
THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

Thursday, August 7, 2025                                      Anna, Illinois   	        	                                   $1.00                                                             Volume 178, Number 35

News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Be sure to attend this year’s 
Cobden Peach Festival. The big 
community celebration is set for 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 8-9, 
and once again is presented by 
the Cobden Lions Club. Most 
of the festivities take place on 
the Lions Club’s grounds near 
the Cobden Community Park.

***
In keeping with tradition, we 

will mention that the weather on 
Friday and Saturday in Cobden 
should be just peachy.

***
A welcome message for the 

area appeared over the weekend 
on the website for the National 
Weather Service office in Pa-
ducah: “There are no watches, 
warnings, or advisories at this 
time.”

***
Reminder: Friday, Aug. 8, is 

the last day for the Anna City 
Pool to be open for the 2025 
season. Pool hours are from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

***
A block party is planned 

from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sept. 
19 in downtown Anna. The eve-
ning will feature food trucks, 
refreshments and treats. Busi-
nesses will be staying open late 
with special sales and sidewalk 
deals.

***
The Anna Police Department 

reports that its officers an-
swered 322 calls for service in 
July. Officers made 15 arrests, 
including three DUI arrests, and 
30 traffic stops.

***
The start of the 2025-2026 

school year is right around the 
corner. Best of luck to students, 
their families, teachers, admin-
istrators, support staff and all 
of those who help to keep local 
schools running smoothly.

***
A Cobden School Junior/Se-

nior High band camp is under-
way this week. The camp was 
scheduled to begin Monday and 
continues through Friday.

***
Cobden School District 

17 plans to host a Back to 
School Open House from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
12. Students in pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade can come 
to meet their teachers, drop off 
school supplies and find their 
classrooms.

***
Reserved seating for the 

2025-2026 Cobden School 
District season were scheduled 
to be available starting this 
week. Current seat holders were 
to have been contacted first and 
then remaining seats were to go 
on sale.

***
The community showed 

great support for the Anna Ju-
nior High School cross country 
team during an event last week 
hosted by Pizza Villa in Anna. 
Proceeds generated by the event 
will go towards more uniforms 
for the team, which has doubled 
in size from last year, along with 
other needs.

***
A fundraiser for the Anna Ju-

nior High School baseball team 
is planned from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Aug. 11 at Pizza Villa in Anna.

(continued on page 2)

Cobden set to host annual Peach Festival

Cobden Peach Festival queen candidates
Reigning Cobden Peach Festival queen Avery Osman was joined by young women from Union County who 

are participating in the 2025 pageant for a photograph. From left are Brooklynn Eastman, Mariana Palmerin, 
Lakelyn Carter, Brooke Sheffer, 2024 Cobden Peach Festival queen Avery Osman, Hailey Wright, Amelia Long, 
Kaylie Adams, Sophie Barnhart and Malayna Korb. Eden Kaszubski could not be present for the photograph. 
Appreciation and thanks go to The Dome at Blueberry Hill near Cobden, where the photograph was taken. Photo 
by Stephanie Stroehlein.

The annual Cobden Peach 
Festival is set for Friday and 
Saturday, Aug. 8-9. The fes-
tival celebrating the annual 
peach harvest once again is 
sponsored by the Cobden 
Lions Club.

Many of the festival’s activ-
ities place on the Lions Club 
grounds near the Cobden Com-
munity Park. The festival is set 
to open at 5 p.m. each day.

The festival will feature a 
queen pageant, a parade, live 
entertainment, a 5K run/walk, 
food, a carnival, bingo/games, 
spin and win for peaches, 
a raffle, peach cobbler and 
more. 

Queen Pageant
The crowning of a new 

Cobden Peach Festival queen 
is planned Saturday night. The 
reigning Peach Festival queen 
is Avery Osman. Young wom-
en participating in the 2025 
pageant include Brooklynn 
Eastman, Mariana Palmerin, 
Lakelyn Carter, Brooke Shef-
fer, Hailey Wright, Amelia 
Long, Kaylie Adams, Sophie 
Barnhart, Malayna Korb and 
Eden Kaszubski.

Parade
A Peach Festival parade 

steps off at 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday. The parade route is 
through the downtown Cob-

den area. The parade is spon-
sored by the Village of Cob-
den. Information is available 
by contacting village hall at 
893-2425.

Entertainment
Live entertainment is 

planned each evening at the 
Peach Festival. Fast Eddie’s 
Karaoke & DJ Show will 
be featured Friday. The Ivas 
John Band is set to perform 
Saturday.

