting West Nile Virus.

Reduce: make sure doors 
and windows have tight-fit-
ting screens. Repair or re-
place screens that have tears 
or other openings. Try to 
keep doors and windows 
shut. Eliminate, or refresh 
each week, all sources of 
standing water where mos-
quitoes can breed, including 
water in bird baths, ponds, 
flowerpots, wading pools, 
old tires and any other con-
tainers.

Repel: when outdoors, 
wear shoes and socks, long 
pants and a light-colored, 
long-sleeved shirt, and apply 

insect repellent that contains 
DEET, picaridin, oil of lem-
on eucalyptus or IR 3535 ac-
cording to label instructions. 
Consult a physician before 
using repellents on infants, 
S7HD advised.

Report: report locations 
where you see water sitting 
stagnant for more than a 
week such as roadside ditch-
es, flooded yards and similar 
locations that may produce 
mosquitoes. The local health 
department or city govern-
ment may be able to add 
larvicide to the water, which 
will kill any mosquito eggs.

West Nile virus is trans-
mitted through the bite of 
a Culex pipiens mosquito, 
commonly called a house 
mosquito, that has picked 
up the virus by feeding on 
an infected bird. Common 
symptoms include fever, 
nausea, headache and mus-
cle aches. Symptoms may 
last from a few days to a 
few weeks. However, four 
out of five people infected 
with West Nile virus will not 
show any symptoms. In rare 
cases, severe illness includ-
ing meningitis, encephalitis 
or even death, can occur. 
People older than 60 and 
individuals with weakened 
immune systems are at high-
er risk for severe illness from 
West Nile virus.

S7HD advised that trap-
ping of mosquitoes will con-
tinue until early fall. More 
information is available by 
contacting S7HD Environ-
mental Health Services di-
rector Miranda Adams at 
618-634-2297, extension 
973114, visiting www.south-
ern7.org or downloading the 
Southern 7 app.

State legislation expands lawsuit 
protection for Illinois news media

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

A state law designed to pre-
vent lawsuits that curtail public 
participation in government 
now explicitly protects the news 
media.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed a 
measure into law on Thursday, 
Aug. 21, that was spurred by a 
former government official’s 
lawsuit against the Chicago 
Sun-Times. Senate Bill 1181 
explicitly protects non-inves-
tigative news reporting against 
“strategic lawsuits against pub-
lic participation,” otherwise 
known as SLAPP lawsuits.

The Illinois Supreme Court 
allowed a lawsuit by a former 
Property Tax Appeals Board 
director to continue against the 
Sun-Times last year despite 
the paper’s claims that it was 
a SLAPP suit under the 2007 
Citizen Participation Act.

Sun-Times Reporting
The paper published multi-

ple articles about government 
watchdog investigations into 
the former executive director 
of the PTAB, Mauro Glorioso, 
stemming from the board’s treat-
ment of a property tax appeal at 
Trump Tower in Chicago.

The complaint, which has 
since been ruled unfounded 
by the Office of the Executive 
Inspector General, claimed that 
Glorioso, a Republican, told 
staff “he wanted a large reduc-
tion in the assessment of Trump 
Tower because the owner of the 
property was the president of 
the United States.”

Glorioso sued the newspaper 
in 2021, claiming the paper 

defamed him by mischaracter-
izing the OEIG investigation, 
misstating his motivation and 
overstating his involvement in 
the decision.

Supreme Court Ruling
The court ruled in November 

that the Sun-Times’ articles 
weren’t investigations, which 
would have been protected 
under the law. Instead, the court 
wrote, the articles were news 
reports about something a gov-
ernment agency was doing and 
lacked any intent to elicit action 
from the government — which 
was needed for SLAPP protec-
tions to be applicable.

The court allowed the suit to 
continue at the lower level.

“This is not to minimize or 
understate the importance of 
the press and other news me-
dia in our democracy,” Justice 
David K. Overstreet wrote in 
the opinion. “Our jurisprudence 
is replete with privileges and 
other protections designed to 
protect these concerns, many 
of which remain at issue in this 
lawsuit. We are simply holding 
that the (Citizen Participation) 
Act specifically protects gov-
ernment participation and does 
not encompass all media reports 
on matters of public concern.”