5K Run/Walk
The Cobden Runner ’s/

Walker’s Club plans to spon-
sor its annual Cobden Peach 
Festival 5K Run/Walk and 
1-Mile Fun Run starting at 

7:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 9. 
The event begins at the Cob-
den Community Park on Lo-
cust Street. More information 
is available by calling 618-
713-4245.

Union County Museum
The Union County Museum 

in downtown Cobden plans 
to have special hours for the 
Peach Festival. Museum hours 
are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 
The museum is located at 117 
S. Appleknocker.

The museum is hosting 
an exhibit on the history of 
early banking in Cobden and

(continued on page 2)

Anna issues 
door-to-door 
sales alert

The City of Anna on Mon-
day posted a door-to-door sales 
alert on social media. 

“If someone comes to your 
home selling goods or services, 
ask to see their City of Anna 
Peddler’s Permit,” the city ad-
vised. “All legitimate door-to-
door salespeople are required 
by law to carry a valid permit 
issued by the city. This helps 
protect residents from scams, 
unlicensed vendors, and un-
wanted solicitation.”

The message continued: 
“No permit? No sale. You have 
the right to say no and report 
them to City Hall or the police 
non-emergency line. Ask for 
ID. Ask for their permit. Re-
port suspicious activity.”

District 37 
back-to-school 
events slated

Anna School District 37 is 
planning to host special events 
to start the 2025-2026 academ-
ic year. The district shared in-
formation about the following 
events on social media:

A Davie School Back to 
School Night is planned Aug. 
12. The event will start in the 
lower gym at Anna Junior High 
School, with 4th grade at 5:30 
p.m. and 3rd grade at 6 p.m. 
Students will be able to meet 
their teachers and check out the 
building. Local churches will 
be giving out school supplies.

A Back to School Open 
House is planned from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 13, at Anna Junior High 
School for 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th grades.

Lincoln Elementary School 
plans to have a Back to School 
Bash from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 14, for students 
in pre-kindergarten through 
2nd grade. Students will be 
able to meet their teachers and 
tour the building. Free school 
supplies will be available. 
Refreshments will be served.

Region experienced one of longest 
lasting heat waves in recent memory

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah reports 
that one of the longest lasting 
heat waves in recent memory 
occurred during mid and late 
July in the Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and West-
ern Kentucky region.

High temperatures in the 
low to mid 90s combined 
with very high humidity levels 
(dew points in the mid 70s to 
low 80s) to produce heat index 
values that were routinely in 
the 100 to 110 range starting 
on July 16 and continuing 
through the 30. 

Some relief occurred across 
the northern one-third to one-
half of the region on the 19th 
and 21st thanks to more wide-
spread showers and storms 
and associated cloud cover. 
However, as the ridge ampli-
fied and coverage of showers 
and storms began to dwindle, 
the entire region became en-
gulfed in widespread heat 
index readings of 100 to 110 
from the 22nd through 24th. 

Localized readings of 115 to 
120 were observed during this 
time across parts of Southeast 
Missouri and the Jackson Pur-
chase area of west Kentucky. 
A slight decrease was seen 
on the 25th and 26th due to 
more clouds around, largely 
limiting heat index readings 
to the 100 to 105 range. 

This was then followed 

by the most oppressive heat 
of the entire heat wave, with 
widespread heat index read-
ings of 110 to 120, along with 
localized higher readings, 
on the 28th. The heat wave 
continued through the 30th 
and then a cold front moving 
south through the region final-
ly brought relief on July 31st. 

The Weather Service office 
in Paducah had heat advisories 
and extreme heat warnings 
in effect for portions of the 
region on 15 consecutive 
days, from July 16th through 
the 30th.

Heat Index 
Paducah reached a 105 

degree heat index for eight 
straight days, from the 18th 
through 25th and reached 100 
for 15 straight days from the 
16th through 30th. Murray, 
Ky., and Sikeston, Mo., both 
reached 110-plus degrees for 
10 consecutive days and ex-
ceeded 105 degrees every day 
during this 15-day heat wave. 

A few readings above 120 
were observed, including 122 
in Murray and at the Kentucky 
Mesonet station in McLean 
County on July 28th. 

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross reported a heat 
index of 117.8 degrees on July 
23rd near Jonesboro.

Dew Point Records/Nota-
ble Streaks

Paducah broke its all-time 

record for consecutive days 
with a 75 degree dew point. 
Paducah observed 18 straight 
days of reaching this threshold 
from July 14-31. The previous 
record was 17 straight days, 
which was set July 14-30, 
2020. 

Paducah also broke its all-
time record for consecutive 
days with a 70 degree dew 
point, registering 49 straight 
days from June 13-July 31. 
The previous record was 47 
days set from July 3 through 
Aug. 18, 1958.

Cape Girardeau broke its 
all-time record for consec-
utive days with a 75 degree 
dew point. Cape Girardeau ex-
perienced 26 straight days of 
reaching this threshold from 
July 6-31. The previous record 
was 18 straight days, set July 
14-31, 2010. Cape Girardeau 
experienced 49 straight days 
of reaching a 70 degree dew 
point from June 13 through 
July 31, which was one day 
shy of the record of 50 days 
set from July 3 through Aug. 
21, 2016.

Carbondale broke its all-
time record for consecutive 
days with a 75 degree dew 
point. Carbondale observed 
21 straight days of reaching 
this threshold from July 11-
31. The previous record was 
19 straight days, which was

(continued on page 2)

Protecting national forest 
addressed in proposed bill

Legislation that would create 
12,700 additional acres of spe-
cial management areas and 750 
acres of wilderness in the Shaw-
nee National Forest in Southern 
Illinois has been introduced by 
U.S. Senate Democratic Whip 
Dick Durbin, D-Ill. Part of the 
national forest is located in 
Union County.

Durbin announced on July 
31 that he has introduced the 
Shawnee National Forest Con-
servation Act. Securing the 
designation for these acres 
would offer critical protections 
to the area, Durbin said in a 
news release.

“The Shawnee National 
Forest welcomes thousands of 
visitors each year, who take ad-
vantage of the beautiful views 
and hiking trails. It’s critical 
that our natural areas are pre-
served to ensure that genera-
tions of Illinoisans can contin-
ue to enjoy all that Shawnee 
National Forest has to offer,” 
Durbin said. “I’m introducing 
the Shawnee National Forest 
Conservation Act to protect 
more than 13,000 acres of one 
of our state’s richest natural 
resources.”

“Protecting these wonderful 
areas in the Shawnee National 
Forest, including the new Camp 
Hutchins Wilderness Area, will 
go a long way to preserving 
some of the most remarkable 
landscapes, biodiversity, and 
water resources in Southern 

Illinois,” said Howard Learn-
er, executive director of the 
Environmental Law & Policy 
Center. “Illinois cares about 
Wilderness areas in the Shaw-
nee, and we now have a great 
opportunity to continue pro-
tecting these special places for 
hiking, camping and wildlife.”

“These three areas are rich 
in biodiversity and among 
Illinois’ most pristine habitats, 
but they are not currently pro-
tected against logging or other 
commercial activities,” said 
Barbara McKasson, a leader 
with the Shawnee Group of the 
Sierra Club. “Senator Durbin’s 
proposal will ensure that future 
generations will be able to en-
joy these high quality natural 
areas, and that they will con-
tinue to support a rich diversity 
of wildlife.”

 The 12,700 acres of special 
management areas will be from 
the following areas: 2,953 acres 
from Camp Hutchins; 3,445 
acres from Ripple Hollow; and 
6,310 acres from Burke Branch. 
The 750 acres of wilderness 
will be in Camp Hutchins. 

The Shawnee National For-
est consists of 289,000 acres 
and its boundaries have been 
expanded three times since the 
U.S. Forest Service originally 
purchased the land in 1933. 
Roughly 10 percent, or about 
30,000 acres, of the Shawnee 
National Forest is currently 
protected as wilderness.
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Union County Alliance of Churches 
Recommendations    

 
1 “Feeding Kids in the Park,” (FREE) TUE & THR,  

1-3 pm, shelter near playground – Anna. 
2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price, 

next door to Dollar General – Anna. 
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise, 

fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are. 
Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974 

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

The Sermon on the Mount begins with the 8 Beati-
tudes. Numbers 1-4 deal with man’s relationship with 
God while numbers 5-8 deal with man’s relationship 
with his fellow man. But what does the first beatitude 

mean? What does it mean to be “poor in spirit?”
Poor in spirit is one who possess a reverent awe of 

God and a contrite heart. The bible heart is “the spiri-
tual mind.” In Hebrew, the word contrite means, 
crushed or broken. So, the poor in spirit are those 

who understand guilt, humble themselves, and are re-
morseful to the point of wanting to make amends. 

Being poor in spirit is not about feeling sorry about 
mistakes but understanding that we must humble our-
selves and submit to God’s will because we fall short 

of His expectations.
Isaiah 57:15 reads, “For thus says the High and Lofty 
One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I 

dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
Isaiah 66:2 follows the thought, “For all those things 
My hand has made, and all those things exist,” says 

the LORD. “But on this one will I look: On him who the LORD. “But on this one will I look: On him who 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at 

My word.”
Let us strive to be God’s people. A necessary first step 
in ensuring that we do is to be poor in spirit. Are you?