That’s no longer the case 
after the signing of SB 1181, 
which reads: “The press opin-
ing, reporting, or investigating 
matters of public concern is 
participating and communi-
cating with the government,” 
meaning organizations doing 
so are protected under the law.

“Ensures Media Can Do Job 
Freely”

The measure was spon-
sored in the Senate by former 
news anchor Steve Stadelman, 
D-Rockford.

“As a former news anchor, 
I know it’s essential for the 
media to use their First Amend-
ment right to free speech and 
press,”  Stadelman said in a 
statement.  “This law ensures 
the media can do their job 
freely, without fear of legal 
harassment or intimidation.”

Gov. JB Pritzker shared sim-
ilar sentiments.

“As Trump and his friends 
continue their frivolous and 
targeted attacks on members of 
the free press, we are working 
to protect and empower Illinois 
journalists as they keep the gen-
eral public informed,” Pritzker 
said in a news release. “This law 
will strengthen our anti-SLAPP 
legislation in Illinois — ensur-
ing press don’t have to fear 
retaliation for reporting the truth 
and reminding all Illinoisans 
that their free speech is safe, 
valued, and protected.”

The measure also provides 
that all legal proceedings in 
a case, including discovery, 
would be stayed while a party’s 
Citizen Participation Act law-
suit motion progresses in court.

Rep. Dan Ugaste, R-Geneva, 
was among the Republicans 
who voiced concerns on the 
House floor.

“I believe we’re going to 
have an unintended impact of 
actually harming individuals 
who are just trying to protect 
themselves from what could be 
very irresponsible journalism, 
all under the guise of protecting 
the constitutional right of the 
freedom of the press,” Ugaste 
said before voting “no.”

Rep. Daniel Didech, D-Buf-
falo Grove, explained the 
reasoning behind the change 
during floor debate.

“We are amending the statute 
so there still has to be a nexus 
to that exercise of constitutional 
rights, but the conduct does not 
have to be solely related to that 
exercise,” Didech said.

The bill cleared the House 
75-38 and the Senate 47-10.

Bridgette Fox contributed 
reporting to this story.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets statewide. 
It is funded primarily by the 
Illinois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Library donation
Homer Hawk Commander of the Anna American 

Legion presented a check to Sharon Craig, Children’s 
Librarian at Stinson Memorial Library, for the summer 
reading program from the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Photo by Rachel Wein. 
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Neil David “Jake” Harris, 
age 53 of Anna, passed Friday, 
Aug. 22, 2025 at St. Louis 
University Hospital. 

He was born Jan. 23, 1972 
in Murphysboro, the son of 
David Louis and Norma S. 
(Blankenship) Harris.

He married Valerie Gaddis 
on June 26, 2021.

Jake is survived by his wife, 
Valerie Harris of Anna; moth-
er, Norma S. Harris of Alto 
Pass; son, Brayden Charles 
Harris of Mansfield, Ark.; 
step-sons, Sean (Chesney) 
Imgrund of Beebe, Ark. and 
their 3 sons, Joshua Murray 
(John Robinson) of Jonesboro; 
three step-grandchildren, Lane, 
Matthew and Declan Murray; 
sister, Mary Kay (Bryan) Har-
ris-Miller; two aunts, Donna 
(Don) Grammer of Alto Pass 
and Lynn (Garry) Vincent of 
Makanda; uncle, Gib Blan-
kenship of Ava; mother-in-law, 
Betty Eagle of Anna; nieces, 
nephews, cousins; other ex-
tended family and friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father, David Louis 
Harris; maternal and paternal 
grandparents.

Jake was a wonderful son, 
husband and father. He was 

best known 
as “Jake the 
Snake”, his 

radio personality, when he 
worked for various radio sta-
tions in Southern Illinois and 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Jake had an extensive vinyl 
record collection and was an 
avid Star Wars fan.

Funeral services will be at 3 
p.m. Sunday, August 31, 2025 
at the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna with 
Rev. Davy Miller officiating. 
Interment will be in the Cob-
den Cemetery. 

Visitation will be after 1 
p.m. and until the service at 
3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 31 at the 
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home in Anna. 

Memorial contributions are 
preferred to the Autism Society 
of Southern Illinois.

Envelopes will be available 
at the funeral home.

Neil David “Jake” Harris
Don Edward Winn, age 95 

of Florissant, Mo., formerly 
of Anna, died at 5:53 a.m. on  
Thursday, Aug. 21, 2025. 