(continued from page 1)
Lick Creek School plans to 

host a Back to School Bash 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 13. Students 
can meet their teacher, drop off 
school supplies, have dinner, 
check out community resources 
and play in bounce houses.

***
Anna School District 37 re-

ports that pre-kindergarten reg-
istration is underway through 
Tuesday, Aug. 12. Hours are 
scheduled from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Lincoln School.

***
Shawnee School District 84 

has announced plans to use a 
new program to send out text/
voice messages that will include 
such information as school clo-
sure, urgent early dismissal, bus 
delays and general reminders. 
Those who want to participate 
have to opt in to the program.

***
A Back to School Open 

House is scheduled from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 14, at 
Shawnee Elementary School 
in Wolf Lake. Students can 
meet their teachers and drop off 
school supplies.

***
The Shawnee High School 

class of 1995 is planning to 
have a reunion on Saturday, 
Aug. 9, at the Duck Inn in Wolf 
Lake. More information can be 
seen on the Shawnee School 
District 84 Facebook page.

***
Lick Creek School shared on 

social media that it was looking 

for a special education teacher.
***
Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School also shared on 
social media that it was looking 
for an administrative assistant.

***
Student picture days are 

scheduled Aug. 26-29 at An-
na-Jonesboro Community High 
School.

***
Stinson Memorial Public 

Library is planning to host a 
party for teens who participated 
in the library’s summer reading 
program. The event gets under-
way at 11 a.m. Thursday, today, 
at Kiki’s Coffeehouse at 326 S. 
Main St. in downtown Anna.

***
Singer/songwriter Megan 

Bee is scheduled to present a 
free concert at 1 p.m. on Aug. 
30 at Stinson Memorial Public 
Library.

***
Rendleman Orchards shared 

late last week on social media 
that their yellow sunflower field 
was in full bloom. They noted 
that sunflowers don’t last long.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege students, faculty and staff, 
along with community mem-
bers, continue to work together 
on the creation of an updated 
strategic plan for the college. 

***
Resurfacing of the Lower L 

parking on Shawnee Communi-
ty College’s main campus near 
Ullin was scheduled this week, 
weather permitting.

(continued from page 1)
set from July 17 through Aug. 
4, 2001.

Poplar Bluff, Mo., expe-
rienced 25 consecutive days 
with a 75 degree dew point 
from July 6-30. This was tied 
for Poplar Bluff’s third longest 
streak on record. The longest 
streak is 34 days, which was 
set from July 5 through Aug. 
7, 2011. Poplar Bluff also ex-
perienced 51 consecutive days 
of reaching a 70 degree dew 
point, which is one day shy of 
the all-time record of 52 days 
set from June 29 through Aug. 
19, 2015.

Heat Index Records/Nota-
ble Streaks

Paducah observed eight con-
secutive days of reaching a heat 
index of at least 105 degrees 
from July 18-25. This was 
Paducah’s longest streak of 
reaching this threshold since 
July 1999  and one day shy 
of the all-time longest streak 
of nine days set in August 
1989. Paducah also observed 
15 straight days of reaching 100 
degrees, which is the longest 
streak since a stretch of 16 days 
back in July 1993.

Cape Girardeau experienced 
10 straight days of reaching a 
heat index of at least 105 de-
grees from July 16-25. This tied 
Cape Girardeau’s all-time lon-

gest streak, previously set July 
18-27, 1999. Cape Girardeau 
also reached 100 degrees on 
16 straight days, which was 
one day shy of the all-time 
record of 17 days set from July 
16 through Aug. 1, 1999. Re-
cords for the heat index only 
date back to 1996 in Cape 
Girardeau.

Carbondale observed nine 
consecutive days of reaching 
a heat index of at least 100 de-
grees from July 22-30. That tied 
Carbondale for its third longest 
streak on record. The all-time 
longest streak is 13 days, which 
was set in July 1999. Records 
for the heat index only date 
back to 1996 in Carbondale.

Poplar Bluff, Mo., observed 
nine consecutive days of reach-
ing a heat index of at least 105 
degrees from July 17-25. This 
was Poplar Bluff’s longest 
streak of reaching this thresh-
old since July 1999, and three 
days shy of the all-time longest 
streak of 12 days set July 20-31, 
1999.  Poplar Bluff also ob-
served 15 straight days reaching 
100 degrees, which is tied for 
the second longest streak on 
record. This was two days shy 
of the longest streak of 17 days, 
which was set from July 18 
through Aug. 3, 2011. Records 
for the heat index only date 
back to 1997 in Poplar Bluff.