He died at his home sur-
rounded by loving family. He 
will be greatly missed by all 
that knew and loved him.

Don was born Nov. 29, 1929 
in Anna, the son of Charles 
Robert Winn and Rosie Winn. 

He married the love of his 
life, the late, Helen Marie 
Rosson on Sept. 16, 1949 in 
Pigot, Ark. 

Don was the dear father of 
one daughter, Donna Wells 
of Florissant, Mo.; the dear 
grandfather of Sean Weller 
of Florissant, Mo., Nicholas 
Wells (Jessica) of Afton, Mo.; 
and Michael Wells of Creve 
Couer, Mo.; the dear great 
grandfather of Tyler, Brandon 
and Trenton Carr and Adrian-
na Mayer and the great-great 
grandfather of Oliver Carr; 
the brother of Juanita Limbert 
of Hazelwood, Mo.; Roberta 
Suits (Jim) of Hodgenville 
Kentucky and sister-in-law, 
Bettie Winn of Newton, Ill. 
Long-time family friend, Ro-
berta Mcsparren. He is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends.

Don was preceded in death 
by his dear wife, Helen Winn; 
son Terry Winn; granddaugh-

ter, Crystal 
Winn Carr, 
son-in-law 

Joseph Wells; parents Robert 
and Rosie Winn; brother, Joel 
Winn; sister, Esta Rogers; 
brother-law, Tracy Rogers; and 
nephew Steven Rogers.

Funeral services for Don 
Winn will be at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 30, 2025 at the 
Rendleman & Hileman Fu-
neral Home in Anna with Rev. 
Dennis Myers officiating. 

Interment will be at the 
Casper Cemetery. Visitation 
will be after 9 a.m. and until 
the service hour at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 30, 2025 at the fu-
neral home. Memorials may be 
made to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. Envelopes will be 
available at the funeral home.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna in 
charge of arrangements.

Don Edward Winn
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Obituaries Brenda Joyce Rowe, age 
78, of Dongola, passed away 
on Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025 
at home surrounded by her 
family.

She was born on July 21, 
1947 to Walter Clayton and 
Betty June (Fields) Johnson 
in Cairo, Ill. 

On May 1, 1965, she mar-
ried Kenmore Rowe and has 
spent over 60 years together 
in wedded bliss.

Brenda was a graduate of 
Dongola High School. She 
stayed home for a few years 
to care for her children while 
running a daycare in her home. 

For most of her life, Brenda 
was a CNA. She enjoyed tak-
ing care of others and this was 
her strength. She also helped 
care for children in the nursery 
at the church for many years. 

Brenda was of Baptist faith 
and a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Dongola for 
over 40 years.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Kenmore Rowe; one 
daughter, Shelly (Brian) Pend-
er; one son, Clayton (Laura) 
Rowe; five grandchildren, Beth 
(Tom) Whitney, Krista (Austin) 
Woolverton, Bryce (Wendy) 
Rowe, Ryan (Amanda) Rowe, 
and Aaron (Katie) Rowe; five 
great-grandchildren, Haisley 
Whitney, Kora Woolverton, 
Grant Rowe, Ainsley Rowe, 

and Clay-
ton Rowe; 
two sisters, 

Linda (John) Nicholson and 
Sharon (Roger) Menees; as 
well as nieces, nephews, and 
other relatives.

Along with her parents, Wal-
ter Clayton Johnson and Betty 
June Fields Johnson Lingle, 
Brenda is preceded in death by 
her brother, Gordon Johnson.

Funeral Services were held 
on Monday, Aug. 25, 2025 
with Rev. Mike Cole officiat-
ing at the Dongola First Baptist 
Church.

Interment followed the ser-
vice at Christian Chapel Cem-
etery in Dongola.

The family requests with 
gratitude that memorial con-
tributions be made to Christian 
Chapel Cemetery.

Crain Funeral Home in Don-
gola is in charge of arrange-
ments.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence for 
the family visit www.crainson-
line.com

Brenda Joyce Rowe

Charles Anthony Walsh, age 
66, Perryville, passed away on 
Thursday, Aug. 14, 2025 at his 
residence.

He was born on Nov. 15, 
1958 to Charles John and Edna 
Victoria (Linton) Walsh in 
Chicago, Ill.