(continued from page 1) 
Cobden’s first and only 

chartered bank: The First 
National Bank. Another ex-
hibit at the museum features 
the bird egg collection of 
Farrel Trumbley of Thomp-
sonville. The museum also 
plans to display photographs 
of previous Peach Festival 
queens. A window display 
is scheduled to feature pho-
tographs of Peach Festivals 
from 2002 to 2004.

The Shop by the Museum 
is scheduled to be open and 
will offer collectibles, fall 
and Halloween decorations 
and other items.

Peach Jams at the Li-
brary

Stinson Memorial Public 
Library announced plans for 
“Peach Jams at the Library” 
on Aug. 9. The free event 
is scheduled from 10 a.m. 
to noon at 100 Front St. in 
Cobden. Stinson Memorial 
Library has a branch facil-
ity in Cobden. The library’s 
main building is in Anna.

“Peach Jams at the Li-
brary” will feature live music 
by the Snowbird Street Band, 
peach-themed crafts, peach 
jam-filled croissants and 
peach tea. 

Cobden Village Shops
The Cobden Village Shops 

at 220 S. Front St. are sched-
uled to be open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday. The antique mall 
is home to numerous vendors 
who offer a variety of mer-
chandise, along with vintage 
curiosities and handcrafted 

and locally produced items.
Wine Trail Mercantile
Wine Trail Mercantile, 

located behind the Dollar 
General store on South Front 
Street, offers vintage items, 
home decor and a gift shop. 
Hours are scheduled from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; the 
location is closed on Friday.

South Pass Beads and 
Fibers

Southpass Beads and Fi-
bers at 203 E. Ash St. fea-
tures beads, yarn and sup-
plies. Hours are from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Flamm Orchards
Flamm Orchards is locat-

ed at 8760 Old Highway 51 
North, 3 miles north of Cob-
den along old U.S. Route 51. 
Hours are scheduled from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Locally grown 
produce, including peaches, 
as well as peach cobbler, and 
other items are featured.

The spin and win stand at 
the Peach Festival will offer 
fresh peaches from Flamm 
Orchards to take home as 
prizes. Flamm Orchards’ 
homemade peach cobbler 
will be available at the fes-
tival. 

Other Attractions
Other attractions in and 

near Cobden, including those 
offering a place to eat, are 
The Iron Whisk, Little House 
of Tacos, La Mexicana Gro-
cery, Fuzzy’s Tavern, the 
Dollar General store, Dis-
count Mart, Bass Farms, 
Owl Creek Vineyard and 
StarView Vineyards.

Peach Festival banner
Peach Festival banners are on display in Cobden. 

The festival is scheduled this Friday and Saturday in 
the Union County village.

SIU Alumni Association 
awards over $79,000 to 
support students

The SIU Alumni Associ-
ation will award a total of 
$79,140 in student support for 
the 2025-2026 academic year, 
including $45,500 in scholar-
ships and $33,640 in textbook 
awards to deserving students 
attending Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale.

This year ’s awards, as 
always, are made possible 
through the generous support 
of alumni and regional alumni 
groups who, throughout the 
year, invest in the future of 
fellow Salukis. The funding 
reflects the association’s com-
mitment to doing its part to 
help students succeed.

In the last year, the associ-
ation has doubled efforts with 
alumni volunteers to raise 
more funds for scholarships 
covering regions that not only 
many Salukis call home but 
also attract the most prospec-
tive students to campus. 

Recently, the association 
announced i ts  Chicago-
land Scholarship Fund had 
achieved a milestone $25,000 
endowment goal, which will 
help ensure more awards 
for future students from the 

region. In addition, the asso-
ciation continues to fundraise 
toward similar endowment 
goals for the Greater St. Lou-
is Area and for Williamson 
County in Southern Illinois, 
which would join both Jack-
son and Union counties with 
endowed scholarship funds.

2025-2026 Alumni Schol-
arship Recipients

Students from the Union 
County area are among this 
year’s regional and legacy 
scholarship recipients (text-
book award recipients were 
not listed). Those students 
include:

Union County Chapter 
Scholarship: Bryn Keller, 
Anna. Kenzie Stover, Bun-
combe.

Kill SIU AA Scholarship: 
Matthew O’Neal, Vienna.

Jackson County Family 
YMCA Scholarship: Eislee 
Moore, Makanda.

‘Dog Days’ 
event set 
at Anna Pool

Man’s best friends and 
their people are invited to 
be a part of an upcoming 
“Dog Days of Summer” 
event which is scheduled at 
the Anna City Pool. The City 
of Anna is planning to host 
the special event from 12:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 10.