Charles was a Direct Sup-
port Professional in the mental 
health field. 

Charles had a love of many 
things that filled his life includ-
ing traveling, reading Stephen 
King novels, the outdoors in 
general, swimming, his family 
particularly, and he loved his 
Lord and was of Methodist 
denomination. 

Charles enjoyed music and 
some of his favorites artists and 
genres are the Beatles, Queen, 
Pink Floyd, and Collective 
Soul.

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Erica (Tyson) Brown of 
Perryville, Mo., Jessica Walsh 
Timmer (Kenny Timmer) of 
Perryville, Mo., and Jacob 
Walsh of Perryville, Mo.; one 
stepson, Justin Brown; one sis-
ter, Karen (David) Stanley of 
Wolf Lake, Ill.; grandchildren, 
Blake Brown, Jordan Brown, 

N e v a e h 
W a l s h , 
A d a m 

Walsh, Ethan Timmer, and 
Levi Timmer; former wife, 
Alta Miller; and canine bud-
dy, Buster; along with several 
nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives.

Along with his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his 
daughter, Heaven Leigh Walsh; 
one brother, Scott Walsh; one 
sister, Veronica Bennett; and 
his canine buddy, Izzy.

No services will be held at 
this time.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests with gratitude that 
memorial contributions be 
made to the family help offset 
expenses.

Crain Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service in Cape 
Girardeau is in charge of ar-
rangement

Charles Anthony Walsh

Roger Dale “Stretch” Tuck-
er, age 75, of Thebes, passed 
away on Thursday, Aug. 21, 
2025 in Cape Girardeau, Mo.

He was born on May 28, 
1950 to Ed and Adell (Miller) 
Tucker in Anna, Ill. 

On June 28, 1991, he mar-
ried Shirley Warren and they 
have spent over 34 years to-
gether.

Stretch was a graduate of 
Shawnee High School and 
had worked as an over the 
road truck driver for 57 years. 
Most recently he drove for Rex 
Wilburn Trucking. 

Roger was a member of the 
Rock Springs Freewill Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include his wife, 
Shirley; children, Amber 
(Derreck) Crisler, Kenneth 
(Bonnie) Tucker, Julia (Dan-
iel) Bigham, Robert (Regina) 
Tucker, and Angela (Todd) 
Clark; grandchildren, Casey 
Williams, Cheyenne Williams, 
Brandon Williams, Corbin 
“Boo Man” Crisler, Braxton 
Tucker, Dalton Tucker, Kins-
ley Tucker, Braelyn Tucker, 
Madelyn Tucker, Lane Tucker, 
Tate Tucker, Austin Tucker, 
Gabe Tucker, Alex Clark, 
Rylee Hendley, Bella Hendley, 
and Haylyn Hendley; sever-
al great-grandchildren, one 
brother, Billy Joe Tucker; and 
special nephews, Chris Dexter 
and Dustin Warren.

A l o n g 
w i t h  h i s 
parents, he 

is preceded in death by his 
three grandchildren, Betsie 
Tucker, Jacob Tucker, and Jos-
lyn Tucker; one brother, James 
“Butch” Tucker; and one sister, 
Sandra Dexter.

Visitation was held on Tues-
day, Aug. 26, 2025 at Crain 
Funeral Home in Tamms and 
again on Wednesday, Aug. 27 
from at the Alexander Freewill 
Baptist Church, followed by 
the funeral services with Rev. 
Billy Carter officiating at the 
church.

Interment followed the ser-
vices at Mount Zion Cemetery, 
Thebes, Ill.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms is in charge of arrange-
ments.expenses.

Crain Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service in Cape 
Girardeau is in charge of ar-
rangement

Roger Dale “Stretch” Tucker

Mark Chesley Willis, age 65, 
of Olive Branch, Ill., passed 
away on Friday, Aug. 22, 2025 
at Mercy Medical Center in 
Creve Coeur, Mo.

He was born on Dec. 29, 
1959 to Chesley K. and Cecile 
(Hopkins) Willis in Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo. 

On July 4, 2008, he married 
Shirley Womack and they have 
been married over 17 years 
and have been together over 
27 years.

Mark had attended Cairo 
Public Grade Schools and 
graduated as Valedictorian 
from Camelot High School 
in Cairo. 

He was a farmer all of his 
life in the Miller City area and 
operated Willis Hunting Club 
with his father. 

Mark was a member of Cairo 
Masonic Lodge #237, Cai-
ro Elks Lodge #651, and the 
Alexander Pulaski County 
Sportsman’s Club. Mark was 
of Methodist faith.

Survivors include his wife, 
Shirley; one sister, Paula 
(Steve) Thomas; niece, Greer 
Thomas; Shirley’s parents, 
George and Brenda Womack; 
Shirley’s siblings, Sharon 
(Andy) Gillip; Major David 
(Major Marina) Womack, 
Brenda Trimpy, James Hag-
aman, and Eddie Hagaman; 

along with 
s e v e r a l 
nieces and 

nephews.
Along with his parents, he 

is preceded in death by his 
sister, Nancy Ann (Willis) 
Kline; two nephews, Todd 
Stephen Thomas and Tyler 
Eugene Kline; and mother-in-
law, Wanda Womack.

Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2025 at 
Crain Funeral Home Tamms 
with an additional visitation 
on Thursday, August 28 at the 
funeral home with the funeral 
service following with Major 
(Dr.) David W. Womack of-
ficiating.

Interment followed the ser-
vice at Olive Branch Ceme-
tery in Olive Branch, Ill.

The family requests with 
gratitude that memorial con-
tributions be made to Olive 
Branch Cemetery.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mark Chesley Willis

 David Wayne Wright, 69, 
of Carterville, Ill., finished 
his earthly race and is hearing 
"Well done" from his Heav-
enly Father.

 David was born on May 
31, 1956 to Kenneth and Bar-
bara, nee Boswell, Wright.

Surviving is the love of 
his life, Christie, nee Brimm, 
whom he married on May 
31, 1987. 

David was a loving father 
of Christine (Paul) Bliss of 
Staunton, Texas. Kenneth 
John (Kristine) Wright of 
Cheyenne, Wyo., Scarlet 
(Darian) Godwin of Carter-
vile, Ill., and Caleb (Mari-
beth) Trexler  of Herrin, Ill.;  
He was PawPaw to Michael, 
Samantha, Matthew (Mollie), 
Andrew, Lillyann, Hazlee, 
Benjamin (Makayla), Olivia, 
Kylie, Kenzie, and Kayden; 
along with five great grand-
children. All who he doted 
upon.  David is also survived 
by his brother, Kenneth Ray 
(Julie) Wright of Waterloo, 
Ill. and one niece, Heather 
(Chris) Liverar of Arnold, 
Mo.

David was a proud Amer-
ican veteran, who served his 
country in the U.S. Navy. 

He was a devoted member 
of the West Monroe Apostol-

ic Church, 
w h e r e  h e 
was active 
in the prayer 
ministry, Kids Church, and 
the Drama Team.

In following David's wish-
es a private cremation was 
held. A Gathering of Family 
and Friends was held on 
Sunday, August 24, 2025 
at West Monroe Apostolic 
Church, 1609 West Monroe 
St,, Herrin, Ill.  A Celebration 
of Life Service followed at 
the church.

Memorials may be made to 
the family and flowers may 
be sent to the church.

Braun Family Funeral 
Home was entrusted with 
the care of Mr. Wright.

 David Wayne Wright

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                         By Suzan Harvel

We’ve had a must needed 
cool down this week and 
I love it. The stickiness of 
summer is hopefully past or 
near enough that the nasty 
days are over. It’s been a joy 
to sit out on the porch with 
my coffee of the morning 
and have to wear something 
with sleeves...ahhh.

The  Mi l l  C reek  Vi l -
lage Board met on Aug. 
19. Among items discussed 
were:

A new fire extinguisher is 
needed and from a company 
that will service it.  

A new sign has been added 
to the park and additional 
one’s warning of “children 
at play” have been ordered. 

New mulch was added to 
the park. 

Culvert collapses have 
been addressed with the 
highway department, as well 
as other road concerns.  

Calls  about explosive 
sounds in the village were 
called in to Union County 
Sheriff’s Department. The 
first was deemed a semi tire 

blown, but the others are 
being looked into. 

Board members are re-
quired to do workshops an-
nually and a date will be 
forthcoming. 

A company out of Ken-
tucky has purchased land on 
the east side of the village 
and will be installing high-
speed internet. 