Dogs and their people are 
invited to come to the pool for 
a swim. Dogs of similar sizes 
will be allowed in the pool by 
the following weight classes:

The light weight division, 
under 25 pounds, will swim 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

The middle weight divi-
sion, 25 to 75 pounds, will 
swim from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The heavy weight division, 
over 75 pounds, will swim 
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The city asks that all dogs 
be leashed and up to date 
on vaccinations. Admission 
is $10 per dog and he/she 
can bring along two of their 
favorite human friends. All 
admission proceeds will go 
into a fund created for devel-
opment of a future dog park 
in the City of Anna.

Lifeguards will be present 
and the concession stand will 
be open. 

More information about 
the event is available by 
contacting Anna City Hall at 
833-8528.

Weather
High 95, low 56

Temperatures ranged from a 
high of 95 degrees to a low of 
56 during the period of July 29 
through Aug. 4 in the Union 
County area.

After a recent lengthy July 
heat wave, milder tempera-
tures prevailed in the area with 
the arrival of August, with 
highs in the 80s starting late 
last week. A low of 56 was 
recorded over the weekend. 
Conditions remained gener-
ally dry.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, July 29: high 95, 
low 76.

Wednesday, July 30: high 
93, low 71.

Thursday, July 31: high 87, 
low 71.

Friday, Aug. 1: high 82, 
low 68.

Saturday, Aug. 2: high 80, 
low 60.

Sunday, Aug. 3: high 83, 
low 56.

Monday, Aug. 4: high 87, 
low 65.

July Highlights
The high temperature for 

the month of July was 95 
degrees, which was recorded 
July 29. The average high 
was 91.

The low temperature for 
the month was 63, which was 
recorded July 2. The average 
low was 71.

Precipitation for the month 
totaled 2.69 inches of rain. 
The most precipitation in a 24-
hour period was 1.71 inches 
of rain, which was recorded 
July 13.

Through the end of the 
month, precipitation for the 
year totaled 34.30 inches.



Enjoy the food and have fun at the 
Cobden Peach Festival!

Spanish Oaks  Center
Kristie McAlister, Owner/Administrator
Invites you to join in  the fun!

Enjoy yourself at the
Cobden Peach Festival!

618-833-2227  1-800-272-9791
www.ollisauction.com

Alex Belcher,
Auctioneer/Agent

alex@ollisauction.com

Have A Great
Time At The

Cobden Peach
Festival!

COBDEN

Anna Dairy Queen
138 E. Vienna • Anna

833-2171

Enjoy the 
Cobden Peach 

Festival!

 618-833-8506

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Have fun at the
Cobden Peach 
Festival with 

family & friends!

The Cobden
Peach Festival.

A special
Union County tradition.

Enjoy the food, rides and fun
at the Cobden Peach Festival.

905 US Hwy. 51 South • Anna • 833-4592
www.slingbladeperformance.com

How fast do you want to go?

Sling Blade 
Performance

A Farmer Owned Service
400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 

Phone (618) 833-2494

Celebrate The Cobden Peach Festival!

Meet your
friends at the 
Cobden Peach 
Festival and 
have a great 

time!

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna

833-4721

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry

Home of the

87th Cobden Peach Festival
Friday and Saturday, August 8-9, 2025
Sponsored by the Cobden Lions Club

A look back at the Cobden 
Peach Festival Queens:

1930s
1938, Delores Flamm Os-

bourne
1939, Mary Jane Lamer 

Norton
1940s
1940, Ruth Rich Davidson
1941, Corinne Goodman 

Rich
1942, Annette Wallace Gar-

diner
1943, Mary Jane Norris
1944, Carol Casper Bostian
1945, Faye Lamer Ballance
1946, Lorraine Wallace 

Seiner
1947, Sue Jacques Lingle
1948, Mary Lou Lence 

Duryea
1949, Hazel Tripp Harvey
1950s
1950, Sharon Bell Mulliniz
1951, Margaret Flamm Ar-

ter
1952, Jo Ann Griffi th 

Geiselman
1953, Marjorie Miller Kim-

bro
1954, No Queen
1955, Nancy Kelley Wiesser
1956, Kay Guthrie Cottone
1957, Jackie Sue Ferrill 

Blackman
1958, Glenda Blessing  

Ridgeway
1959, Pam Hudgens Koch

1960s
1960, Sue Rodgers Abney
1961, Linda Mangold War-

ren
1962, Bobby Sue Parker 

McCall
1963, Antoinette Flamm 

Campbell
1964, Shirley Sweitzer Starr
1965, Marilyn Draper Winn
1966, Gayle Baggott Fox
1967, Maribeth Inman 