Next meeting is scheduled 
for Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. 

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
was led in worship by Broth-
er Bobby Richardson from 1 
Peter: 3- 8-12. This section 
tells us how we are called 
to blessings as Christians. 
The most important thing to 
remember is that we are to be 
of one accord or “one mind.” 

We must have compassion 
for each other, be tender-
hearted, and courteous. God 
loves the vilest person just 
as much as He loves us. We 
need to practice our forgive-
ness. To receive this blessing 
we must love life, refrain 
from speaking evil and lies, 
turn from evil and do good, 

and to pursue peace. 
The Lord has made us 

righteous through our salva-
tion and His eyes are upon 
us. Make sure you are show-
ing Him your best. Psalms 23 
gives us hope, comfort, guid-
ance, and assurance. Verse 6 
tells us that “goodness and 
mercy shall follow us” if we 
follow the Good Shepherd. 

Those added to our prayer 

list are: Heyward Hackney 
who has cancer; Dirk Wright 
with COPD; Sam Rider for 
health issues; Fred Pitts 
for health; Patty Clutts for 
health; and Richard Harvel 
for recovery from surgery. 
Also, be with the families 
of those who have recently 
passed away: Joyce Rowe, 
Mark Willis,  and Roger 
“Stretch” Tucker. 

1 16-oz loaf of raisin bread
4 slices of French, brioche, 

or sour dough bread
2 quarts of milk
1/2 cup sugar
1 Tablespoon ground cin-

namon
2 Tablespoons vanilla ex-

tract
1/4 teaspoon ground nut-

meg
6 large eggs
Maple syrup. If desired

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Grease a 13 x 9 dish 
and set aside.

Cut all breads into cubes. 

Layer in bottom of dish. Set 
aside again.

In large bowl, beat rest of 
ingredients, until combined 
well. 

Pour over bread and press 
bread down with fork to 
absorb some of the milk 
mixture.

Bake at 350 degrees an 
hour, or until knife inserted 
in center comes out clean. 
Cover with foil the last 15 
minutes if it appears to be 
browning too much. 

Serve warm, with maple 
syrup on top, if desired. Re-
frigerate leftovers.

Union County Fixin’s 
Easy Raisin Bread Pudding
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Sunday, Aug. 24
The morning worship service 

was held at 10:35 a.m. on Aug. 
24. Announcements were given 
by Jessica Elkins. The wor-
ship service was led by Pastor 
Wright and the worship team. 

The message “What Kind Of 
church To Be-The Church That 
Extends Grace ” from Luke 15: 
11-32 was brought Rev. Kim 
Smith.

The evening message 
“Re-Imagine The Church” on 
Aug. 24 at 6 p.m. was brought 
by Rev. Kim Smith from Ephe-
sians 6:12, John 10:10, Mat-
thew 16:18, Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 
1:7.

Celebrating a birthday this 

week is 27th Liz Hammer
Our sympathy and prayers 

are extended to Valerie Harris 
and family in the loss of her 
husband, Jake Harris. Funeral 
services will be at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Aug. 31, at the Rendleman 
& Hileman Funeral Home in 
Anna. Visitation will be after 
1 p.m. and until the service at 
3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 31, at the 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna.

Sunday, Aug. 31
Breakfast - 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School - 9:30 a.m. Morning 
Worship Service-10:35 a.m

Sunday Evening Service - 
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 3

Wednesday Night Service 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.

Youth Group in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Sept 7
NYI spaghetti dinner and pie 

auction 12 to 2 p.m. Help send 
our kids to camp and conven-
tion. Suggested Donation: $15. 
Fundraiser for Anna Nazarene 
Youth. Meal includes: spa-
ghetti, salad, bread and drink. 
Gluten free pasta, sauce, and 
meatballs available.

To pre-order to-go plates 
please call 618-697-9665

You may contact the church 
by calling the church office 
at 618-833-6702 and leaving 
a message if necessary or by 
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church

Heading to the Union County Fair
Traffic heading into the Union County Fair was lined up along East Davie Street 

in Anna Thursday evening, Aug. 21. The fair once again was held at the Anna 
City Park. Championship Rodeo presented by Whippoorwill Rodeo was featured 
at the fair on the night of Aug. 21. Aug. 21 also was Veterans Appreciation Day 
at the fair.