Smith
1968, Sherry Goodman Stull
1969, Kathy Flamm Reeves
1970s
1970, Debbie Clutts Stro-

ehlein
1971, Sharon McKinney 

Harris
1972, Betsy Hutton Flamm
1973, Martha Smith Sens-

meier
1974, Trina Schaefer Lyons
1975, Belinda Davis Hat-

field
1976, Karen Kay  Schlenker 

Boyd
1977, Norine Stadelbacher 

Keller
1978, Crystal Walker Cerny
1979, Carolyn Rich Ortiz
1980s
1980, Malina Heil Bonifield
1981, Barbara Flamm James
1982, Pam Keil Boyd
1983, Tina McCleland Ors-

born

1984, Rebecca Keil Dillman
1985, Terri Hogue Harfst 
1986, Diane Williams Ward
1987, Cari Lucas Glasco
1988, Kelly South Hand
1989, Tara Yancey Tedrow
1990s
1990, Gretchen Berkheimer 

Mason
1991, Rebecca Bruchhauser 

Farris
1992, Tammy Bailey Smith
1993, Pamela Rich Turner
1994, April Poole Merriman
1995, Jill Dillon Bolin
1996, Cherie Reeves Wright
1997, Dr. Amber Moreland
1998, Amanda Smith Sher-

idan
1999, Rebecca Taylor Guest, 

Sarah Sullivan
2000s
2000, Elizabeth Lloyd
2001, Kasey Evans Clutts
2002, Rhiana Hopkins 

Draper
2003, Dori Lloyd

2004,  Amy Heinrichs 
Jahnel

2005, Andrea Mays
2006, Laura Dillow Pingel
2007, Sarah Panici Brown
2008, Jenna Harner Herbst
2009, Kaci Clary Melody
2010s
2010, Lindsey Pitts LeFevre
2011, Crystal Davis
2012, Lindsey Carter
2013, Valerie Pender Heins
2014, Clare Bunyan Weaver
2015 ,  Wendy  F lamm 

Grasinger
2016, Karlyn Furry Cogun
2017, Janna Harner Myers
2018, Grace Pitts
2019, Addison Osman
2020s
2020,  No Peach Fes-

tival, No Pageant, Due to 
COVID-19 Pandemic

2021, Hannah Stillman
2022, Makenzie Howell
2023, Kaylee Hall 
2024, Avery Osman

Cobden Peach Fest queens
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100 Peach Ridge Rd.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-9208

Have a
wonderful 
time at the

Cobden Peach 
Festival!

ATTEND

THE

COBDEN 

PEACH

FESTIVAL

Come See All The
Attractions At

The Cobden Peach
Festival!

Serving the community over 100 years!
 Dongola Ullin
 827-3541 845-3395

www.fsbdongola.com100 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
833-2151

Join us for
Peach Cobbler at the

Cobden Peach Festival!

We look forward to the 
Cobden Peach Festival. 
Enjoy the rides, food, 

games and parade.
See you there!

With five locations in three counties,
and various services tailored to your 
health and well-being, we're always

here for you along the way.

513 N Main St. • Anna, IL
618-833-4471

Join in the fun at the
Cobden Peach Festival!

330 S. Main • Anna, IL • 618-833-9424

We look forward to
celebrating the peach harvest at 

the Cobden Peach Festival.
We hope to see all of our friends 

and neighbors there.

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com • parts@sewlparts.com

E njoy the 
food and fun 

at  the Cobden 
Peac h

Festi val!

Brad's
Collision 

Works
& Towing
511 East Vienna

Anna
    833-3102

Cardinal
Corner

 409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064

Have a great 
time at the 

Cobden Peach 
Festival!

We look
forward to the 

Cobden Peach 
Festival.

109 Transcraft 
Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Meet Your Friends 
and have a great 

time at the
Cobden Peach 

Festival!

City of
Jonesboro

Enjoy The 
Parade And 
Have Fun

At The 
Cobden 
Peach

Festival!

Flamm
Orchards

Cobden
893-4241

This article originally ap-
peared in 2020 as part of the 
Union County Roots series, 
which was a monthly column 
shared by the Union County 
Historical and Genealogy 
Society. The Society owns 
the Union County Museum 
in Cobden.

Early Days of the Peach 
Festival

August 13, 1938, marked 
the beginning of a long and 
successful social event in 
Cobden that was initially 
conceived to showcase and 
elevate the importance of 
peaches in the region.

The Cobden Lions Club, 
organized earlier in 1938 
under the sponsorship of the 
Lions district governor, C. W. 
“Runt” Bishop, had 31 charter 
members. Bishop, two years 
later, was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Frank Petty, the first presi-
dent of the club, was joined by 
almost every Cobden business 
owner in creating the first 
Peach Festival, along with the 
wives of the members.

The event, a Saturday af-
ternoon and evening affair, 
was held on the high school 
grounds.

Temporary stands were 
built for the queen coronation, 
food, games and music.

Bushels of peaches were 
judged and prizes awarded. 
Hugh Lamer Jr. took first 
place for Elbertas and J.E. 
Venerable and Sons won first 
and second for Hales. The 
winning peaches were then 
raffled off.

The coronation of the 
Peach Festival queen, Delores 
Flamm, preceded the final 
event of the festival: a dance 

with a live band in the high 
school gymnasium.

Attendance was estimated 
at between 1,200 and 1,500 
people.

The Lions declared the 
event a success and pledged 
to use their profit of $130 for 
community projects. 

The initial format of the 
festival remained the same 
for many years, but eventually 
changes were made.

Different kinds of events 
were held to create interest 
in the festival, including ball 
games, amateur talent con-
tests, bicycle races, a magic 
show, water fights between 
fire departments, bingo, pony 
rides, attendance prizes, gos-
pel quartets and radio per-
sonalities. 

In 1950, the festival was 
moved to the new, lighted ball 
park. Two couples were mar-
ried on stage after the queen 
coronation. The prize winning 
bushel of peaches was sent to 
President Harry Truman. The 
crowd was estimated at 5,000.

The queen was chosen 
by popular vote. One cent 
bought one vote. As many 
as 25 young women sought 
the title some years. In 1952, 
the National Beauty Contest 
rules were adopted and judges 
from outside the area chose 
the queen.

In 1953, the queen contest 
was opened to any girl living 
in the county. The judges 
selected Marjorie Miller of 
Anna. Rebellion! No one ran 
for queen in 1954 to protest 
the rule of county-wide in-
clusion of girls. The rule was 
rescinded and Nancy Kelly 
was selected queen in 1955.

In 1956, Friday evening 

and additional events were 
added to the Saturday festival. 
The third Friday and Satur-
day of August were declared 
the dates of the festival. Joe 
Thomas, with a team of local 
talent, entertained the crowd 
from 1956 through 1964 with 
a minstrel show.

The Cobden Women’s Club 
in 1958 set up a Peaches 
‘n Cream stand featuring 
homemade peach cobbler, 
ice cream and cakes they had 
solicited from local wom-
en along with sliced, fresh 
peaches.

In 1960 a professional car-
nival was added. The event 
became a homecoming and 
a popular venue for class 
reunions.

In 1964, once again, the 
Lions Club opened the queen 
contest to the entire county. 
No one objected. Times had 
changed.

A booth for the iconic Ap-
pleknocker basketball team 
of 1964 was provided for 
the boys to autograph plastic 
apples, with the proceeds 
going to the Thomas Crowell 
Memorial Trophy Room. A 
dunking booth was added and 
was a moneymaker through 
1982.

The Cobden American Le-
gion organized a Saturday 
afternoon parade in 1982.

The Cobden Lions Club has 
always used its Peach Festival 
proceeds for the benefit of the 
community, including:

A new fire truck in 1947 

and help with another in 1972. 
Christmas baskets and eye-
glasses for the needy, support 
for the Scouts and 4-H, the 
United Fund, the school band, 
the American Legion, the ball 
park and school groups are 
among those who over the 
years have benefited.

Beginning in 1958 and 
continuing through 1971, the 
Lions focused their attention 
and finances on the construc-
tion of a new medical building 
in Cobden to aid in securing 
much-needed doctors for the 
area.

The heat and humidity of 
August along with torrential 
rains never deterred the Lions 
from producing the festival. 

Many peach crops were 
killed by late spring freezes, 
hail storms and minus 25 de-
gree winter nights. Peaches 
were purchased and hauled 
in from other states. 

World War II nor the Great 
Depression stopped Cobden’s 
ode to the peach, but in 2020 
an unseen, little-known virus 
put an end to the festival.

Our Union County Roots
Cobden Peach Festival: a long and successful community event

The Cobden
Peach Festival.

A special part of  Union 
County's history.

Chamness Care
Anna • Cobden • Jonesboro
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Enjoy All The
Activities And 

Great Food
At The Cobden 

Peach
Festival!

Member FDIC  Alto Pass
893-2464

Come to the Cobden 
Peach Festival!

RENDLEMAN  & H ILEMAN
FUNERAL H OMES
AND M ONUMENTS
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Come celebrate our 
agriculture diversity and 
support local farmers.

Find us on Facebook


